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INTRODUCTION
1.0

PURPOSE AND INTENT
The purpose of the Arroyo Seco Design Guidelines is to provide:
1.1
1.1

Design criteria for preservation, restoration, and conservation of the Arroyo
Seco leading to a unified park design that reflects the natural environment, the
heritage of the site, and its relationship to the traditions of the City of
Pasadena; and

1.2

A unifying set of design criteria for improvements set forth in the Arroyo
Seco Master Plans consistent with preservation and restoration of the natural
environment.

Figure 1

View of the Colorado Street Bridge in the Arroyo Seco.
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2.0

FRAMEWORK
2.1

Arroyo Seco Master Plan
. The Arroyo Seco Master Plans include the following:
•
•
•
•
•

2.2

Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan
Central Arroyo Seco Master Plan
Lower Arroyo Seco Master Plan
Rose Bowl Use Plan
Design Guidelines for the Arroyo Seco

Goals and Objectives of the Arroyo Seco Master Plan
These Design Guidelines are intended to provide guidance for implementation
of the objectives set forth in the Arroyo Seco Master Plan and other applicable
directives such as the Arroyo Seco Lands Ordinance, pertinent traffic
management plans, multigovernment agreements, and other appropriate
standards.
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3.0

IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS
3.1

Park Improvements and Capital Improvement Projects
All projects shall be subject to the requirements for design review pursuant to
the Pasadena Municipal Code. Park improvements shall be subject to the
City’s Capital Improvements Projects (CIP) review process. As such, the
Parks and Natural Resources Division Administrator (under the Department of
Public Works) shall find that the major improvements and/or CIP project is in
substantial conformance with the Arroyo Seco Design Guidelines and will
initiate reviews by the City’s Design Commission, Recreation and Parks
Commission, and the Historic Preservation Commission (if appropriate).
Reference to commission review in specific sections of these guidelines does
not imply that commission review is unnecessary with respect to other areas.

3.2

Minor Park Improvements
All projects shall be subject to the
requirements for design review
pursuant to the Pasadena
Municipal Code. Minor park
improvement activities will be
subject to a substantial
conformance review by the Parks
and Natural Resources
Administrator and the Planning
and Development Director for
compliance with the Arroyo Seco
Design Guidelines. These minor
improvements include repair of
existing structures and
replacement of plant materials.

4.0

AMENDMENT PROCESS
Amendments to the Arroyo Seco Design
Figure 2
The riparian nature of the Arroyo Seco.
Guidelines shall be reviewed by the
Design Commission, the Recreation and
Parks Commission, and the Historic Preservation Commission (if appropriate), and
then submitted to the City Council for approval.
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Chapter 1. Over-Riding
Design Principles
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CHAPTER 1

OVER-RIDING DESIGN
PRINCIPLES
1.1

OVERVIEW

These Design Guidelines seek to ensure an
ongoing effort to preserve the unique character
of the Arroyo Seco by providing a unifying set
of design principles for the three sub-areas that
make up Pasadena’s Arroyo Seco. The
commonalities between the three sub-areas are
the backbone of these design guidelines.
Factors to be considered are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Restoration of the Arroyo Seco Stream
Course and Environment;
Habitat Restoration;
Preservation of Cultural Resources;
Enhancement of Appropriate Recreational
Opportunities;
Limitation of Man-made Objects in the
Natural Environment;
Flood Management in Balance with the
Natural Environment;
The Challenge of Integrating and Regulating
Private Use within the Arroyo Seco;
Water Conservation and Protection of Water
Resources, and
Public Safety and Accessibility

Each of the three sub-areas also have the
following unique elements which contribute to
the formulation of the design principles.
1.2
•

Hahamongna Watershed Park
As the largest undeveloped, though altered,
wild area in the City of Pasadena, and the
gateway to the wilderness area of the
National Forest to the north, its character
should minimize man-made modifications.
Any improvements should be done to
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minimize their impact and dominance over any native plants or animals.
•

The proximity to the San Gabriel Mountain range mandates close attention to flood and
sediment management for the safety of downstream uses;

The rehabilitated Devils Gate Dam provides opportunities for the seasonal holding of water for
water conservation and habitat restoration; and
•

1.3

The area provides 40% of Pasadena’s water supply.

Central Arroyo Seco

•

The Rose Bowl is set in the midst of a natural preservation area and residential
neighborhoods;

•

This sub-area has:

1.4

•

The most developed park land and the greatest active recreational use;

•

The largest amount of paved parking;

•

The greatest amount of turf with the existence of Brookside Golf Course; and

•

Culturally significant structures, walls, and trails that need preservation.

•

Attention must be paid to traffic mitigation including public transportation.

Lower Arroyo Seco
•

This area has been designated a cultural heritage landmark;

•

This sub-area has:
•

The most confined area for competing recreational uses;

•

Culturally significant structures and walls that need preservation;

•

An experimental low-flow stream restoration project; and
Residential neighborhoods in close proximity to natural preservation
areas
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1.5

General Guiding Principles for Design Guidelines

The chapters that follow set forth numerous guidelines to ensure a desirable result for future
improvements in the Arroyo Seco. The following general guiding principles are at the core
of each of the specific guidelines developed for the Arroyo Seco and its environment:
•

Limit the creation of man-made objects and minimize any impact to the
natural environment.

•

Enrich and promote the unique natural character of the Arroyo Seco;

•

Restore the Arroyo Seco stream course and its environment;

•

Encourage simplicity of design and integrity of materials;

•

Provide a safe and secure environment for people and animals within the
limits of the natural environment;

Figure 1-2

La Casita in the Lower Arroyo embodies many of the general guiding principles.
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•

Avoid use of colors that distract from the natural environment;

•

Use appropriate scale to ensure harmony with surroundings and the human
scale;

•

Use natural materials;

•

Provide accessibility for all where possible;

•

Preserve natural resources;

•

Ensure that improvements can be maintained; and

•

Preserve historical and cultural elements.
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CHAPTER 2

HABITAT RESTORATION AND
LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS
Consistent with the Arroyo Seco Ordinance
and the Arroyo Seco Master Plans, new
plantings within the Arroyo Seco shall be
native species when practical. There are also
unique settings which include long-established
gardens and high-use recreation areas. This
chapter seeks to clarify these distinctions and
provide criteria to assist with the
implementation of habitat restoration and
ongoing park landscaping improvements
which preserve the unique character of the
Arroyo Seco.
This chapter is organized as follows:
2.1

HABITAT RESTORATION
2.1.1 Definition
2.1.2 General Guidelines

2.2

LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS
2.2.1 Definition
2.2.2 General Guidelines

2.3

FIRE MITIGATION
2.3.1 Definition
2.3.2 General Guidelines for
Sloped Areas
2.3.3 General Guidelines for
Fire Mitigation

Figure 2-1 Habitat restoration is planned for much of
the Arroyo Seco in Pasadena including this reach in the
Central Arroyo, south of Devil's Gate Dam.

Figure 2-2
protected
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Old stands of coast live oak trees shall be
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2.1

HABITAT RESTORATION
The conservation and restoration of open space areas within the Arroyo Seco is the
cornerstone of creating a cohesive park and one that embodies the natural heritage of
this important watershed. Only if the natural areas are carefully restored and
conserved in perpetuity, will the true potential for this park be realized. The Arroyo
Seco can become an ecological living laboratory and a respite for Pasadena residents
as well as a testimony to their commitment to ecological preservation.

2.1.1

Definition
Habitat restoration plans or projects for the Arroyo Seco Master Plan will:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

Figure 2-3

Preserve the historical ecosystem of the Arroyo;
Reestablish, enhance, and manage the plant communities native to the
Arroyo Seco Region of the San Gabriel foothills;
Protect and enhance the Arroyo Seco Watershed;
Allow public access to the natural habitats and open space consistent with
the goal of protecting the habitat by considering the carrying capacity;
Enhance the habitat for greater biodiversity;
Create and/or maintain continuous transitions of natural habitat as a wildlife
corridor that connects Pasadena’s Arroyo Seco to the larger Arroyo Seco
Watershed and the San Gabriel foothills; and
Provide for the maintenance, monitoring, and assessment of the plan andd
its projects with special consideration for additional plantings.

Changes in habitat from summer to winter in the Hahamongna Watershed Park.
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2.1.2

General Guidelines
1.

All habitat restoration plans will comply with the special regulations for
natural preservation areas from Pasadena City Ordinance, Chapter 3.32,
Arroyo Seco Public Lands, or its amendment.

2.

Native plant communities will be established in areas that previously
supported their ecology but have become altered.

3.

Habitat restoration will maintain local genetic diversity.

4.

Habitat restoration plan criteria:
a.
b.
c.

d.
e.
f.
g.

All restoration plans shall have the benefit of specialty consultants to
ensure viability of restoration efforts;
Restoration efforts will promote better quality habitat for wildlife;
Seed and other planting material (e.g., cuttings and container stock) will
be collected from the project vicinity to the extent feasible, and/or, if
necessary, will utilize plant stock material from reputable native plant
nurseries;
Site preparation and planting techniques for all restoration efforts will
comply with the Biological Technical Report for the Hahamongna
Watershed Park and the Plant Palettes found in Appendix A;
Responsibility for maintenance of planting and for the monitoring of their
progress is required;
Habitat restoration plans will eliminate ruderal areas within the Arroyo
Seco as much as possible due to their low habitat value for wildlife and
native plant species;
Seasonal timing (late fall, winter, and early spring rainy seasons) for
planting will be anticipated to attain a successful restoration planting.

Figure 2-4 Opportunities for riparian habitat restoration and/or
enhancement are prevalent throughout the Arroyo Seco

2-3

CITY OF PASADENA / ARROYO SECO MASTER PLANS
Design Guidelines

7.

5.

Restoration Plan projects shall be designed to restore the natural plant
communities for improved habitat quality for biodiversity (flora and fauna),
sustainability, landscape aesthetics, and the concomitant enjoyment by park
users.

6.

Any habitat restoration site that
requires grading will apply
landform-contouring principles
found in Appendix C.
Any habitat restoration should strive
to remove nonhistoric structures and
return original grades where feasible.

Figure 2-5 Use of City-produced mulch is a valuable tool
for successful habitat restoration projects.
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2.2

LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS

2.2.1

Definition
Landscape improvement areas are those areas that are not identified as habitat
restoration areas but where planting is desired. Landscape improvement areas
typically include areas around buildings, natural open space areas, grass areas not
used as sports fields, roadways, specialty gardens, and planned beautification areas.

2.2.2

General Guidelines
1.

Landscape improvements will preserve the historical heritage of the City of
Pasadena and the Arroyo Seco.

2.

Landscape improvements will preserve and protect the natural resources
within the Arroyo Seco.

3.

Landscape plantings in any area that is not a habitat restoration area or
natural open space shall:
a.
b.
c.
d.

e.

Utilize species from plant communities native to the Arroyo Seco
Watershed (see Appendix A);
Use California native plants;
Use drought-tolerant, water- conserving species;
Keep use of nonnative species
to a minimum and only
specify when native species
will not be in the best interest
of the landscape improvement
due to the need to blend with
an existing adjoining
landscape, maintenance
constraints, environmental site
conditions (soil, exposure,
micro-climate, etc.) and/or
desired aesthetics; and
Any nonnative plants shall be
selected so as not to pose a
threat of excessive
proliferation or threat to native
species.

4. Multipurpose fields and open play
areas within the Arroyo
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utilize naturalized design solutions.
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Seco will use turf as the predominate plant
material; however, the use of turf should be
kept to the minimum extent needed.
5.

Turf varieties that are water conserving,
tolerant of heavy use, and not dependent on
chemical fertilizers for their success are
preferred.

6.

Heavy-use or vehicular-access turf areas
will be constructed using products that
provide added structure and resist
compaction.

Figure 2-7 The landscape at La Casita
is a fine example of native planting .

7.

The use of herbicides and pesticides will be discouraged.

8.

Where required, custom-mixed N-P-K ratios of organic fertilizer (such as
Ultra-gro) in combination with irrigation best management practices are
preferred to ensure complete absorption and to avoid impacts on
groundwater.

9.

Mulching in open areas and within the drip line of new plantings is highly
encouraged for weed control. Mulch shall be of the highest quality and free
of weed seeds and invasive seedpods, free of palm fronds and pine needles,
and free of chips from invasive plants (castor bean, arundo dona, and tree
tobacco).

10.

Responsibility for maintenance of planting and monitoring the progress of
new planting areas is required.

11.

Landscaping will be used to provide screening, as needed, between
identified park-usage areas such as active recreation areas, structures, and
parking lots. Landscape screening criteria include:

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Choosing a plant palette indigenous to nearest open space area;
Grouping trees to simulate natural stands;
Planting canopy trees to unify an area choosing dominant tree type
indigenous to the area;
Installing intermediate trees for screening, windbreak, and visual interest;
Planting shrubs as baffles and screens and to add visual interest with
floral and foliage display; and
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f.

Installing ground cover to stabilize slopes and berms.

12.

Vines should be permanently secured to vertical building/wall surfaces. At
retaining walls, vines and shrubs shall be installed and spaced so as to
completely cover walls at maturity.

13.

Plantings should be arranged by similar moisture needs.

14.

The arterial streets and collector roads within the Arroyo Seco shall be
pedestrian oriented. Canopy shade trees are to be regularly spaced within
beds of shrubs and/or groundcover. This treatment will also provide a
canopy over the walkways for a more pleasant pedestrian environment. The
use of similar understory plant materials will unite a landscape theme along
a roadway.

15.

Plantings of the slopes in the Arroyo Seco will be landscaped with:

a.
b.

Species from plant communities native to the Arroyo Seco Watershed
(see Appendix A); and/or
California native species.

16.

The slopes of the Arroyo Seco shall serve and contribute to the wildlife
corridor of the Arroyo Seco Watershed.

17.

Slopes that serve as buffers between developed park areas and surrounding
residential neighborhoods will be landscaped with taller tree species in
natural groupings to mitigate any impacts caused by the developed park
areas.

18.

Tree placement on slopes adjacent to parking lots will be landscaped to
mitigate any impacts caused by the parking lots.

19. Irrigation Systems shall not be exposed.

Figure 2-8 Native flowers highlight trail-hiking
experience.
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2.3

FIRE MITIGATION

2.3.1

Definition
The sloped areas are the steep banks of the Arroyo Seco, some of which are identified
as natural preservation areas by the Arroyo Seco Public Lands Ordinance. These
areas have unique landscape requirements.
Fire Mitigation is the management of the threat of fire and is of great importance in
the Arroyo Seco landscape.

2.3.2

General Guidelines for Sloped Areas
1.

Fire protection efforts will not jeopardize the stability of the slopes.

2.

