
 

Sierra Madre Median Enhancements and 
Master Plan Project 

Frequently Asked Questions 
The following is a list of frequently asked questions and responses about the Sierra Madre Median 

Enhancements and Master Plan project.  

1. Will the median enhancements offer opportunities for recreation?  
a. While the design will incorporate many potential elements to enhance the 

medians, a recreational component for the medians with pedestrian access will 

not be explored for safety reasons. The Master Plan provides an opportunity to 

reimagine Sierra Madre Boulevard as a multi-modal corridor where potential 

recreational opportunities and mobility options will be explored.  

2. Who will be responsible for the maintenance of the median trees and landscaping?  
a. Parks is currently responsible for the maintenance of the medians 

on Sierra Madre Boulevard. The City intends on submitting for long 

term Operation and Maintenance (O&M) funds as part of the 

Safe, Clean Water program to support of costs of the Sierra 

Madre Boulevard median enhancements maintenance in 

perpetuity.  

3. Has a plant palette been selected for the median landscaping?  
a. As part of the median enhancement design, a plant palette will be selected for   

the project that incorporates drought tolerant and native plant species. The 

species will be chosen to promote pollinating birds and insects and to create 

nesting habitat.  The existing mature trees are intended to be incorporated into 

the final landscape design.  

4. Is the recent median maintenance part of the Sierra Madre Median Enhancements and 

Master Plan project? 
a. No, the Sierra Madre Median Enhancements and Master Plan project is still in the 

design phase, which is expected to be completed in Winter 2024.  Construction is 

expected to begin in Spring 2025 or 2026, dependent on the approval of grant 

funding.   The recent median work is an interim enhancement of native, drought 

tolerant plants implemented by the City’s Parks and Recreation and Community 

Services (PRCS) Department intended to provide aesthetic enhancement and a 

reduced water demand with the impending dry weather. 

5. What strategies will be incorporated into the median design to manage gophers? 
a. As part of the median design, rock beds and bioretention areas are being 

considered in the eastern medians to discourage borrowing habitat for the 

gophers.  Natural plant deterrents, such as rosemary, sage, and lavender, will also 

be considered as well as infrastructure improvements, such as hardline irrigation, 

to reduce maintenance concerns.    


