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Project Overview
Project Benefits & Nature -Based Solutions

Median Enhancements Master Plan

Aims to intercept dry 
weather flows from the 

storm drains and 
surface runoff to 

improve water quality 
through green 
infrastructure

Focuses on additional 
medians along Sierra 
Madre Boulevard to 

identify future 
improvements and 

opportunities for 
enhanced urban 

greening

The Sierra Madre Median Enhancements and Master 
Plan Project aims to enhance water quality  and 
urban greening ƽŔƣőŔŰШÉŔĲƖƖċШ~ċĬƖĲШ7ŸƨũĲƻċƖĬќƚШ
medians and explore corridor priorities. The Project 
has two distinct components:



Corridor Context
Existing Conditions

Current Influences Historical Influences





Citywide Context



Project Timeline & Engagement Touchpoints

Feasibility Study 
ÅInitiated July 2022

ÅCompleted November 2024



Community Outreach 
Overview



Goals of Community Outreach 
ÅReintroduce the project to the community 

and stakeholders
ÅShare priorities for median enhancements
ÅReceive feedback on the conceptual design
ÅEducate the public on potential plant 

species, and receive feedback to refine  the 
ƓƖŸŢĲĦƣќƚШƓũċŰƣШƓċũĲƣƣĲШ

ÅUnderstand preferences for future use of 
the corridor , to inform prioritization of 
infrastructure improvements



Community Outreach Overview

250+ 
People Reached

Å (3) Open Houses at Victory Park Recreation Center

ÅPop Up Events at Hastings 7ƖċŰĦőШxŔĤƖċƖǃШċŰĬШƣőĲШ[ċƖůĲƖќƚШ~ċƖťĲƣ

ÅCouncil District Meeting and Neighborhood Association Updates 



Open House #1



Community Priorities for 
Median Enhancements
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Drought Tolerant/
Native Landscaping
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Love Like More Info

ÑőĲШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃв
LOVED
Å Street Trees
Å Bioswales
Å Median Tree Canopy
Å Parkways

LIKED
Å Drought Tolerant/ Native 

Landscaping
Å Bioretention Areas
Å Street Trees

WANTED MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT 
Å Hügelkultur
Å Dry Rock Beds
Å Bioretention Areas



Open House #2

Tell us which plant species you like and donõt like 

by circling the       or       next to each image below. 



Key Takeaways for the Plant Palette 

ÅMultiple community members 
expressed preference for a colorful 
plant species palette , such as red, 
pink, yellow, lavender, white and 
purple. 
ÅCommunity members did not favor 

plant species with neutral colors 
like brown.
ÅStrongest support for Drought 

Tolerant/Native plant species.

Top Plant Species Based on Community Feedback

Trees: Western Redbud Multi-Trunk, Bigberry Manzanita, 
Ray Hartman Wild Lilac, Desert Museum Palo Verde*, 
Valley Oak*

Small Shrubs: Chapparal Pea, Purple Sage, White Sage

Tall Shrubs: ÉċŔŰƣШ9ċƣőĲƖŔŰĲќƚШxċĦĲ, Desert Ceanothus, 
 ĲƻŔŰќƚШ7ċƖĤĲƖƖǃ

Flowering Perennials: Hummingbird Sage, Showy 
Penstemon, California Fuchsia

Ground Cover: Lippia



Median Design: 
Infrastructure and Stormwater 

Components



Design Process
Preliminary Design
ÅReviewed feasibility for wet weather and dry 

weather BMPs
ÅJones Reservoir leak water usage (4,000 gallons 

per day)
ÅPlanting concepts

Final Design 
Å65%, 90% and 100% Design phases
ÅUrban Forestry Advisory Committee
ÅUtility coordination

Permitting
ÅCEQA (Cat Ex filed)
ÅCounty of Los Angeles Flood Control 



Final Design т Swales & Basins



Swales & Basins

ÅCapture 85th percentile runoff from the roadway
ÅCurb cuts and swales convey runoff to biofiltration and bio -infiltration basins
ÅNature -based solutions that mimic a riverine system for aesthetic beautification



Final Design т Swales & Basins



ÅDry Weather Flow 
Capture

ÅDrop Inlet style diversion

Å60-foot deep dry wells

Dry Wells



Final Design т Swales & Basins



Hügelkultur



Median Design: 
Landscape 



Urban Greening

 Bigberry Manzanita Black Beauty 
Elderberry 

Ray Hartman Wild 
Lilac

 Valley Oak

 Arizona Cypress

 Coastal Live Oak

ÂċũŸШéĲƖĬĲШљ?ĲƚĲƖƣШ
~ƨƚĲƨůњ

Western Redbud 
Multi -Trunk

Vegetation Type Proposed Amount

New Trees 749

Tall Shrubs 1,446

Small Shrubs 14,658

Swale Plants 15,470

Perennials/ground 
cover

86,360 SF



Median #1 Final Landscape Design