Fire protection considerations shall not take precedence over appropriate
habitat restoration.

3.

Slopes adjacent to the new and existing park areas as well as residential
neighborhoods will receive special landscape treatment to mitigate the
visual impact on the park areas. The slopes will be landscaped at a greater
density than the average interior project slopes. The slopes will have an
informal quality relating to a more naturalized character.

4.

Tree placement on slopes adjacent to parking lots will receive exceptional
efforts to mitigate the visual impact of the parking lots.

Figure 2-9 Slopes adjacent to developed park areas, and separating park areas
from a residential neighborhood, will incorporate taller trees in natural groupings.
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2.3.3

General Guidelines for Fire Mitigation

Figure 2-10

1.

Fire mitigation shall be balanced with habitat conservation and slope
protection.

2.

Denuding of slopes shall be prohibited.

Brush clearing shall be balanced with habitat conservation and slope protection.

2-9
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CHAPTER 3

ARCHITECTURE
Pasadena has played an important role in the evolution of its architecture. Architectural
expression within and adjacent to the Arroyo Seco will continue to reflect this contribution
and be an important part of the total effect of the park’s impact on the community. Each
structure should seek to demonstrate the harmony between what is built by man and what
exists naturally.
This chapter is organized as follows:
3.1

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN CONCEPTS
3.1.1 Definition
3.1.2 General Guidelines
3.1.3 Unique Settings

3.2

PUBLIC USE STRUCTURES
3.2.1 Recreational/Clubhouse Facilities
3.2.2 Restrooms
3.2.3 Maintenance
Facilities
3.2.4 Open Structures and
Bridges
3.2.5 Permanent Storage
Facilities
3.2.6 Event-Related
Facilities

Figure 3-1

Structures in the Arroyo Seco shall demonstrate a harmony with nature.
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3.1

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN CONCEPTS

3.1.1

Definition
These guidelines provide the direction for all new construction, renovations,
alterations, improvements and replacements to existing structures and event-related
facilities within the Arroyo Seco.

3.1.2

Figure 3-2

General Guidelines
1.

All structures shall be of a scale and character appropriate to the Arroyo Seco
and their location shall be environmentally sensitive and integrated to the site.

2.

All facilities shall emphasize the natural setting and use of natural materials.

3.

Structures and facilities that are replacements to existing buildings/facilities
shall contribute to and enhance the park environment as a whole without any
loss or degradation of habitat or openspace. Any such buildings shall not
significantly increase the floor area or height over the original structure.

4.

Structures serving the same function (such as restrooms) shall use the same
color palette throughout the Arroyo Seco. Building color shall not use more
than three colors and should be warm and earth-toned. When appropriate,
arroyo stone should be incorporated into the design.

5.

Architecture shall provide visual and textural interest discernable through sitesensitive massing, quality building detailing, materials, and colors.

6.

The siting and layout of the improvement shall consider the microclimate of the
Arroyo Seco and modifications to the microclimate induced by the
improvement. The microclimate produced by a building in relation to its

This demonstrates a before and after of an existing restroom facility with the earthen tones and stone design specification simulated.
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immediate surroundings will impact users. Microclimate factors include sun,
shade, glare, precipitation, surface and ground water, and wind and breezes.
Modifications to microclimate can be produced by landscaping, walls, grading,
hardscape, water features, lighting, planting, irrigation, and other built or
natural elements as well as the improvement itself.
9.

3.1.3

The use of sustainable materials and sustainable design approaches is strongly
encouraged.

Unique Settings
1.

In the Central and Lower Arroyo Seco, new structures are currently restricted in
the Natural Preservation Areas to those required for utility operations, park
maintenance, and protection of plant and animal communities.

1.

All changes to existing structures within the Lower Arroyo are subject to the
Historical Landmark review process.

Figure 3-3 La Casita del Arroyo, is a popular landmark in the Lower Arroyo Seco and represents many positive
architectural elements.
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3.2

PUBLIC USE STRUCTURES

3.2.1

Recreational/Clubhouse Facilities

3.2.2

1.

All structures shall have colors sympathetic to the Arroyo Seco color palette.
(See 3.1.2 #4.)

2.

All existing structures shall seek to incorporate ADA accessibility standards
into improvement plans.

Restrooms
1.

All bathroom structures will be of the same color palette. (See 3.1.2 #4.)

2.

Design and layout of restrooms shall be easily accessible from picnic and
primary activity areas. When adjacent to play areas, some consideration shall
be given to providing limited sports equipment storage. Since the adoption of
these guidelines, a storage policy was put into place; see Appendix F .

3.

Restroom structures shall be accessible and comply with ADA requirements.

4.

The use of doors and gates shall be avoided during hours of operation by
locking them open.

5.

Restroom structures shall be able to be secured when not in use.

6.

In the upper and lower Arroyo Seco, sloped roofs with fire-retardant slatecolored shingles shall be used to prevent collection of leaves and trash. Gutters
are not desirable.

7

Storage rooms for maintenance
and recreational use storage
should always be considered in
the design to minimize the
number of structures.

8.

There shall be a landscape plan
for every restroom.

Figure 3-4 Existing Restroom in the Oak Grove upper Arroyo Seco
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3.2.3

Maintenance Facilities
Maintenance facilities include, but are not limited to, storage yards, maintenance field
offices, and large bin-storage areas (Refer to Appendix F, Park Equipment Storage
Facility Policy).
1.

Maintenance facilities shall be located away from major areas of activity and
from natural settings.

2.

Maintenance facilities shall be accessible from an existing all-weather road.

3.

Maintenance facilities shall be enclosed for safety. (Refer to Walls, Fencing,
and Gates, Chapter 7)

4.

Maintenance facilities shall provide an aesthetically designed enclosure or
covered area to protect equipment and vehicles from the elements.

5.

Maintenance facilities shall be located in as remote a location as possible and
aesthetically designed and screened to minimize any visual impacts to the
greater park area.

6. Site facilities shall be located or landscaped to provide tree canopy to minimize

views from below and above.
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3.2.4

Open Structures and Bridges
1.

Wood and timber construction is
preferred for overhead trellises.

2.

Open structures shall use wood
beams in combination with wood,
concrete, brick, arroyo stone piers,
unpainted weathering steel or
other natural materials, i.e., copper
and wrought iron.

3.

Built-in grills, outdoor sinks,
water fountains, and picnic tables
shall be considered in the design
and layout of picnic shelters.
(Refer to Site Furnishings, Section
11.7.)

3.2.5

Permanent Storage Facilities
1.

.
3.2.6

All storage facilities in the Arroyo
Seco shall comply with the City’s
Park Equipment Storage Facility
Policy, Appendix F.

Figure 3-5 The trellis structure at La Casita in Lower
Arroyo is a good example of heavy timber construction.

Event-Related Facilities
1.

Event-related facilities shall be defined as all those temporary structures and
lights relating to the facilitation of temporary events including but not limited to
fabric or fabric-like structures, tensile structures, inflatable structures, kiosks,
directional devices (including temporary signs and way-finding signs), fencing,
viewing stands, and corrals.
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CHAPTER 4

CULTURAL RESOURCES
The Cultural Resource Chapter gives general guidelines for the preservation of cultural
resources associated with park improvements in the Arroyo Seco.
4.1

DEFINITION

Cultural resources refer to areas, places,
buildings, structures, outdoor works of art,
natural features, and other objects having a
special historical, cultural, archaeological,
architectural, community, or aesthetic value.
The organization of this chapter is as follows:
4.1
4.2

DEFINITION
Figure 4-1 A heritage Live Oak circa 1900 stands as
timeless reminder of Arroyo Seco’s natural environment.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
PRESERVATION
4.2.1 General Guidelines
4.2.2 Unique Settings

Figure 4-2 Here is an early photo, “Looking North” up
the Arroyo Seco.

Figure 4-3 A turn of the century “Brookside Breakfast”
photo documents traditional recreational use of the Arroyo
Seco.
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4.2

CULTURAL RESOURCES PRESERVATION

4.2.1

General Guidelines
1.

The cultural and historical heritage of the Arroyo Seco will be preserved and
enhanced.

2.

The restoration and enhancement of the Arroyo Seco will balance the needs of
the active and passive park users with the preservation of native plant and
animal habitat for a sustainable ecosystem throughout the park.

3.

Opportunities for interpretive sites and/or educational centers that provide
public information about the cultural resources of the Arroyo Seco or their
preservation, including Native American traditions, will be encouraged.

4.

Preservation, conservation, or enhancement of cultural resource areas shall be
undertaken with the assurance that they can be properly maintained.

5.

All improvement plans will seek to preserve and protect any paleontological
and archaeological resources and sites within the Arroyo Seco.

6.

Proposed improvements or modifications to existing cultural resources in the
Arroyo Seco will require additional review by the Historic Preservation
Commission.

Figure 4-4
resource.

The Rockery in Brookside Parks is a valued cultural
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4.2.2

Unique Settings
1.

The Lower Arroyo Seco (from
Holly Street Bridge south to
the South Pasadena boundary)
is designated as a Landmark
(Chapter 2.75 of the PMC).
As such, all improvement
plans in this area shall comply
with Chapter 2.75 of the PMC.

Figure 4-5 The Colorado Street Bridge is an important icon
that has become symbolic of the Arroyo Seco.
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CHAPTER 5

RECREATION
5.1

DEFINITION

Recreation in the Arroyo Seco has an
extensive history dating back to 1884 and the
then famous Switzer’s Camp. Current active
and passive recreational use of the Arroyo
Seco is substantial. Coordinating the balance
between natural preservation and these
recreational uses in the park is vital to the
long-term integrity of the park. This chapter
seeks to set criteria by which recreational use
can successfully exist in a manner which
protects the natural ecosystem of the Arroyo
Seco.
This chapter is organized as follows:
5.1

DEFINITION

5.2

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELDS
5.2.1 General Guidelines
5.2.2 Exceptions (To Standards)

5.3

SPORTS COURTS AND SPECIAL
FACILITIES
5.3.1 General Guidelines
5.3.2 Exceptions (To Standards)

5.4

CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS
5.4.1 General Guidelines
5.4.2 Unique Settings

5.5

RECREATIONAL COURSES AND
RANGES
5.5.1 General Guidelines
5.5.2 Unique Settings

5.6

LAKES AND PONDS
5.6.1 General Guidelines

Figure 5-1 Disc golf course in the Hahamongna
Watershed Park is a popular recreational institution.

Figure 5-2 Many different types of active recreation
share the facilities in the Central Arroyo Seco.
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5.2

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELDS
Multi-purpose fields are large open grass (turf) areas that can be used for a variety of
uses including but not limited to active recreational sports, staging area for events,
large group gatherings, temporary RV parking, and model airplane/glider flying.

5.2.1

General Guidelines
1.

Multi-purpose fields will utilize a resilient turf hybrid customized to withstand
the rigors of high recreational use; and to protect groundwater will use minimal
amounts of water, fertilizers, and pesticides..

2.

Multi-purpose play fields will be designed with a public restroom in the near
vicinity. Sports equipment storage shall comply with the City’s Park
Equipment Storage Facilities Policy in Appendix F.

3.

Multi-purpose fields will be used for their intended primary use. The use of a
multi-purpose field for parking shall be the exception rather than the norm and
shall not damage the turf’s ability to recover.

4.

Multi-purpose fields shall have
controlled access on at least two
sides to accommodate field
access by autos, equipment, and
trucks.

5.

Multi-purpose fields will have an
adequate, water-conserving
irrigation system that provides
good head-to-head coverage.

6.

There shall be no permanent
seating around the perimeter of a
multi-purpose field with the
exception of historic structures.

Figure 5-3 Soccer is a popular active sport that is
regularly scheduled on the multi-purpose fields of Arroyo
Seco.

7.

The perimeter of a multi-purpose field shall be protected from vehicles and
trucks entering the field.

8.

Where fields are grouped, at least one field will be supplied with electrical
power for public gatherings, which complies with City code requirements.

9.

Permanent or temporary lights are not allowed on multi-purpose fields.
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5.2.2

5.3

Exceptions (To Standards)
1.

Diamond #1 at Brookside Park is a baseball stadium (Jackie Robinson Baseball
Stadium) where permanent seating exists and shall be restored.

2.

The use of temporary lights in fields in the Central Arroyo sub-area is subject to
the approval of the Recreation and Parks Commission.

3.

Improvements to or the augmentation to existing permanent field lighting in the
Central Arroyo sub-area are subject to the approval of the Recreation and Parks
Commission and the Design Commission, and they shall be reviewed by
appropriate environmental specialists for impacts on Arroyo ecosystems.

SPORTS COURTS AND SPECIAL FACILITIES
Athletic sports courts and several unique recreational facilities exist and are planned
in the Arroyo Seco Master Plan. These include: tennis courts, a volleyball court, and
a horseshoe court.

5.3.1

General Guidelines
1.

Lighted facilities should be limited to designated high-use areas in the Central
Arroyo sub-area and shall be subject to environmental evaluation and approved
by the Recreation and Parks Commission and the Design Commission.

2.

All sports courts and special facilities shall be designed to maximize ease of
maintenance and for long-term durability.

3.

Improvements to sports courts and special facilities shall be made under the
regulation and industry standard for the sport the court/facility is serving.

4.

ADA accessibility shall be provided where feasible to all sports courts and
special facilities.

5.

Improvements to sports courts and special facilities shall be of the highest
quality craftsmanship and utilize the highest quality materials.
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5.3.2

Unique Settings
TENNIS COURTS
1.

Heavy-duty nylon nets
shall be used.

2.

A drinking fountain with
the capability to fill sports
bottles shall be in close
proximity of the tennis
courts.

3.

Fencing improvements
Figure 5-4 The lighted tennis courts at Brookside Park provide
shall be vinyl-coated
an important nighttime recreational opportunity.
fencing in black or forest
green where screening is not needed; where screening on fence is needed,
screening shall be forest green and meet the industry standard for this sport.

4.

Landscaping for screening around the perimeter of the tennis courts is required
and shall not interfere with play on the court.

Figure 5-5

Volleyball courts in Brookside Park.
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VOLLEYBALL COURTS
1.

The volleyball courts shall be regulation-size.

2.

Permanent poles for nets shall be provided on the court; permit holders can use
personal net or rent net from Recreation Department.

3.

Court surface shall not be more than six inches lower than its surroundings.

HORSESHOE COURT
1.

Horseshoe courts shall use wooden backstops painted forest green.

2.

The primary surface material shall be native soil or decomposed granite (DG),
but grass is also allowed.

3.

The iron stake area shall be native soil or DG to withstand the weight of the
horseshoes when thrown.
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5.4

CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS
The Arroyo Seco Plan calls for traditional children’s play areas as well as
“environmental play areas.” Traditional play areas will have play equipment selected
and installed. The environmental play areas will use natural materials in a confined
space where children can learn and play.

