Regular Meeting
Urban Forestry Advisory Committee
Wednesday, September 11, 2024, at 6:00 PM
at 233 W Mountain Street, 2" Floor, Room 220
Pasadena, CA 91103

MEMBERS

Chair Robert Carpenter, Design Commission
Vice Chair Tim Martinez, Recreation and Parks Commission
Betsy Nathane, Community At-Large
Bernard Halloran, Community At-Large
Kelley Holmes, Representative Pasadena Beautiful Foundation

Lon Bender, Recreation and Parks Commission
(Vacant) Design Commission

STAFF

Kris Markarian, Acting Director of Public Works
Garrett Crawford, Street Maintenance Administrator
Kenneth Graham, Forestry Superintendent
Michael King, Forestry Program Coordinator and Staff Liaison

MISSION STATEMENT

The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering exemplary municipal services, responsive to our entire
community and consistent with our history, culture and unique character.

Agendas and related documents are available for public review on the City website at:
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/urban-forestry-advisory-committee/

To request meeting materials in alternative formats, or for other disability-related accommodations
necessary to facilitate meeting participation, please contact the Department of Public Works Urban
Forestry section at (626) 744-3846 or forestry@cityofpasadena.net

Language translation services are available for this meeting by calling
(626) 744-3846 at least 72 hours in advance.

Habra servicio de interpretacion disponible para éstas juntas llamando al
(626) 744-3846 por lo menos con 72 horas de anticipacion.
The Urban Forestry Advisory Committee meetings are regularly scheduled on the 2™ Wednesday of

each month and begin at 6:00 p.m.

Items on the agenda may not be called in order listed.


https://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/urban-forestry-advisory-committee/
mailto:forestry@cityofpasadena.net

AGENDA
Regular Meeting
Urban Forestry Advisory Committee

Wednesday, September 11, 2024
6:00 PM

.  CALL TO ORDER - 6:00 PM
Il. MINUTES
1. Regular Meeting of August 14, 2024
lll. PUBLIC COMMENT - Items Not on the Agenda (Five-Minute Limit)
IV. ACTION ITEM
1. Request for Public Tree Removal — Sierra Madre Median Enhancement Project
V. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE / ANNOUNCEMENTS

VI. ADJOURNMENT

POSTING STATEMENT

| HEREBY CERTIFY that this Agenda was posted in its entirety on both the Council Chamber Bulletin Board,
Room S249, the Information Kiosk in the rotunda area at City Hall, 100 North Garfield Avenue and all
documentations included in the package of information provided to the Committee Members is available online on
the City webpage at: https://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/urban-forestry-advisory-committee/ This
Urban Forestry Advisory Committee Agenda was posted on this 5" day of September at 6:00 PM.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this
meeting, please contact Forestry Operations at (626) 744-3846. Notification prior to the meeting will enable the
City to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to this meeting.

e/

Michael King, Staff Liaison
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MINUTES
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September 11, 2024
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CITY OF PASADENA
URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Regular Meeting Minutes of the
August 14, 2024 - 6:00 PM Meeting

Committee Members present were: Robert Carpenter, Betsy Nathane, Kelley Holmes, Bernard
Halloran, Lon Bender and Tim Martinez.

Representatives from the Department of Public Works present were: Kris Markarian, Garrett
Crawford, Kenneth Graham and Michael King

CALLED TO ORDER at 6:04 pm.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Committee Members Halloran and Holmes moved and seconded the approval of the July
10" meeting minutes. Committee Members Bender and Martinez abstained from voting.
The motion passed 3 votes in favor, and 2 votes abstained.

PUBLIC COMMENTS - Items Not on the Agenda
There were no public comments on items not on the agenda.
ACTION ITEM

1. Request for Public Tree Removal — 2155 E Colorado Blvd — Pasadena Genesis
Project

Staff presented the item and responded to questions from the Committee.

Committee Members Bender and Nathane moved and seconded a motion to support
staff's recommendation to remove the subject tree. The motion passed unanimously.

COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE

Kris Markarian and Garrett Crawford were introduced as the Acting Director of Public
Works, and new Street Maintenance Administrator, respectively.

