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NOTICE

The information contained in this bulletin is not intended as advice or direction in any
particular incident, rather it is intended as a general summary and reminder. This
Critical Information Bulletin presents information as of the date noted herein. Facilities
have a responsibility to monitor changes in requirements as they may occur. All
healthcare workers must confer with their appropriate facility staff for general guidance
and information as well as with respect to any particular patient or circumstance.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Critical Information Bulletin is to provide general information
regarding Assembly Bill 2511 which became effective January 1, 2023, and requires
facility compliance by January 1, 2024.

Assembly Bill 2511 (Skilled nursing facilities: backup power source Chapter 788,
Statutes of 2022) and California Health and Safety Code §1418.22 require skilled
nursing facilities (SNF’s) to have alternative sources of power to maintain safe
temperatures, maintain availability of life-saving equipment, and maintain oxygen-
generating devices, for at least 96 hours during a power outage. The facility must
assure that there is sufficient fuel on site or have arrangements for fuel delivery to meet
this minimum 96-hour requirement. If fuel is to be delivered during an emergency
event, the facility shall ensure that fuel will be available with no delays and no
interruption to the alternate power supply.

For purposes of this information bulletin, “alternative source of power”” means a source
of electricity that is not received through an electric utility, but is generated or stored
on-site, which may include but is not limited to emergency generators using fuel, large
capacity batteries, and renewable electrical generation facilities.
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BACKGROUND

Over 1000 SNFs in California will require electrical system and equipment additions and/or modifications
to comply with this statute. Each will need to engage in project design, review and permit approval,
equipment procurement, construction, and inspection timelines.

It should be noted that prior regulatory requirements of the 2022 California Electrical Code, Article
700.12 entitled “Onsite Fuel Storage” required that onsite fuel supply for essential power systems be
provided to operate the system for not less than 6 hours (full-demand operation) for Skilled Nursing
Facilities (SNFs). While the calculated load and sizing requirements of fuel for emergency generators,
generally results in facilities with onsite fuel storage sufficient for more than 6 hours operation, the
California Department of Health Care Access and Information noted that there are very few facilities that
have intentionally provided more than the code minimum, similarly noting that it therefore appears that
the majority of generators deployed at California SNFs do not have 96 hours of onsite fuel storage.

DEFINITIONS/REQUIREMENTS:
Safe Temperature for Residents

“Comfortable temperature” under normal operating conditions: Title 22 , California Code of Regulations,
Section 72657, Mechanical Systems, requires that “heating, air conditioning and ventilation systems shall
be maintained in normal operating conditions to provide a comfortable temperature and shall meet the
requirements of Section T17-105, Title 24, California Administrative Code.”

Title 24, California Code of Regulations, California Mechanical Code, Chapter 4 VENTILATION AIR,
Table 4-A lists temperature range requirements for locations in buildings based on use and function.
Patient areas are required to have mechanical systems designed to maintain temperatures between 70 and
75 degrees.

“Safe temperature” under emergency conditions: Federal Code of Regulations, Title 42,
§483.73(b)(1)(ii)(A), CMS emergency preparedness requirements, states, “alternate sources of energy to
maintain — Temperatures to protect resident health and safety and for the safe and sanitary storage of
provisions.” Title 42, §483.10(i)(6) requires “comfortable and safe temperature levels. Facilities initially
certified after October 1, 1990, must maintain a temperature range of 71 to 81 degrees F.” Furthermore,
CMS requires facilities to establish procedures that determine how heating and cooling of their facility
will be maintained during an emergency, including when there is a loss of the primary power source. Itis
noted that facilities are not required to heat and cool the entire building evenly but must ensure safe
temperatures are maintained in areas deemed necessary to protect patients, other persons and for stored
provisions. (This is to be determined by the facility risk assessment.)

Life-saving equipment

Life-saving equipment, where provided, shall have power provisions for a period of 96 hours from an
alternate source of power. Life-saving equipment may include but shall not be limited to ventilators,
AEDs, crash carts with defibrillators, intravenous therapy equipment, feeding pumps, 1V pumps,
nebulizer machines, suction equipment, and medication dispensing machines.

Oxygen-generating devices

Oxygen generating devices, were provided, shall have power provisions for a period of 96 hours from an
alternate source of power. Oxygen-generating devices may include but shall not be limited to
concentrators and positive pressure apparatus as identified in Title 22, California Code of Regulations,
Section 51511.
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COMPLIANCE OPTIONS

The following three scenarios provide compliance options for existing SNF’s to meet California Health
and Safety Code §1418.22:

1. Add new power loads to existing or replacement emergency generator.

2. Add new or additional generator.

3. Introduce a new healthcare migrogrid to the system comprised of any combination of
generator(s), turbine(s), fuel cell(s), photovoltaics, battery storage system, or other on-site
Distributed Energy Resources (DER’s) and be configured to parallel with a normal
distribution board at the facility.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HCAI Policy Intent Notice (PIN) 74 — Skilled Nursing Facility Alternate Source of Power has developed
a two-step process for owners to systematically identify the cooling equipment, life-saving equipment and
oxygen generating devices at their facilities, and to first answer the question as to whether these systems
will continue to operate in the event of a utility power outage. For additional information see:
https://hcai.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/PIN-74_Skilled-Nursing-Facility-Alternate-Source-of-
Power Rev-041022_A.pdf or contact the California Department of Health Care Access and Information,
Offices of Statewide Hospital Planning and Development at either of the offices below:

2020 West EI Camino Avenue, Suite 800 355 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 1900
Sacramento, CA. 95833 Los Angeles, CA. 90071
(916) 440-6300 (213) 897-0166

THIS CRITICAL INFORMATION BULLETIN IS A PUBLIC SERVICE OF “PEDAL”

The Pasadena based PEDAL team is a cross-departmental working group that includes representation
from the Pasadena City Manager’s Office, Public Health, Fire, Police, City Prosecutor’s Office, Planning
& Community Development and affiliated non-profit social service, educational and healthcare
organizations and professionals working cooperatively to improve the quality of life for older adults and
adults with disabilities residing in skilled nursing homes and long-term care facilities. Towards that
objective, the PEDAL team endeavors to raise awareness, provide outreach and education, and expand
lines of communication for healthcare workers, facility residents and facility operators. From time-to-
time PEDAL will issue memoranda in an effort to educate on a variety of issues that deserve attention and
in doing so will refrain from addressing specific incidents to preserve confidentiality and anonymity.
This PEDAL Team Critical Information Bulletin is consistent with our stated goal of providing outreach,
education and communication to skilled nursing home and long-term care providers in Pasadena.
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