5.4.1

Figure 5-6

General Guidelines
1.

Children’s play areas shall be safe, durable, and practical to maintain and
replace.

2.

Children’s play areas shall be creative, attractive, and not distract from the
surrounding park ambiance.

3.

All children’s play areas shall incorporate nearby perimeter seating.

4.

The use of natural colors appropriate to the Arroyo shall be used for the color
palette for all manufactured play equipment.

5.

The use of natural materials is strongly encouraged in all areas and required in
the upper and lower Arroyo Seco.

Children’s play areas must be able to withstand high use.
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5.4.2

Unique Settings
TRADITIONAL CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS
1.

Play equipment colors: Color samples shall be submitted to the Recreation and
Parks Commission and the Design Commission for approval prior to
installation.

2.

Use of artifical play surfaces shall be kept to a minimum. Natural materials,
i.e., “Fibar” is encouraged.

3.

Play areas and equipment shall meet current ADA standards.

4.

The largest play equipment area in Brookside Park shall be especially
innovative, take advantage of park topography, and be reviewed by the
Recreation and Parks Commission and the Design Commission.

CHILDREN’S ENVIRONMENTAL PLAY AREA
Natural materials shall be used to create innovative, active, fun, and playing and
climbing areas for children.
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5.5

RECREATIONAL COURSES AND RANGES
A number of historical courses and ranges exist in the Arroyo Seco that have greatly
contributed to the heritage of the City and the sports they represent. These
recreational courses and ranges include archery, golf, par courses, the casting pond,
and disc golf.

5.5.1

5.5.2

General Guidelines
1.

All recreational courses and ranges shall be designed to maximize ease of
maintenance and provide long-term durability.

2.

Improvements to the recreational courses and ranges in the Arroyo Seco shall
be made under the regulation and industry standard for the sport the
course/range is serving.

3.

ADA accessibility shall be provided where feasible to all recreational courses
and ranges.

4.

Improvements to recreational courses and ranges shall be of the highest quality
craftsmanship and utilize the highest quality materials.

Unique Settings
ARCHERY
1.

A construction detail for targets will be established.

2.

Targets will utilize hay bales.

3.

Trails and shooting lanes will be clearly marked; a large map of the range will
provided at a central location.

4.

The range will be landscaped utilizing plant species from the plant community
it is within.

5.

Permanent physical barriers as well as a signage program will keep other
recreational users of the range separated from targets and shooting lanes and
shall be reviewed by the Recreation and Parks Commission and the Design
Commission.

6.

The designated seat for the archery range is shown in Section 11.5.
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GOLF
1.

Golf courses shall be designed to conserve water.

2.

Improvements to golf course landscaping shall comprise a complete
native/drought-tolerant landscape.

3.

Improvements to the perimeter fencing of the golf course shall be of quality
materials and be compatible with the materials and setting of the Arroyo Seco.

PAR COURSES
1.

Par course stations shall be of natural, permeable materials.

2.

Par course stations shall include signage at each station indicating a map of the
overall par course circuit.

3.

Par course stations shall not interfere with other park uses.

4.

Par course equipment shall be attractive, well designed, and suitable for the
Arroyo Seco identity and setting.

Figure 5-7 Physical fitness stations in Brookside Park should be safe and durable. Golf courses are encouraged to use plant
palettes that are native and drought tolerant
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DISC GOLF
1.

Baskets will be placed to minimize conflicts with other park users, vegetation,
and wildlife.

2.

A comprehensive plan for the disc golf course in the Oak Grove area of
Hahamongna will be prepared by a qualified professional and reviewed by the
Design Commission.

3.

The historical elements of the existing disc golf course in the Oak Grove area of
Hahamongna will be incorporated into the new course where feasible.

4.

Each hole will have two sleeve locations for a variety of play and to mitigate
any impacts to surrounding trees and vegetation.

5.

The designated seat for the disc golf course is shown in Section 11.5.

Figure 5-8

Disc golf course in the Oak Grove area of Hahamongna Watershed Park.
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5.6

LAKES AND PONDS
These design guidelines have been prepared for all new permanent lakes and ponds
in the Arroyo Seco as well as for the existing casting pond.

5.6.1

General Guidelines
1.

All lakes and ponds shall be designed to maximize ease of maintenance and
provide long-term durability.

2.

ADA accessibility shall be provided where feasible to all lakes and ponds.

3.

Improvements to lakes and ponds shall be of the highest quality craftsmanship
and utilize the highest quality of materials.

4.

All water bodies shall be evaluated by appropriate experts.

5.

Lakes shall be designed to minimize loss of water.
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CASTING POND
1.

The casting pond in the Lower Arroyo Seco shall have a pond designed to hold
water no more than 18 inches in depth.

2.

The casting pond shall be improved and incorporate the following design
guidelines:






Figure 5-9

The asphalt surrounding the pond will be removed and replaced with a
permeable, sturdy surface that drains well and resists the elements.
The surface of the pond will be replaced with a material that holds water
and is suitable to the Arroyo and holds water.
The drainage system for the pond will be improved to resolve the existing
problems.
The aeration of the pond and collection of debris will be improved.
The shape and configuration of the pond should provide a more natural
shape and setting.

Casting Pond in the Lower Arroyo Seco.
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CHAPTER 6

SIGNAGE
6.1

DEFINITION

Signage refers to all informational graphic and
text displays within the park whether on the
ground, suspended overhead, or attached to a
structure or permanent site furnishing. A
unified signage program represents an
opportunity to unify the disparate components
of the Arroyo Seco while informing and
directing the visitor to all of the varied
experiences in or about the park.
The organization of this chapter is as follows:
6.1

DEFINITION

6.2

SIGNAGE PROGRAM GUIDELINES
6.2.1 Requirements
6.2.2 General Guidelines

Figure 6-1 Informational kiosks can play an
important role in educating and informing the public.

Figure 6-2 This signage at La Casita del Arroyo is consistent
with the natural heritage of the Arroyo Seco and provides
information about an ecological theme.
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6.2

SIGNAGE PROGRAM GUIDELINES

6.2.1

Requirements
1.

A Comprehensive Signage Program for the Arroyo Seco shall be prepared by a
capable graphic design professional and submitted to the City of Pasadena
Recreation and Parks Commission and Design Commission for review. At a
minimum, the Signage Program shall be consistent with the guidelines that
follow.

2.

The Signage Program shall include a unique logo to represent the overall Arroyo
Seco identity for Pasadena under which the secondary identities of the three subareas of the Arroyo Seco shall be depicted. The purpose of the Arroyo Seco
identity is to preserve the unique character of the area to demonstrate an
understanding of the elements that make the Arroyo one continuous environment.

3.

The Signage Program shall contribute to a coordinated, coherent image of the
Arroyo Seco. This includes limiting signage quantity and size to that which is
necessary for information and safety purposes in order to avoid visual clutter and
confusion. Existing signage not conforming to the standards of the sign program
shall be eliminated.

4.

The Signage Program shall be comprised of the fewest signs to be located in the
most appropriate places. Messages shall be firm, direct, and positive.

5.

Whenever feasible, the signs specified in the Signage Program shall be ADA
certified. (See Figure 6-3 below.) Raised characters and Braille for the visually
impaired should be used where possible on logos, maps, and other graphic
information.

Figure 6-3 A good example of using natural
materials and addressing ADA concerns with
use of raised letters.

Figure 6-4 An example of sign clutter,
that should be avoided.
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6.

The signage program shall require creativity, quality of craftsmanship, durable
materials, simple design, and an economy of words.

7.

The signage program shall demonstrate an understanding that in the natural
preservation areas, the manmade (including signs) shall be largely invisible.

6.2.2

General Guidelines
1.

A plan for locations of wayfinding signs shall be prepared and submitted to the
City of Pasadena Parks and Natural Resources Division and the Design
Commission.

2.

Permanent signage shall:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

identify entry points along streets
direct visitors to specific buildings and permanent facilities
control automobile, service/emergency vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian
traffic
identify parking areas for motorists, bicycles, motorcycles, and service/
emergency vehicles
provide interpretive information
list pertinent park rules and City codes

3.

A recognizable system of wayfinding signs with a clear hierarchy to be selfguiding shall be utilized.

4.

Signage at all key entrances of the Arroyo Seco shall be provided. The design of
entrance signs must impart the uniqueness of the Arroyo landscape.

5.

Park identification signs that identify the three park sub-areas as specific
destinations` shall be provided.

6.

Main and secondary park identification signs shall be located at the key entries to
each park and within the park.

7.

Safety rules and regulations signs shall be displayed to promote a safe and
enjoyable park experience, protect park visitors and the park environment, and
respond to liability issues.

8.

The following Code Required Signs shall be displayed:
a.
b.

Life safety signs for fire and other emergencies and for disabled access
shall be provided.
Code signs with the specific shapes, sizes, colors, and messages necessary
to comply with the specific requirements for their use shall be provided.
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9.

Trail signs shall display safety information and identify specific trail user groups
to prevent trail conflicts.

10.

Elements for posting of reservations or other public information shall be
integrated to other structures wherever feasible, i.e., buildings, fences, and walls.

11.

Temporary signage for events with a seasonal duration, or New Year’s related
events, or events lasting more than three days shall:
•
•

12.

have a coordinated signage program that is reviewed by the Parks and
Natural Resources Division and the Recreation and Parks Commission;
shall not conflict with the approved Comprehensive Signage Program; and

Signage shall be designed to minimize vandalism and consider ease of
replacement and cost for such.
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CHAPTER 7

WALLS, FENCES, AND GATES
7.1

DEFINITION

Many of the existing walls and gates of the Arroyo
Seco have great traditional character that has
contributed to the heritage of the City. As these
defining elements are repaired and constructed
throughout the greater park area, a new sense of
unification with the traditions of the past can be
solidified.
This chapter seeks to guide wall repair efforts as
well as new fence and gate improvements
throughout the Arroyo Seco. Gates in this chapter
refer to pedestrian “walk-thru” gates. A separate
discussion of gates used for traffic control is found
in Section 9.
Figure 7-1 The neighboring residential gates
along the Arroyo Seco offer excellent examples of
appropriate design.

Organization of this chapter is as follows:
7.1

DEFINITION

7.2

GENERAL GUIDELINES
7.2.1 Walls
7.2.2 Fencing
7.2.3 Pedestrian Gates

Figure 7-2 The traditional use of arroyo stone
throughout the park will be continued.
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7.2

GENERAL GUIDELINES

7.2.1

Walls
1.

Where appropriate, vines and/or shrubs can be located against walls in areas
where vandalism (graffiti) is a problem.

2.

The stone walls in the Arroyo are culturally significant and shall be preserved.

3.

Wall improvements in the Arroyo Seco shall primarily consist of walls that are
faced in arroyo stone.

4.

Walls constructed of split-faced block may be allowed in appropriate situations
as determined by the Design Commission..

5.

Wall improvements shall use the historic masonry style of the Arroyo by using
a variety of sizes of stone, with large stones and boulders at the base of the wall
including dry-stack techniques.

6.

See the Wall Restoration Standards in Appendix E for improvements being
considered to an existing stone wall or the construction of a new arroyo stone
wall.

Figure 7-3 This low, well maintained perimeter wall is multifunctional, setting an open,
friendly border to the park and offering a sitting space for the park user.
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7.

Where an existing stone retaining wall is in need of repair and posing a threat to
the further degradation of the wall or to the public, the wall will be improved to
ensure structural stability. See Appendix E, Wall Restoration Standards.

8.

Wall improvements will consider drainage patterns immediate to the wall and
provide weep holes at regular intervals and/or the appropriate drainage solution
to protect the longevity of the wall.

9.

Improvements to arroyo stone walls will be made by a qualified craftsman in
the masonry trade with demonstrable experience with similar work.

10.

Low stone walls will be finished so that the top of the wall is smooth, flat, and
comfortable enough to be used as seating.

11.

A well-crafted and proportionately sized cantilevered concrete cap atop an
arroyo stone wall or pilaster is an acceptable design.

12.

All construction and repair of the arroyo stone walls and steps shall be done in
accordance with the current City of Pasadena’s “Standard Specifications for
Public Works Construction” (popularly known as the “Greenbook”)..

13.

Arroyo stone walls along neighborhood trails shall be restored.

Figure 7-4
park.

The natural materials of the perimeter walls blend well with open space areas of the
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7.2.2

Fences
1.

All new fencing shall follow the standards below. In addition, all existing chain
link fencing shall be evaluated as to whether fencing at that particular location
is truly necessary or should be replaced with a more aesthetic alternative, such
as:
a.
b.
c.
d.

A planted hedge
A well designed wrought iron fence
A low arroyo stone garden wall in combination with wrought iron panels
painted forest green or black
Polyvinyl coated chain link (in black or forest green)

2.

Where appropriate, vines and/or shrubs will be located against existing chain
link fencing.

3.

Fencing at special locations shall be creative and integrate an artistic element.

Figure 7-5 While functional, chain link fencing should
eventually be removed and replaced by wrought iron or
substituted with an arroyo stone wall design solution.

Figure 7-6 This type of low, arroyo stone interior wall is to
be emulated in future park improvements.
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7.2.3

Pedestrian Gates
1.

All existing galvanized chain link gates shall be evaluated as to whether a gate
at that particular location is truly necessary; if not, it shall be removed. If it is
necessary, it will be replaced with material appropriate to the adjoining fence.

2.

All pedestrian gates shall be designed to accommodate multiple locks.

3.

All gate design should be durable, functional, consistent with the natural
preservation theme of the Arroyo Seco, and consider ease of maintenance.

4.

Gates that enclose park maintenance related facilities shall be solid and/or have
screening to mitigate views of equipment, etc.

5.

As much as possible, gates for similar purposes at multiple locations should be
standardized to assist in unifying the Arroyo Seco.
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CHAPTER 8

ROADS AND TRAILS
8.1

DEFINITION

The roads and trails of the Arroyo Seco are
important components in unifying the Arroyo
Seco into a cohesive park. When the visitor
can experience the totality of the Arroyo Seco
on the human scale, unencumbered by urban
influences, then the Arroyo Seco realizes its
true potential.
This chapter seeks to implement unifying
criteria for Pedestrian Walkways, Hiking
Trails, Bikeways, Equestrian Trails, and
Roadways. The guidelines in this chapter will
define and give direction for refining and
strengthening the trail network and roadways
as ongoing improvements to the Arroyo Seco
are implemented.
This chapter is organized as follows:
8.1

DEFINITION

8.2

GENERAL GUIDELINES

8.2

NON-MOTORIZED ROUTES
8.3.1 Pedestrian Walkways
8.3.2 Hiking Trails
8.3.3 Bikeways and Bike Paths
8.3.4 Equestrian Trails
8.3.5

Figure 8-1 Carefully routed trails through natural
habitat areas should heighten public awareness about
respect for the ecology.