ADJOURNMENT at 06:47 pm



V.
ACTION ITEM

1. Request for Public Tree Removal
Sierra Madre Median Enhancement Project

UFAC
Regular Meeting
September 11, 2024



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

MEMORANDUM
TO: Urban Forestry Advisory Committee
FROM: Garret Crawford, Public Works Administrator

DATE: September 11, 2024

SUBJECT: Request for Public Tree Removal — Sierra Madre Median Enhancement Project

Recommendation:

The Department of Public Works recommends that the Urban Forestry Advisory Committee
(UFAC) support the removal of the following trees located along the Sierra Madre Median — from
E Washington Blvd to Michillinda Ave (See Attachment 1 — Project Map):

Common Name Botanical Name Quantity

Cape Chestnut Calodendrum capense 1

Crown of Gold Cassia Excelsa 12

Silk Floss Tree Chorisia speciosa 21

Coral Tree Erythrina coralloides

Coast Redwood Sequoia sempervirens

Pink Trumpet Tree Handroanthus heptaphyllus 2
TOTAL a4

The Sierra Madre Median Enhancement project provides multiple benefits including replanting
approximately 600 new trees, 15,000 tall and small shrubs, and over 80,000 square feet of
perennials and ground cover. The project will also construct and install various stormwater
improvement features including bioswales, htigelkultur infill, and permeable surface paving (See
Attachment 2 — Project Summary Sheets). The goal of this project is to improve local water quality
through better stormwater capture and urban greening.



Background:

The City conducted a feasibility study on this project in 2023, which produced the preliminary
concept designs. The first community open house was also hosted in 2023 to share the concept
designs and gather initial community input. The City then hosted three additional outreach events
in spring 2024 & further develop the project design, including the tree and plant palelte.
Community members expressed support for a tree and plant paletie to include: native and drought
tolerant plant species; majority of evergreen tree species with deciduous varietals; and a mixed
color palette of understory shrub and ground cover piantings.

Staff from the Department of Public Works provided an informal presentation on this project to
UFAC at the July 10, 2024 meeting in order to gather additional comments. UFAC's comments
and staff's responses are provided below:

UFAC Comment Staff Response
1. Reconsider tree removals based i 1. Alltrees recommended to be removed are
solely on native plant status. E cansistent with the City’s Tree Removal Criteria.

Recommended tree removals are for the purposes |
of constructing the stormwater improvemeant
featuraes and/or the desired new landscaping pian.
Staff has worked to retain and incorporate existing
trees where feasible.

2. Reconsider replanting plan to 2. Local community members expressed supp-::rrt'for

incorporate non-native tree species. more native plant spacies. However, nan-native
tree species such as Strawherry tree; Elderberry;
Cork Oak; and Afghan Pine are incorporated into
proposed landscape plan.

3. Consider traffic safaty 4, Public Works staff is planning to host another
enhancements given potential far community event in fall 2024 where this issue will
increased pedestrian interestand be discussed further with DOT staff.
activity within meadian area. Recommendations for traffic safety enhancements

will likely be added to the Sierra Madre Median
Master Plan component of the project.

Pasadena Municipal Code (PMC) Chapter 8.52.076 indicates that requests to remove public trees
that are found to be in fair or better condition shall be considered based on the provisions of the
Tree Protection Ordinance and the Public Tree Removal Criteria. The Department conducted an
inspection and found the subject trees to be in fair or better condition {Attachment 3 — Project
Landscape Plans).



Public Tree Removal Criteria;

Staff finds that the removal request is consistent with the City's Public Tree Removal Criteria and
is therefore recommending that UFAC support the removal of the subject trees. The existing
Sierra Madre median landscape is underutilized, and an inconsistent palate of trees and
groundcover. This project will bring a notable improvement to the existing landscaping and
stormwater runoff conditions, designed to improve local biodiversity and improve local water
quality. The City has conducted muttiple community outreach events and has integrated the
feedback gathered into the design of the project. Additional public tree removal criteria factors
were considered below.

The subject trees recommended for removal are located within the median island area off Sierra
Madre Blvd. As such, consideration for consisiency with the City's Master Street Tree Plan is not
applicable to this removal request.

This project is consistent with the City's General Plan Opean Space and Conservation Element
which calls to establish policies that focus on the pmtection and enhancement of open space and
the City's natural resources. The Open Space and Conservation Element identifies Eaton Canyon
as one of the City's prominent open space corridors, and that the design and landscaping of it
should preserve its natural character and promaote heaithy ecosystems for plants and animals.

