OrricE OF THE MAYOR

May 17, 2023

The Honorable Rob Bonta
Attorney General

California Department of Justice
Office of the Attorney General

Post Office Box 944255
Sacramento, California 92444-2550

RE: SUPPORT OF PROPOSED RULE CMS-6084-P
DISCLOSURE OF OWNERSHIP INFORMATION IN NURSING HOMES

Dear Attorney General Bonta:

On behalf of the City of Pasadena, I write to express my appreciation for your joining a
multi-state coalition of 18 state attorneys general and the Inspector General of Washington D.C.
in supporting U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services Proposed Rule CMS-6084-P to improve the safety and quality of care of
nursing homes by requiring nursing facilities be more transparent in disclosing critical
information associated with facility ownership, management, and operations.

Pasadena broadly supports legislation intended to enhance protections and care for skilled
nursing facility residents and the individuals who care for them by strengthening regulation of
skilled nursing facility oversight and increasing overall transparency and accountability.

While Pasadena does not license. regulate, or operate primary care, skilled nursing, long-
term care or acute care hospitals, the City has a deep seated interest in health and long-term care
access, as both are key factors in improving the quality of life of our residents. In furtherance of
those interests, in August 2021, Pasadena formed a strategic alliance with USC’s Keck School of
Medicine, Huntington Hospital, and WISE and Healthy Aging, launching the Pasadena Elderly
and Dependent Adult Liaisons (PEDAL) team to leverage the knowledge, skills and abilities of
City staff, non-profit social service, educational and healthcare organizations necessary to
improve the quality of life for the more than 3,000 residents in over 100 skilled nursing and long-
term care facilities in Pasadena. The purpose of the PEDAL team is to raise awareness of
focused healthcare matters; resolve issues important to facility residents, their families, and their
healthcare professionals; and conduct community outreach, code enforcement and, if necessary,
prosecution.
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Pasadena is proud to be one of four cities in California with its own public health
department and since 1892 has been responsible for helping protect, maintain, and improve the
quality of health of the Pasadena community. To that end, the city of Pasadena and the
composite group of professionals that comprise the PEDAL team, is committed to exploring
ways to identify, support and improve mechanisms that will increase standards of care at skilled
nursing and assisted living facilities. Unfortunately, those efforts can by stymied by corporate
owners/operators, private equity investors, REIT’s and similar investors that often create
complicated asset, management, and operating structures to purposefully avoid disclosure of the
extent of their ownership or involvement in the facilities’ operations, hinder law enforcement
efforts to address substandard care and otherwise obfuscate the identify of true decision makers
at skilled nursing and assisted living facilities. Efforts intended to increase transparency and
provide clear and unambiguous articulation of skilled nursing facility ownership will be
conducive in improving corporate responsibility and concomitant improvements in health and
safety outcomes for our medically frail population.

Thank you for supporting efforts to improve transparency in nursing facility ownership as
they are an important component in improving health outcomes and enabling regulatory agencies
to more effectively investigate and ameliorate the root cause of substandard care in skilled
nursing facilities.

Sincerely,
VICTOR M. GORDO
Mayor

VG/nr

e The Honorable Anthony Portantino, Senator

The Honorable Chris Holden, Assemblymember

Miguel Marquez, City Manager, City of Pasadena

Manuel Carmona, Acting Director Pasadena Public Health Department, City of Pasadena
Jennifer Paige, Director of Planning and Community Services Department, City of
Pasadena

David Jones, Emanuels Jones & Associates