Roads: Street
Standards

Figure 8-2 The “loop” around the Rose Bowl in the Central Arroyo
is a heavily used route for multiple recreational uses, including
bicycling.
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8.2

GENERAL GUIDELINES
1.

All nonmotorized routes connecting
recreation facilities to parking areas
shall meet ADA standards where
feasible.

2.

Nonmotorized routes shall ensure
ease of park circulation and shall be
functional and safe.

3.

Trail design and routing shall be
consistent with the aesthetic and
environmentally sensitive open
space areas of the Arroyo Seco.
(Refer to Habitat Restoration,
Section 2.1.)

4.

Drainage and slope conditions shall
be taken into consideration when
selecting appropriate surface
materials. Materials selected shall
control erosion, ensure safety, and
minimize maintenance. (See
Figures 8-3 and 8-4.)
Figure 8-3 An example of erosion on a sloped
decomposed-granite pedestrian path.

5.

All routes, especially pedestrian
walkways and trails, shall include natural barriers to shield habitat where
appropriate and feasible.

6.

A predominantly nonmotorized access to the Arroyo Seco is encouraged.

7.

A comprehensive and final Master Plan of Trails shall be prepared, and
reviewed and adopted by the necessary City Commissions and City Council.
The Master Plan of Trails should be related closely to the comprehensive
signage program described in Section 6.2.
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8.

The Master Plan of Trails shall consider providing links to the surrounding
neighborhoods.

Figure 8-4

Trails that traverse steep slopes amplify the need for erosion control and drainage solutions.
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8.3

NONMOTORIZED ROUTES

8.3.1

Pedestrian Walkways

1.

Use of asphalt and concrete on
walkways shall be minimized.
The use of permeable surfaces is
preferred.

2.

When asphalt, concrete, or any
other impervious surface is the
material of choice, it shall be of
the highest quality and
craftsmanship. Attempts shall be
made to select colors and mixes
that resemble older material (such
as concrete with a high amount of
aggregate to resemble an old
walkway).

Figure 8-7 A goal for the trail program shall be to greatly
minimize the need for pedestrians to use the roadway.
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Figure 8-6 Note use of parkway and natural stone to
separate pedestrian walkway from vehicular traffic.

Figure 8-8 Some walkways provide for a variety of
recreational uses.
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8.3.2

Hiking Trails

1.

The width of the hiking
trail tread shall vary
depending on the
conditions of the terrain
and on the need to provide
maintenance and
emergency vehicle access.
The minimum hiking trail
tread width shall be two
feet.

2.

Brush, shrubs, and tree
branches shall be cleared a
maximum of two feet on
each side of the hiking trail
tread for safety and to allow
hikers room to step to the
side as necessary.

3.

All overhanging trees shall
be pruned to allow for a
maximum of eight foot
clearance along the trail.

4.

Trails shall be constructed
using materials appropriate
to their location; the
preferred materials are
natural soil, decomposed
granite, road base, or a
blend of any.

Figure 8-9 Trail linkage points are vital to unifying the Arroyo Seco. Here
the trail in the Lower Arroyo ends in Pasadena and continues into South
Pasadena and the Lower reaches of the Arroyo Seco.

Figure 8-10 Destination points along trail routes should be clearly marked
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8.3.3

Bikeways and Bike Paths
1.

Bikeways shall be standardized
to the extent feasible in a
comprehensive Master Plan of
Trails and submitted to the Parks
and Natural Resources Division
Administrator.

2.

Bicycle roadways shall be
separated from other slower
moving nonmotorized routes
with a physical barrier.

3.

The Kenneth Newell bikeway
shall be preserved.

4.

Bikeways and bike paths shall adhere to the City’s Bicycle Master Plan.

5.

The use of concrete curb and gutter should be avoided wherever possible, and
the use of stone edges is encouraged.

Figure 8-11 Good example of a bikeway bordered by
natural elements.

Figure 8-12 The Central Arroyo Master Plan suggests improvements to separate bicyclists from pedestrians on
“the loop.”
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8.3.4

Equestrian Trails

1.

When space is limited, an
equestrian trail adjacent to a
roadway or parking lot shall
have a barrier such as a line of
boulders or a protective splitrail fence separating riders
from cars and bicycles.

2.

Soil or natural surfaces should
predominate throughout the
equestrian trails. Hard
surfaces should be kept to a
minimum.

Figure 8-13 Many of the existing equestrian trails are in need
of improvement for safe access.

Figure 8-14 Equestrian Use of the Arroyo Seco is a time
honored tradition.
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8.3.5

3.

The width of the equestrian trail tread shall vary depending on the conditions of
the terrain and on the need to provide maintenance and emergency vehicle
access. The minimum equestrian trail tread width shall be three feet.

4.

Brush, shrub, and tree branches shall be cleared 30 inches on each side of the
equestrian trail tread for safety and to allow equestrians and hikers room to
move to the side as necessary.

5.

All overhanging trees shall be pruned to allow a ten foot clearance along the
trail.

Roads: Street Standards
1.

All roads shall be permeable and/or not paved when feasible.

2.

Soft shoulders or rolled curbs, rather than curb and gutter, shall be utilized when
feasible.

3.

Concrete curb and gutter is undesirable and if needed should be constructed
with a stone curb.

4.

As practical, existing curb and gutter should be removed or replaced with a
stone curb.
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CHAPTER 9

PARKING, TRAFFIC CONTROL, AND PAVING
9.1

DEFINITION

Parking represents a significant challenge to
the Arroyo Seco. Daily visitors, as well as
traditional event attendees, bring thousands of
vehicles to the park. These guidelines seek to
help guide ongoing parking lot and traffic
control design, to integrate the suggested
improvements, and to minimize impact on the
Arroyo Seco’s natural environment.
Chapter organization is as follows:
9.1

DEFINITION

9.2

GENERAL GUIDELINES
9.2.1 Parking Area Design
9.2.2 Traffic Control
9.2.3 Unique Settings

Figure 9-1 The need to accommodate high numbers of
visitors on an irregular basis complicates design solutions.

Figure 9-2 Event traffic control will benefit from signage
and parking lot program improvements.
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9.2

GENERAL GUIDELINES

9.2.1

Parking Area Design
1.

Small parking areas are to be encouraged in lieu of large hardscape parking lots.

2.

Where large-event parking areas are necessary, every effort should be made to
incorporate natural surfaces, such as decomposed granite, and to limit the
amount of impermeable surfaces within the Arroyo Seco.

3.

Parking designs should emphasize pedestrian access to, from, and within public
parking lots along public sidewalks, trails, or passageways.

Figure 9-3

Smaller parking areas such as the one above at La Casita are to be encouraged.
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9.2.2

4.

Parking lots shall have a perimeter landscape buffer of not less than five feet in
width and not less than eight feet in width in parking lots that accommodate
more than 200 cars. The landscape buffer shall comply with the landscape
guidelines in Section 2.2 and shall provide shade, visual relief, and collect
runoff, but not totally block views into the parking lot.

5.

Parking lots shall provide landscape medians between and at the ends of
parking rows, whenever possible. Landscape designs should not be overly
repetitive or regimented.

6.

Tree wells in parking lots should be large enough to ensure the success of trees
and shall have a raised planter to protect the tree. Tree wells that are flush with
the parking lot grade are not encouraged. Grouping of trees is encouraged.

7.

Parking lots shall provide landscaped swales to manage storm water runoff, and
provide landscape relief and shade.

Traffic Control
1.

Bollards may be used to separate motorized vehicles and pedestrians, warn of
each other’s presence and to control and/or limit access to specific portions of
the Arroyo Seco. In all other circumstances, boulders and other natural barriers
should be used.

2.

Where practical, bollards shall be designed and installed to be removable in
order to provide temporary service and emergency access.

3.

Generally, all bollards shall be a standard 42-inch high, capped, and painted
forest green. Two 1½-inch wide bands of bright yellow reflective tape shall be
placed just below the cap to alert motorists in daylight and at night of the
presence of bollards. In special locations, decorative bollards may be used.

4.

Vehicle gates shall be a standard design, shall demonstrate design excellence,
and shall be of a color appropriate to the location. Gates at special locations
shall be creative and may integrate an artistic element.

5.

Perimeter barriers will be needed when complete access is prevented. Boulders
are preferred in establishing perimeter barriers. Typically, they are places to
keep motorized vehicles out of an area. They should be randomly spaced to
accomplish this goal and slightly buried to look natural and prevent rolling.

6.

Metal barrier rails should be replaced wherever possible with a grouping of
boulders or an arroyo stone wall.
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7.

Speed control buttons are recommended at equestrian crossings as a warning.
Where speeds need to be reduced, speed bumps may be employed.

Figure 9-4 White capped bollards help to control regular
vehicular access while still allowing passage by pedestrians.

Figure 9-5
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Stones can also be used to control vehicular access.
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9.2.3

Unique Settings
1.

A redesigned landscape treatment
of the Brookside Park parking lot
should seek to consolidate trees
into fewer, yet more aesthetically
pleasing landscape islands, which
reflect the natural character of the
Arroyo Seco.

2.

The utilization of parking areas by
special events should be
monitored to limit impacts on
natural areas.

Figure 9-6

Brookside Park Lot I is in need of redesign.

Figure 9-7 Parking lots fulfill a variety of needs within
the Arroyo Seco.

Figure 9-8 Specialized parking stalls here are a
good example of balancing parking needs with the
natural environment.
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CHAPTER 10

PUBLIC ART
This chapter is organized as follows:
10.1
10.2
10.3
10.1

FRAMEWORK
DEFINITION
GENERAL GUIDELINES

FRAMEWORK

The CIP Public Art Program provides the framework for the incorporation of art and culture
in civic spaces. The guidelines for this program mandate that 1% of the construction cost of
applicable CIP projects be deposited in the CIP Public Art Fund. Public art projects to be
funded are identified in the Public Art Section of the CIP Plan.
In early 2005 it is anticipated that an updated community cultural plan will be completed.
The plan is intended to identify needs and opportunities for infrastructure to support the
creation, presentation of, and access to art and culture. This document will inform and
prioritize the Public Art section of the CIP plan.
10.2

DEFINITION

Identification and Review: Art and culture projects identified in the Arroyo Seco Master Plan
and its Design Guidelines shall comply with the CIP Public Art Program Guidelines.
Identification of sites and project parameters will be approved by the Arts Commission as
part of the annual CIP public art plan review. Other commissions, including the Parks and
Recreation Commission, will review as appropriate. Private development in the Arroyo will
be subject to the City’s Guidelines for New Private Development.
10.3

GENERAL GUIDELINES

In the context of the Arroyo Seco Master Plan and these Design Guidelines, the following
guidelines apply in addition to those set forth in the CIP Public Art Guidelines:
1.

To the extent possible, physical and/or permanent art in the Arroyo should be limited.
Pubic art should be located within the Central Arroyo or outside the Arroyo Seco
entirely in order to minimize man-made elements in the Lower Arroyo and
Hahamongna Watershed Park.

2.

Site-Specific: Visual art projects will interpret the unique environmental conditions
and the natural processes of the Arroyo environment and heritage using natural
materials and compatible finishes when possible and appropriate. Artists may be
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encouraged to create site-specific work that reveals and interprets the unique
environmental condition, natural processes, and cultural responses to the environment
of the Arroyo Seco.
3.

Community Values: All forms of art and culture in the Arroyo will reflect
community values and the intended use of this public space, and be available to the
community at large.

4.

Definition of art and culture: Art and culture in the Arroyo should be defined and
interpreted in accordance with the CIP Public Art Guidelines, the mission of the Arts
Commission and its programming goals, and the Arroyo Seco Master Plan. To this
end, inclusion of art and culture in the Arroyo may include artists on design teams,
artists in residence at facilities or within the park, programming, cultural facilities,
temporary and permanent artwork, etc. It should be noted that there are currently a
number of amphitheatres of varying sizes, quality and intended use throughout the
Arroyo. These facilities should be renovated as soon as possible to accommodate
appropriate programming.

Figure 10-1 Tot lot sitting walls are an excellent opportunity to incorporate artistic elements.
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CHAPTER 11

SITE FURNISHINGS
11.1

DEFINITION

Site furnishings are the man-made articles that are needed in a public park to service the
needs of the public and/or that assist in the safe and orderly management of the park. The
appearance and identity of the Arroyo Seco will benefit from the unifying of site furnishings
throughout the park. Careful attention to detail and quality will help people feel more
comfortable and at home in all areas of the park. Whether it is a picnic table or a trash can,
each functional component adds to the experience . . . and the unanimity will increase with
the gradual implementation of improvements.
This chapter is organized as follows:
11.1

DEFINITION

11.2

LIGHTING

11.3

TRASH ENCLOSURES AND
RECEPTACLES

11.4

DOG WASTE DISPOSAL

11.5

BENCHES AND SEATING

11.6

OPEN CLASSROOMS AND
AMPHITHEATRES

11.7

PICNIC AND CAMPGROUND
FACILITIES

11.8

DRINKING FOUNTAINS

11.9

BIKE RACKS
Figure 11-1 New seating at the Brookside Tennis courts.

11-1

CITY OF PASADENA / ARROYO SECO MASTER PLANS
Design Guidelines

11.2

LIGHTING
11.2.1 Requirement
The Comprehensive Lighting Plan for the Arroyo Seco shall be prepared by a
qualified professional and submitted to the City of Pasadena Parks and Natural
Resources Division and Design Commission for review.
11.2.2 General Guidelines
The intent of these guidelines is to encourage effective, energy efficient, innovative
and site appropriate lighting in the Arroyo Seco as an integral component of the
Comprehensive Lighting Plan.
1.

There is no lighting
recommended within the natural
areas of the Arroyo Seco. The
Arroyo Seco is a wildlife
corridor, and nocturnal wildlife
is disrupted by lights. The
natural areas of the Arroyo Seco
(Lower Arroyo and
Hahamongna) close at sunset
per the Pasadena Municipal
Code.

•

Lighting shall not be placed
within the natural areas of the
Arroyo Seco except where a
need is demonstrated to exist and
that such lighting shall not have
an adverse impact on the
environment.
When lighting is required in the
natural areas, it shall be
understated and not excessively
bright.
Light fixtures shall be durable,
Figure 11-2 The La Casita parking lot light shown here
easily maintainable, and of the
is an example of a desired fixture for other areas in the
highest quality and
Arroyo Seco.
craftsmanship. Poles and
fixtures that meet these criteria and represent the heritage of Pasadena and the
Arroyo Seco are preferred.