Respectfully submitted:

Tl S

Garretl Crawford, Administrator
Street Maintenance

Prepared By: Reviewed By:
%
D] s it
‘Michael King ! Kenneth Graham
Program Coordinator Public Works Superintendent
Street Maintenance-Forestry Street Maintenance-Forastry

Cc: Kris Markaran, P.E., Acting Director of Public Works

Atlachmenls:

Attachment 1 — Project Map
Attachment 2 — Project Summary Sheets
Atachment 3 — Project Landscaps Plans



ATTACHMENT 1

Project Map



SIERRA MADRE MEDIAN ENHANCEMENTS AND MASTER PLAN
Project Area
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ATTACHMENT 2

Project Summary Sheets
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PROGRAM CALIFORMIA » WWW CITYOFPASADENANET

Safe Clean Water Program

OVERVIEW

The Sierra Madre Boulevard Green Street S e Coves /r
Stormwater Capture Project is a Safe Clean Water R
Program initiative that is working to increase local

water supply, improve water quality, and protect
public health. This proposed project is located on
Sierra Madre Boulevard between Sierra Madre Villa
Avenue and Michillinda Avenue and is within the
Rio Hondo watershed.

The project has the potential to provide significant
water quality benefits for Pasadena and assist in
complying with a state-mandated requirement to
improve water quality throughout the watershed.

This “green street” project is a local and regional stormwater capture and
infiltration facility proposed within the median of Sierra Madre Boulevard.

[Sierra Madre Green
Streets Feasibility
Study - BMP Exhibit

Historically, 60% of Pasadena’s water is imported from Northern California
and the Colorado River. The remaining 40% of water is sourced from locally
pumped groundwater, which is a less expensive and more environmentally-
friendly option.

The City of Pasadena with support from the Safe Clean Water Program is
working to reduce the city's reliance on imported water supply, improve the
self-sufficiency of the local water supply, and reduce the overall costs of
water sourcing.




City of Pasadena L, (GPASADENA

Safe Clean Water Program

ELEMENTS OF GREEN STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE

Permeable Paving: A hardscape surface that allows water to infiltrate through - into
the ground or an underdrain. This includes porous asphalt, permeable pavers, pervious
concrete, and aggregate.

Bioretention: The process in which contaminants and sedimentation are removed from
stormwater runoff by holding and infiltrating water into the ground. This may include
bioswales, which are graded landscape features appearing as a linear, shallow
channel. They are usually vegetated and help move and filter stormwater at a
controlled rate.

Median bioswale example of treating street runoff and infiltrating
stormwater into the groundwater table.

Reduction of Heat Island Effect: Incorporating sustainable native landscaping into
green stormwater infrastructure helps to reduce the heat island effect often experienced
in urban areas. Sustainable native landscaping strategies may include the planting of
trees to shade the roadway and conversion of turf grass to native plants.

Dry Well: These wells have a large Underground Infiltration Vault: These
diameter to help capture pre-treated large vaults have variations of open bottoms
stormwater into the ground to used to infiltrate pre-treated stormwater into

supplement groundwater. the ground to supplement groundwater.

Completed Vaul
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PROGRAM CALIFORMIA » WWW CITYOFPASADENANET

Safe Clean Water Program

EXAMPLES OF GREEN STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

Huntington Drive Greenstreet
Project Benefits: Replacement of
turf with native plants, enhanced
natural habitat, educational signage,
improved flood protection, aquifer
recharge.

Sierra Madre Huigelkultur Project Benefits: Water retention and surface water capture, improving soil,
low cost/low maintenance nature-based solution.




City of Pasadena L [BIPASADENA

CALIFORMIA » WWW CITYOFPASADENAMNET

Safe Clean Water Program

PRIORITIES FOR THE SIERRA MADRE BOULEVARD MEDIAN ALIGNED
WITH SAFE CLEAN WATER PROGRAM GOALS

Developed in collaboration with public health, environmental groups, cities,
business, labor, and community-based organizations, the Safe Clean Water
Program:

« Improve water quality and contribute to the attainment of water-quality requirements.

« Increase drought preparedness by capturing more Stormwater and/or Urban Runoff to
store, clean, reuse, and/or recharge groundwater basins.

