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NOTICE

The information contained in this bulletin is not intended as advice or direction in any
particular incident, rather, it is intended as a general summary and is subject to change.
This Critical Information Bulletin (CRIB) presents information as of the date noted
herein. Facilities have a responsibility to monitor policy/guidance changes as they may
occur. All healthcare workers should also confer with their appropriate facility staff and
licensing agency.

These are guidelines meant to provide best-practices in infection control, but it is
incumbent on your facility to adapt this to your facility’s unique services, population,
layout, etc. It is vital you work with your owner, administrator, Director of Nursing, and
other key staff to operationalize these policies before cases or outbreaks are identified.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this notice is to provide Infection Preventionists and relevant staff in long
term care facilities updated resources in infection control to aid in the prevention of
diseases that affect the quality of life for the residents of their facilities. Skilled Nursing
Facilities (SNFs) aim to provide short-term care for patients after surgeries or long
hospital stays with a focus on providing 24-hour medical care and rehabilitation services.
SNF populations typically include individuals that are at higher risk of infections such as
older adults and those with chronic illnesses. An effective prevention program in SNFs is
the foundation of protecting staff, residents, and visitors from healthcare associated
infections (HAIs).

BACKGROUND

The role of an Infection Preventionist (IP) is defined by the California Department of
Public Health’s (CDPH) AFL 20-85: Assembly Bill (AB) 2644 — Skilled Nursing
Facilities: Infection Preventionists and Communicable Disease Reporting, “Effective
January 1, 2021, AB 2644 requires a SNF to have a full-time IP, a role that may be
shared by two staff members if the total time dedicated to the IP role is equivalent to one



https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-20-85.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-20-85.aspx
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full-time staff member. The [P must be a registered nurse or licensed vocational nurse,
and the IP hours cannot be included in the 3.5 direct care service hours per patient day
required in a SNF.”

The qualifications of an Infection Preventionist were further expanded in CDPH AFL 21-
51: Assembly Bill (AB) 1585 — Expansion of SNF Infection Preventionist (IP) Minimum
Qualifications effective January 1, 2022, “AB 1585 expands existing eligibility and
minimum qualifications for a SNF's IP. The IP must have primary professional training
as a licensed nurse, medical technologist, microbiologist, epidemiologist, public health
professional, or other health care related field. The IP must be qualified by education,
training, clinical or health care experience, or certification, and must have completed
specialized training in infection prevention and control.”

It is incumbent on the IP and SNF leadership to review guidelines and evidence-based
infection control best-practices and implement them for their facilities. Below you will
find links to infection control best-practices for healthcare facilities, including SNFs.

Resources

Influenza Outbreak Prevention and Control Guidelines

e Influenza and other Non-Covid-19 Respiratory Illness Outbreak Quicksheet

e Recommendations for Prevention and Control of COVID-19, Influenza, and Other
Respiratory Viral Infections in California Skilled Nursing Facilities — 2024-25

e (Caregiver Flu Toolkit

Norovirus

e Norovirus Outbreak Prevention Toolkit: A Guide for Preventing Norovirus Outbreaks in
SNFs

e [llness Reporting Requirements for Food Service Workers and Persons in Charge

e Disinfectant Information Sheet for Congregate Living Facilities

e How to make a 0.1% Chlorine Solution to Disinfect Surfaces in Healthcare Settings

Scabies
e Scabies Prevention and Control Guidelines for Healthcare Settings

Bedbugs
e CDPH Bedbug Guidance
e What You Need to Know About Bed Bugs Flyer

Antibiotic Stewardship
e The Core Elements of Antibiotic Stewardship for Nursing Homes Checklist

Enhanced Standard Precautions
e Enhanced Standard Precautions for Skilled Nursing Facilities

Multidrug Resistant Organisms

e CDPH Carbapenem Resistant Organisms (Pseudomonas Acinetobacter Species) Quicksheet
o  (Cohorting Guidance for Patients or Residents Infected or Colonized with MDROs

o  Candida auris Action Plan Checklist



https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-21-51.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-21-51.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-21-51.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Immunization/FluAndRespiratoryIllnessOutbreakQuicksheet.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA_RecsPrevControl_RespVirus_SNFs.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA_RecsPrevControl_RespVirus_SNFs.pdf
https://www.lung.org/getmedia/0d3729db-c6ab-4acb-a579-3969e391846e/ALA_FoF_CaregiverToolkit_110121.pdf
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/Norovirus/NorovirusToolkit2023.pdf
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/Norovirus/NorovirusToolkit2023.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DFDCS/CDPH%20Document%20Library/FDB/FoodSafetyProgram/RetailFood/IllRepReq.pdf
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/wp-content/uploads/Disinfectant-Information-Sheet-for-Congregate-Living-Facilities.pdf?v=1753736846993
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/hcp/non-us-settings/chlorine-solution-healthcare-settings.pdf
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/Scabies/ScabiesGuidelinesFinal.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/BedBugsFactSheet.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/BedBugsFlyer.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/media/pdfs/core-elements-antibiotic-stewardship-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Enhanced-Standard-Precautions.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CPOQuicksheet.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/MDROCohorting.pdf
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/C.auris_Checklist.pdf
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e Health Officer Order for Reporting of CRE and AR of Bacterial Pathogens FAQs

Tuberculosis

e Preventing TB in Your Clinical Setting: A Practical Guidebook

e CDPH AFL 19-28: Assembly Bill (AB) 2644 — Skilled Nursing Facilities: Infection
Preventionists and Communicable Disease Reporting

Water Management

e Developing a Water Management Program to Reduce Legionella Growth and Spread in
Buildings

If you are viewing a printed version of this document and would like to access a resource above,
scan the QR code:

bit.ly/PEDAL-Critical-Bulletin

Other Resources:

For more information, scan the QR code:

bit.ly/LTCF-Staff-Info

THIS CRITICAL INFORMATION BULLETIN IS A PUBLIC SERVICE OF “PEDAL”

The Pasadena based PEDAL team is a cross-departmental working group that includes
representation from the Pasadena City Manager’s Office, Public Health, Fire, Police, City
Prosecutor’s Office, Planning & Community Development and affiliated non-profit social
service, educational and healthcare organizations and professionals working cooperatively to
improve the quality of life for older adults and adults with disabilities residing in skilled nursing
homes and long-term care facilities. The PEDAL team endeavors to raise awareness, provide
outreach and education, and expand lines of communication for healthcare workers, facility
residents and facility operators. This PEDAL Team Critical Information Bulletin is consistent
with our stated goal of providing outreach, education and communication to skilled nursing home
and long-term care providers in Pasadena.
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http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/CRE_HOO_FAQ.pdf
https://ctca.org/wp-content/uploads/Preventing-TB-in-Your-Clinical-Setting-A-Practical-Guidebook.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-20-85.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/AFL-20-85.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/control-legionella/media/pdfs/toolkit.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/control-legionella/media/pdfs/toolkit.pdf