•

•
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2.

Any lighting used in the natural areas of the Arroyo Seco shall be restricted to
security lighting attached to structures.

3.

Lighting near restrooms and other buildings shall be focused downward to limit
illumination of surrounding open space areas.

4.

Lighting shall consider surrounding residential areas and dark sky
considerations and use appropriate shields.

5.

All lighting improvements shall be energy conserving.

6.

The aesthetic quality of exterior building lighting should be considered in
relationship to adjacent streets and open spaces.

7.

Building name signage shall be illuminated, where appropriate, to facilitate
wayfinding.

8.

Athletic field lighting (new installations and renovations) should be reduced to
minimize impacts to the surrounding ecosystem.

9.

Lighting improvements in Central Arroyo sub-area shall consider the impact to
slopes in this area that serve as a wildlife corridor for the larger Arroyo Seco.

10.

Exterior lighting around built structures and the surrounding ecosystem shall
serve both safety and aesthetic purposes.

11.

Lighting of structures of architectural or historical merit shall be done by a
design professional and reviewed by the Design Commission for aesthetic
sensitivities, to protect from over-illumination, and to ensure that the
architectural integrity of the structure is maintained.
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11.3

TRASH ENCLOSURES AND RECEPTACLES
11.3.1 General Guidelines
1.

Trash enclosures shall use quality materials appropriate to the Arroyo Seco.
Where feasible, trash enclosures shall be faced with Arroyo stone.

2.

Trash enclosures shall be adjacent to paved roadways and near but not visible to
group picnic areas.

3.

The preferred trash receptacle for the Arroyo Seco is a 55-gallon oil drum.
OSHA recommends use of the smaller drum for ease of handling as compared
to the standard 55-gallon drum.

4.

Trash receptacles shall be painted La Casita Green and have drainage openings
at their base.

5.

Trash enclosures shall provide adequate access for pick-up vehicles to
maneuver safely.

6.

Vines growing on the exterior walls of trash enclosures are encouraged.
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11.4

DOG WASTE DISPOSAL
11.4.1 General Guidelines
1.

Dog-waste disposal bags shall be provided in dispensers as illustrated in Figure
11-4.

2.

Dog-waste disposal bag dispensers shall be mounted on a durable metal brown
post. They shall be a dark color.

3.

Dog waste disposal bag dispensers shall be conveniently located along
walkways and trails that are known routes for dog walkers.

Figure 11-4 This is an example of type of dog
waste disposal dispenser to be used for the Arroyo
Seco.

Figure 11-3 While well meaning, non-standard
bag dispenser should be replaced by a standardized
program.
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11.5

BENCHES AND SEATING
11.5.1 General Guidelines
1.

Benches shall be constructed of appropriate materials (such as natural and/or
recycled materials) and approved by the Recreation and Parks Commission and
the Design Commission.

2.

Bench and seat locations in the parks and along trailways shall take advantage
of views and shall enhance landscape design.

3.

In natural areas, a boulder or log or a grouping of such can be used to provide
seating at rest stops.

4.

Use of natural materials for proposed seating improvements are encouraged
where appropriate with the exception of recycled plastics

5.

Seats such as wood logs, poles, or planks in outdoor classrooms shall be
supported off the ground to take appropriate loads and to allow for maintenance
under these seating areas.

Figure 11-5 Two of the current bench designs in the Arroyo Seco.
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11.5.2 Unique Settings
1.

A custom bench shall be designed and approved for the stage area in Brookside
Park as part of that area’s improvements.

2.

Seating at the Archery Range and at the Disc Golf Course shall use the same
bench design. An example is shown in Figure 11-6.

3.

Commemorative benches and seating in the Arroyo Seco can include:
a.

Any of the acceptable bench designs with a standard-sized plaque inserted
in the center back of the bench. This request would require the approval of
the Parks and Natural Resources Administrator and the Design
Commission.

b.

A specially designed bench involving the participation of an artist. This
would require a review by the Recreation and Parks Commission with an
advisory design review by the Design Commission, and the Arts
Commission.

Figure 11-6

Sample of a bench that would be suitable for both the Archery Range and the Disc Golf Course.
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11.6

OPEN CLASSROOMS AND AMPHITHEATERS
11.6.1 General Guidelines

1.

Outdoor classrooms can be located on a natural gradient or “bowl” or on flat
terrain designated for such use by the Arroyo Seco Master Plan.

2.

Outdoor classrooms shall use materials that convey a message of conservation
and sustainability.

3.

Public seating for outdoor classrooms shall be simple in design, scaled to the
user, and incorporate natural materials such as arroyo stone, wood logs, or
poles.

4.

Outdoor classroom amenities could include a fire ring or a raised or at-grade
stage area.

5.

Outdoor classrooms shall use trees to provide protection from the sun and the
elements.

6.

No permanent enclosures or coverings shall be allowed over the seating areas of
open classrooms and amphitheaters.

7.

Stage enclosures, if any, shall be open and “airy.”

11.6.2 Unique Settings
1.

The stage area in Brookside Park will be the only outdoor amphitheater in the
Arroyo with electrical power.

Figure 11-8 Seats and stage structure are in need of
repair at the stage area in Brookside Park.

Figure 11-7 Amphitheatre seating is in need of repair.
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11.7

PICNIC AND CAMPGROUND FACILITIES
11.7.1 General Guidelines
1.

Picnic Tables:
Picnic tables should be constructed of appropriate materials , and shall be
reviewed by the Parks and Natural Resources Division and the Design
Commission.

2.

Fire Rings:
Existing fire rings shall be retained and restored.

Figure 11-9 A good example of a table design to be used in the Arroyo Seco.
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3.

Existing group barbeques that incorporate Arroyo stone shall be restored.

Figure 11-10 Existing arroyo stone grill areas can be custom converted into improved facilities by replacing grill surfaces with a
comparable standard model insert.
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11.8

DRINKING FOUNTAINS AND SINKS

11.8.1 General Guidelines
1. New or existing drinking fountains scheduled for repair shall incorporate an
Arroyo Seco stone facade.
2. Sinks in picnic areas shall incorporate Arroyo stone facade or other stone
surface materials.
3. Drinking fountains shall be installed with a ground drain for water run-off.
4. Drinking fountains that accommodate a lower fountain for dogs shall be
considered in appropriate locations.
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11.9

BIKE RACKS

11.9.1 Specifications
1. Bike racks shall be constructed of durable materials and approved by the Design
Commission and the Recreation and Parks Commission.
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APPENDIX A: HABITAT RESTORATION PLANT PALETTTES
Table A-1. Coast Live Oak Woodland Plant Palette
1

Scientific Name
Canopy Layer
Acer macrophyllum
Quercus agrifolia
Quercus engelmannii
Umbellularia californica
Shrub Understory Layer
Acer negundo
Adenostoma fasciculatum
Artemisia californica
Ceanothus oliganthus
Heteromeles arbutifolia
Malosma laurina
Mimulus aurantiacus
Quercus berberidifolia
Rhamnus californica
Ribes malvaceum
Rosa californica
Rubus ursinus
Salvia mellifera
Sambucus mexicana
Toxicodendron diversilobum
Herbaceous Understory Layer
Bromus carinatus
Eriophyllum confertiflorum
Gnaphalium californicum
Lathyrus vestitus
Lotus scoparius
Muhlenbergia rigens
Nassella pulchra
1
2
3
4

Common Name

1

Occurrence

Minimum
Density

Distribution

2

Spacing3
(feet)

Container
Size (gal.)

Bigleaf maple
Coast live oak
Engelmann oak
California bay/laurel

Occasional
Dominant
Occasional
Occasional

25/acre
100/acre
15/acre
15/acre

Groups: 2-3
Groups: 3-6
Groups: 2-3
Groups: 2-3

20
20
20
20

5, 15
1, 5, 15
5, 15
5, 15

Boxelder
Chamise
California sagebrush
Hairyleaf ceanothus
Toyon
Laurel sumac
Bush monkeyflower
Scrub oak
California coffeeberry
Chaparral gooseberry
California rose
California blackberry
Black sage
Mexican elderberry
Western poison oak

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Subdominant
Occasional
Occasional
Subdominant
Subdominant
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional

20/acre
20/acre
30/acre
20/acre
50/acre
20/acre
30/acre
50/acre
50/acre
25/acre
25/acre
25/acre
30/acre
15/acre
10/acre

Groups: 2-4
Groups: 3-6
Groups: 3-6
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 4-6
Groups: 6-8
Groups: 3-6
Groups: 4-6
Groups: 4-6
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 6-8
Groups: 4-8
Groups: 4-8
Groups: 2-3
Groups: 2-3

4
4
4
4
6
6
3
6
6
4
3
4
4
15
15

5, 15
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
5, 15
5, 15
1
1, 5
5, 15
1
1
1
1, 5
5, 15
1

California brome
Golden yarrow
California everlasting
Wild pea
Deerweed
Deergrass
Purple needlegrass

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional

lb./acre4

2
2

1

2

4
3
1
6
6
4
4

Plant species may be substituted with the concurrence of the project biologist/restoration specialist.
Scattered distribution indicates that plantings should be distributed throughout the terrestrial natural community.
Refers to distance between plants of the same species; category applies only to species planted in groups.
Final specifications for the seed mix will be developed after tests for purity and seed germination of seed collected for each species.
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Table A-2. Southern Willow Scrub Plant Palette
1

Scientific Name
Upper Canopy Layer
Acer macrophyllum
Platanus racemosa
Populus balsamifera ssp. trichocarpa
Populus fremontii ssp. fremontii
Sambucus mexicana
Salix gooddingii
Umbellularia californica
Lower Canopy Layer
Salix exigua
Salix laevigata
Salix lasiolepis
Salix lucida ssp. lasiandra
Shrub Understory Layer
Baccharis pilularis
Baccharis salicifolia
Rosa californica
Rubus ursinus
Vitis girdiana
Herbaceous Understory Layer
Ambrosia psilostachya
Artemisia douglasiana
Carex barbarae
Hordeum brachyantherum
Muhlenbergia rigens
Urtica dioica ssp. holosericea
1
2
3
4

Common Name

1

Minimum
Density

Occurrence

Distribution

2

Spacing3
(feet)

Container
Size (gal.)
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15

Bigleaf maple
Western sycamore
Black cottonwood
Fremont cottonwood
Mexican elderberry
Black willow
California bay/laurel

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Subdominant
Occasional

15/acre
20/acre
20/acre
25/acre
25/acre
50/acre
15/acre

Groups: 1-3
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 3-4
Groups: 3-4
Groups: 5-10
Groups: 1-3

20
20
20
20
15
10
20

Narrow-leaved willow
Red willow
Arroyo willow
Shining willow

Occasional
Subdominant
Dominant
Occasional

25/acre
50/acre
250/acre
25/acre

Groups: 3-4
Groups: 5-10
Scattered
Groups: 3-4

6
10

Coyote brush
Mule fat
California rose
California blackberry
Desert grape

Occasional
Dominant
Dominant
Subdominant
Subdominant

50/acre
200/acre
150/acre
100/acre
100/acre

Groups: 3-4
Groups: 5-15
Groups: 5-10
Groups: 4-8
Groups: 4-8

6
4
3
4
4

Western ragweed
Mugwort
Santa Barbara sedge
Meadow barley
Deergrass
Hoary nettle

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional

lb./acre4

5, 15

8
1
1
1
1
1

1
1

10
10
5
15
8
5

Plant species may be substituted with the concurrence of the project biologist/restoration specialist.
Scattered distribution indicates that plantings should be distributed throughout the terrestrial natural community.
Refers to distance between plants of the same species; category applies only to species planted in groups.
Final specifications for the seed mix will be developed after tests for purity and seed germination of seed collected for each species.
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Table A-3. Mule Fat Scrub Plant Palette
1

1
2
3
4

Common Name

1

Occurrence

Minimum
Density

Distribution

2

Scientific Name
Upper Canopy Layer
Acer macrophyllum
Alnus rhombifolia
Platanus racemosa
Populus fremontii ssp. fremontii
Populus balsamifera ssp. trichocarpa
Sambucus mexicana
Umbellularia californica

Bigleaf maple
White alder
Western sycamore
Fremont cottonwood
Black cottonwood
Mexican elderberry
California bay/laurel

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Subdominant
Occasional

20/acre
25/acre
25/acre
25/acre
20/acre
50/acre
20/acre

Groups: 1-3
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 3-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 3-4
Groups: 1-3

Lower Canopy Layer
Salix lasiolepis

Arroyo willow

Dominant

250/acre

Scattered

Shrub Understory Layer
Baccharis salicifolia
Rosa californica
Rubus ursinus
Vitis girdiana

Mule fat
California rose
California blackberry
Desert grape

Dominant
Dominant
Subdominant
Subdominant

200/acre
200/acre
100/acre
100/acre

Groups: 5-15
Groups: 5-10
Groups:4-8
Groups:4-8

Herbaceous Understory Layer
Ambrosia psilostachya
Artemisia douglasiana
Carex barbarae
Leymus condensatus
Muhlenbergia rigens
Urtica dioica ssp. holosericea

Western ragweed
Mugwort
Santa Barbara sedge
Giant wild rye
Deergrass
Hoary nettle

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional

Spacing3
(feet)

Container
Size (gal.)

20
20
20
20
20
15
20

5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15

4
3
4
4

1
1
1
1

lb./acre4

1

10
10
5
20
8
5

Plant species may be substituted with the concurrence of the project biologist/restoration specialist.
Scattered distribution indicates that plantings should be distributed throughout the terrestrial natural community.
Refers to distance between plants of the same species; category applies only to species planted in groups.
Final specifications for the seed mix will be developed after tests for purity and seed germination of seed collected for each species.
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Table A-4. Riversidian Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub Plant Palette
1

Scientific Name
Canopy Layer
Acer macrophyllum
Alnus rhombifolia
Juglans californica var. californica

Common Name

1

Bigleaf maple
White alder
Southern California black
walnut
Western sycamore
Fremont cottonwood
Mexican elderberry

Occurrence
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional

Minimum
Density

Distribution

10/acre
10/acre
10/acre

Groups: 1-2
Groups: 1-2
Groups: 1-2

2

Spacing3
(feet)

Container
Size (gal.)