« Improve public health by preventing and cleaning up contaminated water, increasing
access to open space, providing additional recreational opportunities, and helping
communities mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate change through activities such
as increasing shade and green space,

» Leverage other funding sources to maximize SCW Program Goals.

« Invest in infrastructure that provides muiltiple benefits.

« Prioritize Nature-Based Solutions.

= Provide a spectrum of project sizes from neighborhood to regional scales.

« Implement an iterative planning and evaluation process to ensure adaptive
management.

+ Promote green jobs and career pathways.

« Ensure ongoing operations and maintenance for Projects.

(Ord. 2019-0042 § 11, 2019)

FOR MORE PROJECT INFORMATION,

PLEASE VISIT THE PROJECT WEB PAGE: @ ”




ATTACHMENT 3

Project Landscape Plans
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LARGE SHRUBS
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BOTANICAL NAME

ARBUTUS UNEDO

CERCIS OCCIDENTALIS

CHILOPSIS LINEARIS ‘"MSWNLOPUR'

HESPEROCYPARIS FORBESIH

PARKINSONIA X 'DESERT MUSEUM'

PINUS ELDARICA

QUERCUS AGRIFOLIA

QUERCUS LOBATA

QUERCUS SUBER

SAMBUCUS NIGRA 'GERDA’

EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN

EXISTING TREE TO REMOVE

ARCTOSTAPHYLOS GLAUCA
BERBERIS NEVINII
CEANOTHUS GREGGII

CEANOTHUS X 'RAY HARTMAN'

CERCOCARPUS BETULOIDES
DENDROMECON RIGIDA

ERIOGONUM GIGANTEUM

FRANGULA CALIFORNICA 'LEATHERLEAF"

GARRYA VEATCHII
KECKIELLA ANTIRHINNOIDES
PICKERINGIA MONTANA

RHUS AROMATICA

SMALL SHRUBS
0] BACCHARIS PILULARIS 'PIGEON POINT'
& ELYMUS CONDENSATUS TANYON PRINCE'
) ERIOGONUM FASCICULATUM
E o3 HESPEROYUCCA WHIPPLE! RBG'
(o] MUHLENBERGIA RIGENS
© PENSTEMON SPECTABILIS

