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What is a disinfectant product?

A disinfectant is a substance, or mixture of substances that destroys or irreversibly inactivates pathogens
like bacteria, fungi and viruses, but not necessarily bacterial spores in the inanimate environment, such as
on hard surfaces. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the agency that regulates
disinfectants to ensure they meets specific standards before they can be effectively used. Using
approved, effective disinfectants for routine and responsive infection control is important in our
healthcare facilities.

What is a disinfectant product label?

The U.S. EPA regulates and registers antimicrobial disinfectants and approves the label language. The EPA
verifies disinfectants work according to their label directions, which is why it is important facilities follow
the directions for each product specifically. It is important to read and understand the product label
before you use it. Each registered product lists the microorganisms that it is effective against, and it is not
universal. If a disinfectant product's label doesn't include disinfection directions for a certain pathogen,
the U.S. EPA has not reviewed data on whether the product is safe and effective when used in this way.

As a note, the lists are not inclusive of all products that may qualify. The lists are updated at regular
intervals to include newer registrations; however, some older products may not have been included. If a
product is missing from the lists that should be added, contact DisinfectantsList@EPA.gov.

Antimicrobial Products Registered with EPA for For more information,
Claims Against Common Pathogens scan the QR code:

The following lists of antimicrobial products registered by EPA are effective
against common pathogens, as indicated in the list titles (e.g., SARS-CoV-2 [List
N]). EPA-registered antimicrobial products may not make efficacy claims against
these pathogens unless the Agency has reviewed data to support the claim and

approved the claim on the label. PO G G

List For Use Against Infection Control Guidances

. . . EPA’s Registered Antimicrobial Products Effective Against Mycobacterium tuberculosis
Mycobacterium tuberculosis (TB) TB) [List B] | US EPA
Norovirus Prevention and Control Guidelines for Healthcare Settings
List G Norovirus (feline calicivirus) n
| Infection Control | CDC

Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) & Infection Control Guidance: Preventing Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
List H Vancomycin-resistant Enterococcus faecalis/faecium (VRE) (MRSA) in Healthcare Facilities | MRSA | CDC

Clostridioidg;gri(f;:cile (C. diff) Clinical Guidance for C. diff Prevention in Acute Care Facilities | C. diff | CDC

EPA’s Registered Antimicrobial Products Effective Against Avian Influenza [List M]
US EPA

Safety Precautions: Cleaning and Disinfecting for COVID-19 | COVID-19 | CDC

Frequently Aske(IJI_|Sntiisrtrilf]):;jkéci)su;:algiestv?r:ulzi(sFizr:;s/tze;r}tS;oErPUAse Against Rabbit

Infection Control Guidance: Candida auris | Candida auris (C. auris) | CDC

Bloodborne Pathogens: . . . . L. ..
ListS Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), Hepatitis B, and EPA Launches New List of D|smfectanFs Effective Against HIV, Hepatitis B, and Hepatitis
Hepatitis C C Viruses | US EPA

Note: EPA’s List C, D, E, and F have been retired and were consolidated into List S.
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How to Read a Pesticide
Product Label

Active Ingredients

What are the main
chemicals?

EPA Registration Number

U.S. laws require that
EPA registers all pesticides.

Directions for Use

What germs does the
product kill?

Where and how do |
properly use the product?

What kind of surfaces can
the product be used on?

How long does the
surface have to stay wet
with the product to kill
germs?

U.S. CENTERS FOR DISEASE PROJECT
CONTROL AND PREVENTION F|R$'|' L[NE
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ACTIVE INGREDIENTS:

Read the entire label,
The labe] s the law!

Note: Below is an
example ofinformation
found on alabel.

N —

Alkyl (60% C14, 30% C16, 5% C12, 5% C18)
Dimenthyl Benzyl Ammonium Chloride ...................
OTHER INGREDIENTS: .............cccooovriine

EPA REG NO. 55555-55-55555

Precautionary
Statements

CAUTION

Directions for Use

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE:

It is a violation of Federal
law to use this product in
a manner inconsistent
with its labeling.

For Disinfection of
Healthcare Organisms:

Staphylococcus aureus,
Pseudomonas aeruginosa.

To Disinfect Hard,
Nonporous Surfaces:

Pre-wash surface.

Mop or wipe with
disinfectant solution.

Allow solution to stay wet
on surface for at least
10 minutes.

Rinse well and air dry.

for 15-20 minutes. Remove contact
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Edited for use by the Pasadena Public Health Department.

How risky is this product?
Do | need personal
protective equipment
(PPE)?

What should | do if | get
this product in my eyes,
mouth, on my skin, or
breathe it in?

PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENTS:
Hazardous to humans and domestic
animals. Wear gloves and eye
protection.

CAUSES MODERATE EYE
IRRITATION. Avoid contact with eyes,
skin or clothing. Wash thoroughly with
soap and water after handling. Avoid
contact with foods.

FIRST AID: IF IN EYES: Hold eye open
and rinse slowly and gently with water

lenses, if present, after the first

5 minutes, then continue rinsing eye.
IF ON SKIN OR CLOTHING: Take off
contaminated clothing. Rinse skin
immediately with plenty of water for
15-20 minutes.

POISON CONTROL: Call a Poison
Control Center (1-866-366-5048) or
doctor for treatment advice.

STORAGE AND DISPOSAL: Store this
product in a cool, dry area away from
direct sunlight and heat. When not in
use keep center cap of lid closed to
prevent moisture loss. Nonrefillable
container. Do not reuse or refill this
container.

Storage & Disposal

How should | store this
product? How should

| dispose of an expired
product? What should |
do with the container?

<EPA

United States
Environmental Protection
Agency
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