20
20
20

5, 15
5, 15
5, 15

Plantanus racemosa
Occasional
15/acre
Groups: 2-3
20
Populus fremontii ssp. fremontii
Occasional
15/acre
Groups: 2-3
20
Sambucus mexicana
Occasional
10/acre
Groups: 1-2
15
Shrub Understory Layer
Artemisia californica
California sagebrush
Subdominant 30/acre
Groups: 2-4
4
Atriplex canescens
Four-wing saltbush
Occasional
20/acre
Groups: 2-4
4
Cercocarpus betuloides
Birchleaf mountain-mahogany
Occasional
20/acre
Groups: 2-4
4
Encelia farinosa
Brittlebush
Occasional
20/acre
Groups: 2-4
4
Eriodictyon crassifolium
Hairy yerba santa
Occasional
20/acre
Groups: 2-4
4
Eriogonum fasciculatum
California buckwheat
Subdominant 30/acre
Groups: 2-4
4
Isomeris arborea
Bladderpod
Occasional
10/acre
Groups: 1-2
4
Lepidospartum squamatum
Scalebroom
Dominant
50/acre
Groups: 2-4
6
Malosma laurina
Laurel sumac
Occasional
20/acre
Groups: 2-4
6
Opuntia littoralis
Coastal prickly pear
Occasional
20/acre
Groups: 1-2
4
Rhus integrifolia
Lemonadeberry
Occasional
20/acre
Groups: 2-4
6
Rhus ovata
Sugar bush
Occasional
20/acre
Groups: 2-4
6
Salvia apiana
White sage
Occasional
20/acre
Groups: 2-4
4
Salvia mellifera
Black sage
Subdominant 30/acre
Groups: 2-4
4
Toxicodendron diversilobum
Western poison oak
Occasional
10/acre
Groups: 1-2
10
Yucca whipplei
Chaparral yucca
Occasional
20/acre
Groups: 2-4
4
Herbaceous Understory Layer
Bromus carinatus
California brome
Occasional
Gnaphalium californicum
California everlasting
Occasional
Lotus scoparius
Deerweed
Occasional
Muhlenbergia rigens
Deergrass
Occasional
1
Plant species may be substituted with the concurrence of the project biologist/restoration specialist.
2
Scattered distribution indicates that plantings should be distributed throughout the terrestrial natural community.
3
Refers to distance between plants of the same species; category applies only to species planted in groups.
4
Final specifications for the seed mix will be developed after tests for purity and seed germination of seed collected for each species.
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1
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1, 5
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1
1

2

2
3
1

2
2

4
1
6
5
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Table A-5. Coastal Sage-Chaparral Scrub Plant Palette
Scientific Name1

Canopy Layer
Juglans californica var. californica
Sambucus mexicana
Shrub Understory Layer
Adenostoma fasciculatum
Artemisia californica
Ceanothus crassifolius
Cercocarpus betuloides
Dendromecon rigida
Encelia californica
Eriogonum fasciculatum
Eriophyllum confertiflorum
Heteromeles arbutifolia
Isocoma menziesii var. menziesii
Keckiella cordifolia
Mahonia nevinii
Malosma laurina
Mimulus aurantiacus
Opuntia littoralis
Prunus ilicifolia ssp. ilicifolia
Rhus integrifolia
Rhus ovata
Salvia apiana
Salvia mellifera
Quercus berberidifolia
Yucca whipplei

Common Name1

Occurrence

Minimum
Density

Distribution2

Spacing3
(feet)

Container
Size (gal.)

Southern California black
walnut
Mexican elderberry

Subdominant

30/acre

Groups: 1-2

20

5, 15

Subdominant

30/acre

Groups: 1-2

15

5, 15

Chamise
California sagebrush
Hoaryleaf ceanothus
Birchleaf mountain-mahogany
Bush poppy
California encelia
California buckwheat
Golden yarrow
Toyon
Goldenbush
Heartleaf penstemon
Nevin's barberry
Laurel sumac
Bush monkeyflower
Coastal prickly pear
Hollyleaf cherry
Lemonadeberry
Sugar bush
White sage
Black sage
Scrub oak
Chaparral yucca

Dominant
Dominant
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Subdominant
Subdominant
Occasional
Subdominant
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Subdominant
Occasional
Occasional

150/acre
150/acre
20/acre
30/acre
20/acre
75/acre
75/acre
40/acre
50/acre
20/acre
20/acre
20/acre
30/acre
50/acre
30/acre
30/acre
30/acre
30/acre
30/acre
50/acre
30/acre
30/acre

Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 1-2
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
6
6
4
6
6
6
4
4
6
4

1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1, 5
1
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2
8
2
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Coastal Sage-Chaparral Scrub Plant Palette, cont.
Herbaceous Understory Layer
Leymus condensatus
Lotus scoparius
Lupinus bicolor
Nassella lepida
Nassella pulchra
Scrophularia californica
1
2
3

Giant wild rye
Deerweed
Miniature lupine
foothill needlegrass
Purple needlegrass
California figwort

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional

Plant species may be substituted with the concurrence of the project biologist/restoration specialist.
Scattered distribution indicates that plantings should be distributed throughout the terrestrial natural community.
Refers to distance between plants of the same species; category applies only to species planted in groups.
4
Final specifications for the seed mix will be developed after tests for purity and seed germination of seed collected for each species.
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Table A-6. Southern Sycamore Riparian Woodland Plant Palette

1

Scientific Name
Upper Canopy Layer
Acer macrophyllum
Alnus rhombifolia
Fraxinus dipetala
Platanus racemosa
Populus balsamifera ssp. trichocarpa
Populus fremontii ssp. fremontii
Quercus agrifolia
Sambucus mexicana
Salix gooddingii
Umbellularia californica
Lower Canopy Layer
Salix laevigata
Salix lasiolepis
Salix lucida ssp. lasiandra
Shrub Understory Layer
Baccharis salicifolia
Rosa californica
Rubus ursinus
Herbaceous Understory Layer
Artemisia douglasiana
Hordeum brachyantherum
Muhlenbergia rigens
Urtica dioica ssp. holosericea
1
2
3
4

Common Name

1

Occurrence

Minimum
Density

Distribution

2

Spacing3
(feet)

Bigleaf maple
White alder
California ash
Western sycamore
Black cottonwood
Fremont cottonwood
Coast live oak
Mexican elderberry
Black willow
California bay/laurel

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Subdominant
Occasional

10/acre
15/acre
10/acre
30/acre
10/acre
10/acre
10/acre
15/acre
10/acre
10/acre

Groups: 1-3
Groups: 1-3
Groups: 1-3
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 3-4
Groups: 1-3
Groups: 3-4
Groups: 2-4
Groups: 1-3

20
20
20
20
20
20
20
15
10
20

Red willow
Arroyo willow
Shining willow

Subdominant
Dominant
Occasional

15/acre
25/acre
15/acre

Groups: 5-10
Scattered
Groups: 3-4

10
8

Mule fat
California rose
California blackberry

Dominant
Dominant
Subdominant

25/acre
30/acre
25/acre

Groups: 5-10
Groups: 5-10
Groups: 4-8

4
3
4

Mugwort
Meadow barley
Deergrass
Hoary nettle

Occasional
Occasional
Occasional
Occasional

Container
Size (gal.)
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15
5, 15

1
1
1

Plant species may be substituted with the concurrence of the project biologist/restoration specialist.
Scattered distribution indicates that plantings should be distributed throughout the terrestrial natural community.
Refers to distance between plants of the same species; category applies only to species planted in groups.
Final specifications for the seed mix will be developed after tests for purity and seed germination of seed collected for each species.
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APPENDIX B: ARROYO SECO PUBLIC LANDS ORDINANCE
CITY OF PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE
TITLE 3 CIVIC EVENTS AND FACILITIES
Chapter 3.323 ARROYO SECO PUBLIC LANDS
Article I. General Provisions
3.32.010 Short title.
3.32.020 Purpose.
3.32.030 Definitions.
3.32.040 Arroyo Seco defined.
3.32.050 Sub-areas defined.
3.32.060 General regulations.
Article II. Natural Preservation Area
3.32.100 Natural preservation area established.
3.32.110 Natural preservation area--Permitted uses on public lands.
3.32.120 Natural preservation area--Special regulations.
Article III. Brookside Park Area
3.32.150 Brookside Park area established.
3.32.160 Brookside Park area--Permitted uses.
3.32.170 Brookside Park area--Special regulations.
3.32.180 Brookside Park area--Public hearings requirement for construction and changes in use.
Article IV. Rose Bowl Area
3.32.250 Rose Bowl area established.
3.32.260 Rose Bowl area--Administration.
3.32.270 Rose Bowl area--Number of permitted events.
3.32.280 Rose Bowl area--Rental rates and charges.
3.32.300 Rose Bowl area--Parking limitations and charges.
3.32.310 Rose Bowl area--Advertising, broadcast and recording.
3.32.320 Rose Bowl area--Public address system.
3.32.330 Rose Bowl area--Concessions operation.
3.32.340 Rose Bowl area--Police protection.
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Article I. General Provisions
This chapter shall be known as the "Arroyo Seco public lands ordinance." (Ord. 6403 § 2
(part), 1990)
3.32.020 Purpose.
The purpose of this chapter is to establish regulations for preservation, enhancement and
enjoyment of the Arroyo Seco as a unique environmental, recreational and cultural resource
of the city surrounded by residential neighborhoods. Such resource and the neighborhoods
must be preserved, protected and properly maintained. These regulations are designed to
identify uses, activities, facilities and structures as well as their limitations. (Ord. 6403 § 2
(part), 1990)
3.32.030 Definitions.
A. "Native plants" means those plants historically known to be indigenous to the Arroyo
Seco of Pasadena and nearby arroyos of similar ecology and also those indigenous plants
of Southern California or countries of similar climates that could naturally exist and
flourish in the Arroyo Seco in its present ecology.
B. "Existing" means in place or in use on the date the ordinance codified in this chapter
becomes effective.
C. "Commercial" means any use or activity related to the sale or barter of merchandise or
service or the fabrication of structures.
D. "Facilities" include structures, grounds, play equipment, trails, walls and other
improvements located on public property.
E. "Park" or "parklands" means those areas of the Arroyo Seco which have been formally
dedicated as parks.
F. "Structure" means any manmade improvement.
G. "Natural features" include trees, rock out-croppings, riparian habitat, streams, springs,
undisturbed slope banks.
H. "Motor vehicles" include cars, trucks, motorcycles, motorbikes. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part),
1990)
3.32.040 Arroyo Seco defined.
"Arroyo Seco," for the purposes of this chapter, means those lands not in private ownership
lying within the area generally bounded by Devil's Gate Dam on the north, Linda Vista
Avenue, San Rafael Avenue and Hillside Terrace on the west, the city limits on the south,
and Arroyo Boulevard, Arroyo Terrace, Scott Place, Prospect Boulevard and Armada Drive
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on the east as shown on the map entitled "Lower Arroyo Park and Brookside Park," dated
January 1, 1990, and on file with the city clerk. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.050 Sub-areas defined.
Because of the wide variety of environmental situations and activities that are to be found in
publicly owned portions of the Arroyo Seco, the Arroyo Seco is divided into the following 4
sub-areas or classifications:
A. Natural preservation area;
B. Brookside Park area;
C. Rose Bowl area;
D. Brookside Golf Course. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.060 General regulations.
A. The general regulations contained herein shall apply only to public lands lying within the
Arroyo Seco as described in Section 3.32.040. However, the application of certain
regulations shall be limited to only those specific sub-areas in the Arroyo as further
described in Section 3.32.050 and this chapter.
B. City water and power departments lands shall not be sold and shall remain available for
public use pursuant to provisions of Article XIV of the Charter of the city; said lands may
be licensed or leased for park purposes, if recommended by the parks and recreation
commission and subsequently approved by the board of directors.
C. No portion of lands within the Arroyo Seco shall be used for any commercial, industrial or
institutional purposes other than those which existed at the effective date of the ordinance
codified in this chapter.
D. No new street or roadway, including any street for which there is dedication, shall be
constructed within the Arroyo Seco except pursuant to provisions of Article XVI of City
Charter.
E. Overnight camping or parking is prohibited without a permit from the city.
F. Any form of motor vehicle racing is prohibited unless such activity occurs as a Rose Bowl
event pursuant to Sections 3.32.260--3.32.280 or activity approved by the board as a Rose
Bowl event.
G. All new utility lines of any type shall be placed underground. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
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Article II. Natural Preservation Area
3.32.100 Natural preservation area established.
The natural preservation area consists of the Arroyo Seco slope banks, the Lower Arroyo
from the south city limit to the Holly Street bridge, the flood control channel area west and
south of Brookside Park, and the area north of Brookside Golf Course to Devil's Gate Dam.
(Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.110 Natural preservation area--Permitted uses on public lands.
A. Low intensity recreational activities within defined activity areas, including hiking,
horseback riding, archery, casting, picnicking and jogging.
B. New structures shall be limited to those required for utility operations, park maintenance
and protection of plant and animal communities. Such structures are to be adequately
screened to conceal their visual presence.
C. All existing uses may be allowed to remain but not allowed to expand. (Ord. 6403 § 2
(part), 1990)
3.32.120 Natural preservation area--Special regulations.
All lands within the natural preservation area are to be designated as a natural preserve and
shall be subject to the following limitations:
A. Planting shall be limited to native plants with the exception of the area around La Casita
del Arroyo that may be planted with material appropriate to the Arroyo Seco and the semiarid South California climate.
B. No plants may be removed without the approval of the City.
C. Wastes, fertilizers or polluted waters shall not be allowed to enter the waters or sources for
the waters of this area.
D. Dumping of waste material or polluting waters in this area or entering this area is
prohibited.
E. Use of pesticides or herbicides in this area shall comply with California Department of
Agriculture and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regulations.
F. Hunting, trapping or collecting of animals is prohibited except for biological studies or
other scientific purposes approved by the city manager or for pest control.
G. No excavation or landfill shall be permitted on the slope banks of the Arroyo Seco except
for repairs to ensure public health and safety or for undergrounding of utilities as
determined by the city manager.
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H. The use or parking of motor vehicles outside existing paved streets, driveways, parking
lots or other designated areas is prohibited, except for maintenance and emergency
purposes.
I. Trails and roads shall not be paved.
J. Except for threat to privately owned lands, structures or public safety, nothing in this
chapter shall preclude modification of the flood control channel to restore all or part of the
natural stream in the lower Arroyo Seco. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)