60% PROGRESS SET
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

COMMON NAME

STRAWBERRY TREE MULTI-TRUNK

WESTERN REDBUD MULTI-TRUNK

DESERT DIVA® DESERT WILLOW

TECATE CYPRESS

DESERT MUSEUM PALO VERDE

AFGHAN PINE

COAST LIVE OAK

VALLEY OAK

CORK 0OAK

BLACK BEAUTY® ELDERBERRY

BIGBERRY MANZANITA

NEVIN'S BARBERRY
DESERT CEANOTHUS

RAY HARTMAN WILD LILAC

MOUNTAIN MAHOGANY

BUSH POPPY

8T. CATHERINE'S LACE
LEATHERLEAF COFFEEBERRY
SOQUTHERN SILKTASSEL

YELLOW PENSTEMMON
CHAFPARRAL PEA

FRAGRANT SUMAC

PIGEON POINT COYOTE BRUSH
CANYON PRINCE WILD RYE
CALIFORNIA BUCKWHEAT

RBG CHAPARRAL YUCCA

DEER GRASS
SHOWY PENSTEMON

o
m

15 GAL.

24" BOX

15 GAL.

15 GAL.

24" BOX

15 GAL.

24"BOX

36" BOX

24" BOX

15 GAL.

15 GAL.

5 GAL.
5 GAL.

15 GAL.

15 GAL.
5 GAL
5 GAL.

5 GAL.
5 GAL
5 GAL.
8 GAL.

8 GAL.

5 GAL.
5 GAL.
5 GAL.
5 GAL.

5 GAL.
5 GAL.

49

107
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71

46

69

71
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56

62
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62
886
178

98

149
126
91

389

234
113

82
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PROJECT

SIERRA MADRE MEDIAN ENHANCEMENT

SHEET

28 of

SYMBOL BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SIZE SPACING ary

SHRUB AREAS

SINIANNNANINNNNY SMALL SHRUBS 174,090 SF
ABUTILON PALMER! INDIAN MALLOW 5GAL. 9% @ 36" o.c. 1.807
ARTEMISIA CALIFORNICA 'CANYON GREY'  CANYON GREY CALIFORNIA SAGEBRUSH 5 GAL. 5% @ 48"o.c. 567
BACCHARIS PILULARIS PIGEON POINT' PIGEON POINT COYOTE BRUSH 5GAL 5% @ 72" o.c. 252
ELYMUS CONDENSATUS 'CANYON PRINCE' CANYON PRINCE WILD RYE 5 GAL. 10% @ 36" o.c 2.011
ERIOGONUM FASCICULATUM CALIFORNIA BUCKWHEAT 5GAL. 15% @ 60"0.c. 1,090
HESPEROQYUCCA WHIPPLE! 'RBG' RBG CHAPARRAL YUCCA 5GAL. 1% @ 36" o.c. 196
MUHLENBERGIA RIGENS DEER GRASS 5GAL. 10% @ 48"o.c 1,130
PERITOMA ARBOREA BLADDERPOD 5 GAL. 5% @ 48" o.c. 567
PICKERINGIA MONTANA CHAPARRAL PEA 5GAL. 15% @ 48" o.c 1.695
SALVIA LEUCOPHYLLA PURPLE SAGE 5GAL 10% @ 48" o.c. 1,130
SALVIA APIANA WHITE SAGE 5GAL. 5% @ 36"o0.c 1.004
PHYLA NODIFLORA LIPPIA DEEFOT  36"o.c. 8,747 SF
FLOWERING PERENNIALS 57,845 SF
CORETHROGYNE FILAGINIFOLIA CALIFONIA ASTER 1 GAL. 15% @ 36"¢.c. 999
DIPTEROSTEMON CAPITATUS BLUE DICKS 1 GAL: 10% @ 24"0c.  1.501
EPILOBIUM CANUM CALIFORNIA FUCHSIA 1 GAL. 10% @ 24" o.c. 1,501
ERIGERON GLAUCUS "WAYNE RODERICK®  WAYNE RODERICK SEASIDE DAISY 1 GAL, 10% @ 24"0.c. 1,501
GUTIERREZIA SARCTHRAE SNAKEWEED 1T GAL. 10% @ 24" o.c 1,501
PENSTEMON SPECTABILIS SHOWY PENSTEMON 1 GAL. 20% @ 24"0.c. 3,002
SALVIA SPATHACEA HUMMINGBIRD SAGE 1 GAL. 5% @ 36" 0.c. 334
STIPA PULCHRA PURPLE NEEDLE GRASS 1 GAL 10% @ 18" o0.c 2,671
WALKABLE GROUNDCOVER 17,443 SF

| PHYLA NODIFLORA LIPPIA DEEPOT  36"o.c. 2,013
SWALE PLANTS 35,203 SF
CAREX PRAEGRACILIS CALIFORNIA EIELD SEDGE 1 GAL, 15% @ 36"0.c. 608
CAREX TUMULICOLA FOOTHILL SEDGE 1 GAL. 25% @ 24"oc. 2,285
ELYMUS CINEREUS GREAT BASIN WILD RYE 1 GAL. 10% @ 60" o.c 145
JUNCUS PATENS 'OCCIDENTAL BLUE' OCCIDENTAL BLUE RUSH 1 GAL 15% @ 24" o.c 1,371
SISYRINCHIUM BELLUM BLUE-EYED GRASS 1 GAL. 20% @ 36"0c. 813
DUDEK L REVISIONS CITY OF PASADENA- DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
605 THIRD STREET, EMCINITAS, CA S2024 WK DATE n:scﬁmu ; CHED. APPROVED

PLANTING LEGEND

DATE CHECKED - BY

EDWARD ARMSTRONG
P.Lok. Hao. 4870
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REFERENCE NOTES SCHEDULE

SYMBOL DESCRIPTION
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STORMWATER CONVEYANCE SWALE, SEE GRADING PLAN

DRY WELL SYSTEM. SEE CIVIL PLANS

BIOINFILTRATION BASIN; SEE GRADING FLAN
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	I. Call to Order – 6:00 pm
	II. MINUTES
	1. Regular Meeting of August 14, 2024
	III. PUBLIC COMMENT – Items Not on the Agenda (Five-Minute Limit)
	IV. ACTION ITEM
	1. Request for Public Tree Removal – Sierra Madre Median Enhancement Project