Article III. Brookside Park Area
3.32.150 Brookside Park area established.
The Brookside Park area consists of Brookside Park and Brookside Playing Fields,
commonly called "Area H." (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.160 Brookside Park area--Permitted uses.
The following uses are permitted in the Brookside Park area:
A. Active recreational uses including, but not limited to, organized sports, leisure sports and
unorganized play;
B. Cultural events including plays, concerts, festivals, exhibitions, shows;
C. Passive recreational activities including picnics and public gatherings;
D. Parking in direct support of recreational uses and occasional support of Rose Bowl events.
(Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.170 Brookside Park area--Special regulations.
The following special regulations shall apply within the Brookside Park area:
A. Commercial uses other than those existing as of the effective date of the ordinance
codified in this chapter are prohibited unless ancillary to the basic recreational uses.
B. Occasional use of Brookside facilities for parking shall be according to the priority order
stated in Section 3.32.300. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.180 Brookside Park area--Public hearings requirement for construction
and changes in use.
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A. A public hearing shall be held for any new construction, substantial alteration or addition
to existing building or significant changes to existing park uses in the Brookside Park area.
B. The hearing shall be held before the parks and recreation commission with a
recommendation forwarded to the board of directors. Proposed building or landscaping
plans shall be reviewed by the city design committee.
C. A notice of public hearing shall be published in the local newspaper and posted at
Brookside Park facilities. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)

Article IV. Rose Bowl Area
3.32.250 Rose Bowl area established.
This area consists of the Rose Bowl and adjoining parking areas B, D, F, G, I, J and K. (Ord.
6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.260 Rose Bowl area--Administration.
A. To achieve a balance of recreational programs, public parks use and to preserve the
residential values in the area, evaluation criteria for proposed Rose Bowl events shall
include the recreational and financial benefits to the community, the impact on the
surrounding residential areas. The standards which shall be considered in evaluating
proposed Rose Bowl events shall include, but are not limited to the following:
1. The displacement of activities normally conducted on improved turf areas, including
area H and the golf course.
2. The impact upon surrounding residential areas and the Arroyo Seco resulting from
traffic, noise, parking and any other anticipated impacts.
3. That displacement of recreational programs and activities within Brookside Park and
the Brookside Golf Course has not occurred more than 12 times annually.
B. Each major Rose Bowl event shall be preceded by staff analysis which shall identify and
consider traffic, noise, parking, recreational activity displacement and any other
anticipated impacts. Specifically, staff analysis shall include the following elements:
1. A traffic management plan which restricts event nonresidential traffic to main arteries
leading to and exiting from the Rose Bowl and event parking locations; provides for
maximum ingress and egress for emergency vehicles to reach neighborhood residents
and public facilities; establishes a paid parking program for all major events as
specified in Section 3.32.300 of this code; provides for free shuttle bus service to tie in
with off-site parking to be subsidized by revenues of paid parking; facilitates a clear
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understanding of alternate parking plans during inclement weather through inclusion of
flyers with event tickets and notification to the public through all available aspects of
the media.
2. A litter containment plan which shall include a schedule of activities to be completed
prior to, during and after the event in the affected areas of the Arroyo and in
surrounding residential neighborhoods; a requirement that based on the type of event,
all surrounding areas, including residential neighborhoods, have cleanup and trash
removal within 24 hours after the event.
3. A public safety element to be developed in conjunction with the police department, the
public works department, the staff of the Rose Bowl, and the event sponsors which
shall include all relevant issues related to size of the crowd, unique characteristics
regarding the anticipated crowd, past experiences at related Rose Bowl events, crowd
control, traffic control, neighborhood traffic and security patrol, emergency
preparedness and fire prevention.
C. The public and surrounding residential areas shall receive at least 30 days' advance notice
of any major Rose Bowl event by suitable means of any such event that will curtail the
availability of Brookside Park and the Brookside Golf Course.
D. The staff of the Rose Bowl and the staff of the recreation department shall coordinate the
planning and rescheduling of youth and adult programs when major Rose Bowl events
may require turf parking in Brookside Park and Brookside Golf Course.
E. A post-event evaluation shall be conducted by staff following each major event to
determine the efficacy of the pre-event staff analysis identified in subsection A of this
section and to make recommendations for future events. A preliminary evaluation shall be
submitted to Rose Bowl Operating Company and to the parks and recreation commission
within 30 days of each event and a final report within 120 days. These evaluations shall be
reviewed at least annually by Rose Bowl Operating Company and the commission who
shall make recommendations to the city council which may in turn limit or condition
future events accordingly.
F. All proposed contracts involving the use of the Rose Bowl which anticipate an attendance
of over 20,000 people shall be approved by the Rose Bowl Operating Company in
conformance with this chapter. In addition, all proposed contracts involving the use of the
Rose Bowl as the home stadium of any professional sports team or for a duration of more
than 5 years must be approved by the city council with the recommendation of the Rose
Bowl Operating Company. The Rose Bowl Operating Company may refer an event
proposal to the parks and recreation commission or its designee for review,
recommendation and comments prior to final approval.
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G. Existing contracts are to be brought into compliance with the provisions of this chapter
whenever legally possible at the earliest possible date. (Ord. 6627 §§ 2--4, 1995; Ord.
6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
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3.32.270 Rose Bowl area--Number of permitted events.
A. No displacement of recreational programs and accessibility to Arroyo Seco facilities shall
be allowed more than 12 times in any calendar year without permission of the city board
of directors who must find that each additional permitted event meets all of the following
requirements:
1. The additional event represents a unique opportunity that will enhance the stature of the
Rose Bowl.
2. The revenue generating potential from the additional event justifies its consideration.
3. The event does not create undue conflicts with other Arroyo Seco activities taking place
at the same time.
4. The event does not impose undue adverse impacts on surrounding residential areas.
B. To minimize adverse impacts on surrounding residential areas, scheduling of events at the
Rose Bowl shall emphasize a minimum number of events which yield the maximum
amount of new revenues to the city. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.280 Rose Bowl area--Rental rates and charges.
The city council, by resolution, shall establish a schedule of minimum rents, charges and fees
to be charged and collected for use of the Rose Bowl. Nothing herein shall prohibit rents,
charges and fees in excess of those set forth in the aforementioned schedule. In addition,
users of the Rose Bowl shall pay to the city all costs incurred by the city and Rose Bowl
Operating Company in connection with their licensed use as determined by the general
manager of the Rose Bowl and enumerated in a license agreement which also shall set forth
the time and method of payment of all charges and the matter of accounting therefor. The
minimum schedule of rents, fees and charges shall conform to the other provisions set forth
in this section and chapter.
A. Services for which costs shall be charged as costs of operations shall include, but not be
limited to, police and security, crowd control, groundskeepers and such other services
which are required by the general manager of the Rose Bowl and set forth in the license
agreement.
B. The aforementioned minimum schedule may provide for but shall not require a reduction
of rents, fees and charges based on the following considerations:
1. Whether the event to be sponsored is for a local public purpose or benefit; or
2. Whether an admission fee is to be charged, collection taken or space or advertising sold
or sublet; or
3. Whether the net proceeds of the event will be donated to nonprofit organizations; or
4. Whether the event is to be open to the public; or
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5. Whether the event is of a cultural, civic or patriotic character; or
6. Whether the licensee is a nonprofit organization.
The general manager of the Rose Bowl shall determine whether or not a licensee is
entitled to any reduced rent, fee or charge provided for hereunder and his or her decision
shall be limited to a consideration of the foregoing factors. For purposes of this section, a
"nonprofit organization" shall be defined as a nonprofit organization with an office in the
city for at least 5 years preceding the date of the application for a license.
C. Every licensee shall be required to pay all costs of operations incurred by city and Rose
Bowl Operating Company in connection with said licensee's use of the Rose Bowl, except
as such costs are either reduced or waived by specific resolution of the city council as to
city costs and of the Rose Bowl Operating Company as to Rose Bowl Operating Company
costs. Nothing contained elsewhere in this chapter shall authorize an exception to this
provision.
D. Every person using the Rose Bowl shall be required to indemnify, hold harmless and
defend the city, Rose Bowl Operating Company, their respective officers, directors and
employees from any loss, liability or damage resulting from the use of the premises by
said licensee, and each user shall procure and maintain, in full force and effect, during the
period of licensed use, a policy of insurance satisfactory to city which shall insure city and
Rose Bowl Operating Company against any liability of whatsoever nature on account of
bodily injury to or of damage to any property arising out of or in connection with the use
of said premises by said user, including all costs of defending any claim arising as a result
thereof. The insurance policies required herein shall be in an amount and on forms
approved by the city, and each such policy shall provide that the policy shall not be
cancelable for any cause until 30 days' written notice to the city and Rose Bowl Operating
Company. Evidence of products' liability insurance coverage, or workers' compensation
insurance coverage may be required, and if required by city, such coverage shall comply
with the form requirements specified herein. City, at city's sole option, may waive all or
part of the foregoing requirements regarding indemnity and insurance, and require the user
to obtain similar insurance coverage, either through the city or by other arrangement
approved by city, and the user shall be required to reimburse city for the cost of any
insurance provided pursuant hereto.
E. No use of the Rose Bowl shall be permitted unless licensed and no license shall be granted
unless such licensed use is in writing and on a form approved by the city attorney and
executed by the Rose Bowl Operating Company or the general manager of the Rose Bowl,
as agent of the city. The Rose Bowl Operating Company and the general manager of the
Rose Bowl, as agent of the city, are authorized to execute all license agreements in
conformance with this chapter for the Rose Bowl for and on behalf of the city.
F. No provision of this section shall limit or prohibit RBOC from charging a rental or use fee
in excess of that set forth in the minimum schedule provided for herein, or basing the
B-10

CITY OF PASADENA / ARROYO SECO MASTER PLANS

Design Guidelines

rental fee or charge for use of the Rose Bowl upon a percentage of licensee's gross
receipts; provided, that each licensee agreement shall provide that the minimum rental fee
or charge set forth in the aforementioned schedule shall be collected from the licensee.
G. The general manager of the Rose Bowl or his or her designee shall use the authority
granted hereunder to promote by all appropriate means greater use of the Rose Bowl for
revenue-producing events. (Ord. 6627 § 5, 1995: Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.300 Rose Bowl area--Parking limitations and charges.
A priority system for the use of the Rose Bowl and ancillary parking facilities shall be
developed which shall include the following:
A. A paid parking program for all major events which includes unreserved parking at a fixed
fee throughout the Rose Bowl/Brookside Park area regardless of proximity to the event
and preferred reserved parking at a higher fee;
B. The possibility of paid parking for non-major events of less than 20,000 attendance;
C. The active promotion of alternative parking outside the Arroyo Seco for all major events
with transportation to the Rose Bowl;
D. Priority order of use as follows:
1. Conventional Rose Bowl parking facilities, also known as areas A, F, G, J, K and D.
2. Brookside parking lot, also known as area I.
3. Turfed areas, including Brookside ball fields, playing fields, area H, and golf course.
E. Limitations on the use of turfed areas for parking shall be determined in accordance with
the provisions of Section 3.32.280(D) of this chapter and by city board policy. In no case
shall Brookside Golf Course, playing fields and Brookside Park be used for parking where
such use may cause substantial or permanent damage to the turf.
F. A no parking policy shall be established in the residential and other areas surrounding the
Rose Bowl/Brookside Park area during major events at the Rose Bowl. Temporary no
parking restrictions shall be in force and signs shall be posted in the affected areas
according to Section 10.40.100 of this code. This no parking restriction shall be enforced
by towing and impounding the vehicles of violators at the violators' expense according to
Section 10.40.030 of this code.
G. The parking area and all rights thereto in the areas adjacent to the Rose Bowl are reserved
for the benefit of the city. The city may allow use thereof at rates and on terms approved
by the city manager. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.310 Rose Bowl area--Advertising, broadcast and recording.
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All advertising, broadcast, television, transcription and/or recording rights are reserved for
the benefit of the city, except as otherwise provided by contract with the user. (Ord. 6403 § 2
(part), 1990)
3.32.320 Rose Bowl area--Public address system.
The Rose Bowl public address system shall be used at events requiring a public address
system. Any other system shall only be permitted in the Rose Bowl with the prior written
permission of the general manager of the Rose Bowl. (Ord. 6627 § 6, 1995: Ord. 6403 § 2
(part), 1990)
3.32.330 Rose Bowl area--Concessions operation.
All concessions operated in the Rose Bowl are reserved for the benefit of the city, except as
otherwise provided by contract with the user. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.340 Rose Bowl area--Police protection.
Every licensee of the Rose Bowl shall furnish such police protection as shall be required by
the city manager. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.350 Rose Bowl area--Cancellation of use.
The city manager may cancel any right to use the Rose Bowl if in his opinion such use will
unduly damage the premises or will be inimical to the public welfare. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part),
1990)
3.32.360 Rose Bowl area--Alteration of facility.
No user shall erect, build, install, alter or change any structure or facility in the Rose Bowl
without the written approval of the city manager. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.370 Rose Bowl area--Rental charge when not in actual use.
Whenever the Rose Bowl is occupied by any licensee and is not in actual use and no
equipment or services are required, no licensee fee shall be charged for a reasonable time of
such nonuse as shall be determined by the general manager of the Rose Bowl. (Ord. 6627 §
7, 1995: Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.380 Rose Bowl area--Terms of use.
The Rose Bowl Operating Company may, in conformance with this chapter, permit the use of
the Rose Bowl for any event or series of events upon such terms as it determines to be
reasonable, and the contract for such use shall state such terms. (Ord. 6627 § 8, 1995: Ord.
6403 § 2 (part), 1990)

Article V. Brookside Golf Course Area
3.32.450 Brookside Golf Course area established.
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The Brookside Golf Course area consists of Brookside Golf Course and clubhouse and the
adjoining parking lot south of the clubhouse. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
3.32.460 Brookside Golf Course area--Permitted uses.
The following uses are permitted in the Brookside Golf Course area:
A. Golf and clubhouse related activities;
B. Parking under the same limitation as in Section 3.32.300;
C. Structures that are ancillary to golf related activities and maintenance and operation of the
area. Any new structure or alteration of existing structures shall be subject to the hearing
procedures of Section 3.32.180. (Ord. 6403 § 2 (part), 1990)
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APPENDIX C: LANDFORM GRADING PRINCIPLES
The following articles appear with the permission of Steven Horst, Senior Vice President,
Anaheim Hills, Inc.:
• Landform Grading: Building Nature’s Slopes. Pacific Coast Builder, June 1980.
• Landform Grading and Slope Evolution. Journal of Geotechnical Engineering,
October 1995.
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APPENDIX D: TREE PROTECTION STANDARDS

City of Pasadena
Public Works and Transportation – Forestry Operations
Attachment “C”

Tree Protection Plan Requirements
1. PLANS MUST BE CLEAR AND READIBLE: In order to serve you better, we must
be able to read your plans. Here is our minimum for what must appear on any plan
submitted for tree protection.
2. PLANS MUST BE PREPARED BY A CERTIFIED OR CONSULTING
ARBORIST. Names are available upon request from Forestry Operations at
(626) 744-4514.
Plans - Graphic Standards
•

Scale to be no smaller than 1”=20’

•

North arrow, graphic scale and date on each sheet.

•

Symbols used for plant material must be clearly different from one another.

•

Certified or Consulting Arborist’s name, license number and information must be on all
final sheets.

•

Identify all existing trees and draw them to scale. Include genus, species and common
name. Exact canopy and diameter (DBH) of all trees are to be drawn to scale on the
plans.

•

Trees in the parkway are to be included in the drawings.

•

All property lines, driveways, walkways, streets, roads and avenues should be identified.

•

Utility service locations to be clearly identified on the plans

•

Details need to appear on the same sheet, whenever possible.

•

Protective chain-link fencing are to be shown 5’0” outside of actual dripline. Fencing to
have gate for tree maintenance

•

Include a sheet with the tree name, botanic and common, the size of the trees with a
number and their condition. Mark whether the trees are to be removed or retained. All
trees to be retained shall be protected to the drip line with substantial temporary fencing
with a gate to allow entry for maintenance.
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2. Required Plans:
A.

EXISTING TREE SURVEY - Plan showing existing conditions. Tree
diameter (DBH), actual canopy, exact genus and species must be shown.
Survey must be conducted by a licensed consulting arborist/or certified
arborist approved by the City. Each tree must have a condition rating based
on the ISA guide to tree appraisal indicating if the tree has decay, disease,
insects or other damage. Include pictures of the trees that are numbered
according to the plans.

B.

GRADING AND TRENCHING PLANS: Grading plan and trenching plan
(including irrigation, wall and building footings) must be shown with location
and actual canopy of all trees to be retained.

C.

PROPOSED TREE RETENTION PLAN – Must include fencing plan that
shows trees to be retained with temporary chain link fencing at the dripline of
the tree. The dripline of the tree is defined as the outside edge of the canopy
matching the circumference of the leaf canopy.

D.

REVIEW: - Plans must be reviewed by City Arborist (744-4514) and signed
off before commencement of work. Protective fencing must be approved in
place before any construction will be allowed to begin. Applicants may be
asked to place a construction bond in the amount of the assessed value of the
tree as determined using the most recent version of the International Society
of Arboriculture guide to plant appraisal. The bond will be returned upon
successful completion of the project if the trees have not sustained damage in
construction.

3. Applicants must follow “Tree Protection Agreement” as developed for the project.
Violations to the tree protection agreement will result in a stop work order on the
construction project. Owner and contractor will jointly and severally be required to sign
document stating they have read and understand and agree to follow the tree protection
agreement.
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City of Pasadena
Public Works and Transportation – Forestry Operations
Attachment “D”

Tree Protection Standards
Purpose: The City recognizes the substantial economic, environmental and aesthetic
importance of trees and plantings within the community. It will be the City’s policy to utilize
applicable methods, techniques and procedures to preserve trees and canopy cover when
feasible. These standards apply both to removals associated with construction projects and
those not associated with construction on private property.
General Requirements: Protective fencing with a small gate to allow for tree maintenance
personnel to enter must be installed to the dripline of protected trees and approved in place
by the City Arborist before any construction will be allowed to begin.
Watering trees during construction to be determined with City Arborist. In general, trees
must be deeply soaked monthly (8-12 inches) throughout the Protection Zone (within the
tree’s dripline, at the edge of the canopy of the tree). 3-4 inch diameter wood chips are to be
placed 8-12 inches deep throughout the Protection Zone of the tree. Wood chips may be
periodically available from Forestry Operations by calling (626) 744-4514.
Applicants may be asked to place a construction bond in the amount of the assessed value of
the tree as determined using the most recent version of the International Society of
Arboriculture guide to plant appraisal. The bond will be returned upon successful completion
of the project if the trees have not sustained damage during construction. If damage has been
sustained during construction, the bond may be held for an additional period of time
determined by the City Arborist.
Applicants must follow the Tree Protection Standards and the “Tree Protection Agreement”
as developed for each project. Violations to the tree protection agreement will result in
assessed fines and the potential generation of a stop work order on the construction project.
Owner and contractor are required to jointly and severally to sign an agreement stating they
have read, understand, and agree to follow the tree protection agreement.
Specific Standards: (Sample)
1. All work conducted in the ground within the protection zone of any protected tree should
be accomplished with hand tools only. (The protection zone is defined as the area within a
circle with a radius equal to the greatest distance from the trunk to any overhanging foliage in
the canopy).
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2. Where structural footings are required and major roots will be impacted, the footing depth
should be reduced to 12". This may require additional "rebar" for added strength. An
alternative would involve bridging footings over roots and covering each root with plastic
cloth and 2-4" of Styrofoam matting before pouring concrete.
3. Any required trenching which has options as to the trench path should be routed in such a
manner as to minimize root damage. Radial trenching (radial to the tree trunk) is less harmful
than tangential trenching because it runs parallel to tree roots rather than diagonal or
perpendicular to them. If roots can be worked around, cutting of roots should be avoided (i. e.
place pipes and cables below uncut roots whenever possible). Whenever possible utilize the
same trench for as many utilities as possible.
4. "Natural" or pre-construction grade should be maintained for as great a distance from the
trunk of each tree as construction permits. At no time during or after construction should soil
be in contact with the trunk of the tree above natural grade.
5. In areas where grade will be lowered, some root cutting may be unavoidable. Cuts should
be made cleanly with a sharp saw or pruning tool. The cut should be made at right angles to
the root so that the wound is no larger than necessary. When practical, cut roots back to a
branching lateral root.
6. When removing pavement, as little disruption of soil as necessary should be attempted.
7. Pruning of oaks should be limited to the removal of dead wood and the correction of
potentially hazardous conditions, as evaluated by a qualified arborist. Pruning oaks
excessively is harmful to them. Removal or reduction of major structural limbs should be
done only as required for actual building clearance or safety. If limbs must be removed, cuts
should be made perpendicular to the branch, to limit the size of the cut face. The branch bark
collar should be preserved (i. e. no “flush cuts”), and cuts should be made in such a way as to
prevent the tearing of bark from the tree. All pruning should be done in accordance with
accepted pruning standards (e. g. ISA).
8. Pruning of trees other than oaks shall follow the current International Society of
Arboriculture standards. Removal or reduction of major structural limbs should be done only
as required for actual building clearance or safety. If limbs must be removed, cuts should be
made perpendicular to the branch, to limit the size of the cut face. The branch bark collar
should be preserved (i. e. no “flush cuts”), and cuts should be made in such a way as to
prevent the tearing of bark from the tree. All pruning should be done in accordance with
accepted pruning standards (e. g. ISA).
9. Keep all activity and traffic to a minimum within the protection zone of the trees to
minimize soil compaction.
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10. It is important that the protection zone not be subjected to flooding incidental to the
construction work, or to disposal of construction debris such as paints, plasters, or chemical
solutions. No equipment fueling or chemical mixing should be done within the root
protection zone.
11. Trees shall not have physical damage to tree’s bark or crown (where roots join the stem)
during construction.
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APPENDIX E: ARROYO STONE WALLS & STEPS SPECIFICATIONS
The arroyo stone walls and steps throughout the City of Pasadena and especially in the
Arroyo Seco are considered an historic resource because many of them were built during the
WPA years and in some locations designed by notable architects. Rehabilitation, including
maintenance and repair, shall be focused on conservation of this historic resource.
Rehabilitation of this resource is an ongoing process and, as a specific location is designated
for maintenance and repair, the contract shall specify a sample test area of the work for
review and approval of workmanship and materials by the Pasadena Parks & Natural
Resources and Design & Historic Preservation staff before work proceeds on the entire
contract.
Standard Specifications: In connection with contracts related to the subject “Bidder’s
Proposal,” and except as otherwise provided below, all work shall be done in accordance
with the provisions of the current edition of “STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR
PUBLIC WORKS CONSTRUCTION” (popularly known as the “GREENBOOK”) including
all Supplements and where not provided with relevant specifications in the “Greenbook” the
work shall comply with the current code as specified in the latest edition of the California
Uniform Building Code.
Mortar: Loose or missing stones shall be reset in new mortar that matches the original
mortar as closely as possible in color, texture, and composition. The mortar shall be of
standard mix design for masonry walls; see attached Pasadena Standard Plan “Concrete
Block Fences” on page E-5. The cement shall be from a consistent local source. The mortar
shall have a heavy aggregate content and use water-washed coarse sand. It shall include one
half-strength “Fawn” or “Bisk” color additive. Adjust the amount of this color additive with
the specific cement used to match as closely as possible the original mortar. A sample of
dried mortar shall be given to the Pasadena Parks & Natural Resources Division for approval
before work begins on the sample test area.
Where the adjacent work has the appearance of “infilling” the openings and joints among the
stones, the mortar shall be tooled to match this effect. Where the adjacent work has the
appearance of “dry” laid stones without mortar, mortar shall be used in the interior of the
wall to give this “dry” laid appearance following detail shown on page E-3. Smearing of
mortar over exposed surfaces of the stone is not acceptable. A “flush” surface of stone and
mortar is only permitted on stair tread or path surfaces. Stones shall be chosen and mortar
tooled to minimize the mortar surface area. For stair tread and path surfaces, apply white
concrete glue to the stone where mortar thins to give a safe “flush” surface and include the
recommended amount of concrete glue in the mortar mix. Mortar shall have a washed sand
finish to match existing mortar surfaces.
Stones: In places where the stones are missing, shall be replaced with new stones similar in
color, size and finish to the adjacent stones. Surface stones shall be placed on fully
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compacted base soil in a mortar base course. If the repair is six feet or greater in length at the
footing, then a concrete footing with reinforcing steel bars shall be placed as specified in the
attached exhibits on pages E-4 and E-5. During the restoration, the shape and size of a stone
shall be chosen for the appropriately shaped exposed surface as well as fit the adjacent stones
for structural integrity and match the adjacent appearance and function. A stockpile of stones
will be provided by the City, at a location adjacent to the contract work. Should additional
stones be needed from which to choose, they will be available from several locations in the
Arroyo Seco. All stones moved to the work site and not used to complete the contract shall
be returned to the stockpile and remain the property of the City of Pasadena.
Mortar Cap: The free form mortar cap shall be of a thickness and water-washed coarse sand
finish to match the early mortar caps adjacent to the area to be restored. If the cap is one to
two inches thick, expanded metal lath shall be imbedded in the mortar cap. The formed
cantilevered cap shall be three to four inches thick to match formed caps in the area. The
cantilevered cap shall have a number three reinforcing bar continuous in the nose, one and
one half inches from any surface and be tied to 6x6 – 10/10 WWF reinforcing the total
formed cap area. The cantilevered cap shall be formed to allow the nose face form to be
removed at the proper time to receive a water-washed coarse sand finish. Mortar caps with
metal lath or welded wire fabric for reinforcing shall have the cap structurally tied to the
mortared interior of the rebuilt stone wall using galvanized metal seismic ties sixteen (16)
inches on center, each way. See attached plan “Low Stone Walls” on page E-4.
Reinforcing & Footings: When rebuilding a free standing stone wall up to four feet in height
or retaining stone wall up to three feet high with no surcharge or six feet or greater in length
at the footing use reinforcing steel bars, galvanized seismic ties and footings size as specified
on the attached City Standard Plan for “Concrete Block Fences” and “Low Stone Wall.”
When rebuilding any stone wall or steps use galvanized seismic metal ties at sixteen inches
on center, each way, each face. Retaining walls greater than three feet in height shall be
engineered with a six or eight inch reinforced block wall on a footing engineered to support
an Arroyo Stone veneer anchored to the block wall. The retaining wall details and
specifications for each particular site shall be provided in the “Scope of Work”. Freestanding
stone walls greater than four feet in height shall be engineered with reinforcing and footing
details and specifications for each particular site provided in the “Scope of Work.”
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APPENDIX F
CITY OF PASADENA
PARK EQUIPMENT STORAGE FACILITY POLICY

I.

INTRODUCTION
A.

Equipment Storage Facilities

Equipment storage facilities that are located on City parkland, afford park user
groups the ability to maintain sports equipment at their location of play. The
proximity of athletic equipment and playing fields facilitates the coordination
of team practices and games. However, storage facilities introduce an object
that has the potential to adversely impact various aspects of a park
environment. The City has developed this policy to establish a procedure to
mitigate the impacts caused by equipment storage facilities located in and
around parkland.
II.

OBJECTIVES
The City of Pasadena has developed this policy to ensure that:
•
•
•
•
•

III.

Storage facilities located on parkland are in compliance with the
Municipal Code;
Each storage facility is aesthetically consistent with its surrounding
environment;
The use of storage facilities is kept within seasonal limits;
The location of each storage facility does not hinder or otherwise
interfere with City maintenance operations.
The City has information pertaining to the owner of each storage
facility and the contents contained therein.

APPLICATIONS FOR STORAGE FACILITIES ON PARKLAND
Whether requesting use of parkland for a storage facility, or requesting the
expansion and/or use of an existing city-owned storage facility, applications
may be obtained from the Human Services and Recreation Department’s Park
Reservation Desk1 when applying for field use permits. Applications must
describe the articles that are proposed for storage, and must indicate the
proposed size, the proposed location, and the duration of storage.

1

Park Reservation/Permit Desk is located at 175 N. Garfield Ave and may be contacted at (626) 744-7195
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A.

Requesting Use of Parkland For a Storage Facility
Parks user groups wishing to request use of parkland for their storage facility
on parkland may submit a completed application to the Human Services and
Recreation Department’s Park Reservation Desk. Parks Staff will review
applications requesting the use of parkland for a storage facility and either
approve or deny them based upon this policy. Applicants receiving approval
will be sent a copy of the approved application along with staff’s comments to
ensure an understanding of the terms of use. Unsuccessful applications will
be returned to the applicant.

B.

Requesting Use or Expansion of An Existing Storage Facility on Parkland
Parks user groups wishing to use or expand an existing city-owned storage
facility on parkland may submit an application for use to the Human Services
and Recreation Department’s Park Reservation Desk. Applications for the
expansion of a city-owned facility will be brought to the Recreation and Parks
Commission and may be included in the City’s Capital Improvement
Program. Successful applicants will be required to pay for the costs of
expansion.

IV.

SEASONAL LIMITS OF USE
Storage facilities that are utilized throughout multiple seasons may be
permitted to remain at the park throughout the year. Storage facilities that are
utilized solely for one season per year may only remain at the park within two
weeks from the end of that season, unless the group demonstrates special need
for year round storage and receives written approval from the Parks staff.
(Special needs include groups who can demonstrate an active year round
recreational use that requires storage.)
If the City finds unauthorized equipment facilities at any of its parks and/or a
permitted storage facility exceeds its permitted time, the City shall contact the
owner in order to schedule its timely removal. In the event that the owner
cannot be identified within 30 days the City shall padlock and/or remove the
facility at the owner’s expense.
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