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SECTION 1:

INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE AMENDMENT TO THE HAHAMONGNA
WATERSHED PARK MASTER PLAN

The Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan was adopted on September 29, 2003
by the Pasadena City Council. At that time the master plan area encompassed a
300 acre area. In November 2005, the City purchased an additional 30 acres of
property contiguous with Hahamongna Watershed Park (HWP), commonly and
herein after referred to as the HWP Annex.

The purpose of this amendment is to add the 30 acre Annex site with the already
adopted 300 acre Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan area. With that in
mind, the adopted HWP Master Plan must be amended to incorporate the
community’s vision for this additional park area and thereby update the entire park
master plan.

This master plan amendment addresses the 30 acre Annex site that was not covered
by the plan adopted in September 2003 and also makes recommendations for its
future use.

1.2 LOCATION

Exhibit 1-1, the Master Plan Area, depicts the boundaries of the HWP Annex and its
location within the larger HWP in the western corner of the master plan area. The
Annex is located immediately north of the existing HWP, east of Oak Grove Drive,
approximately 600 feet north of Foothill Boulevard. The site is surrounded by the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) to the north, the Oak Grove area of HWP to the south,
Flintridge Riding Club to the west, La Cañada High School across Oak Grove Drive to
the southwest, and the Devil’s Gate reservoir basin to the east.
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1.3 PROJECT HISTORY & CONTEXT

In 1970, the park known to us today as HWP, was owned by the City of Pasadena,
but was then named Oak Grove Park. The City agreed to sell 30 acres of the land to
the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) for the price of $430,000 for the intended
purpose of a water treatment plant installation.

In November 2005 the property was re-acquired by the City from the MWD for a
purchase price of $1.2 million under the California Surplus Lands Act.

Until recently, the Hahamongna Annex property contained three tenants: The Oak
Grove Ranger Station of the U.S. Forest Service (7 acres), Los Angeles County Fire
Camp 2 (6 acres) and Rose Bowl Riders (12 acres). In 2002 the U.S. Forest Service
began the process of vacating their facilities after 50 years in the Arroyo Seco. Just
prior to the City’s purchase of the annex property, the U.S. Forest Service terminated
their lease and vacated the site by 2004.

ABOUT THE CURRENT TENTANTS AT THE ANNEX

Los Angeles County Fire Camp 2 has a 50 year lease for the area they occupy. Their
lease was renewed in 2004 by MWD and is honored by the City as a condition of the
sale of the property. This facility is part of Los Angeles County Fire Department’s fire
suppression training program. CAMP 2 fulfills a significant role in the California
Wildland Fire Fighting arsenal and is utilized statewide for wildland fire fighting
training. CAMP 2 has been at this location since early 1954.

Tom Sawyer Camps (TSC) currently has a sub-lease for the 2.6 acres they occupy
within the 12 acre RBR master lease area. They have operated a summer camp in
the park since 1944. The space currently utilized within the annex is for the staging
and operational activities associated with the summer camp (outside of the annex
area). Additionally, a year round horseback riding program is also offered at the
Annex, but not widely advertised. The Annex site is used to stable the horses used for
the year round horse riding program and the ten week summer camp. TSC has a
separate operating agreement with the City for the camp activities within HWP. A
historical timeline of TSC can be found in Appendix A-1.

Rose Bowl Riders (RBR) is a non-profit equestrian organization whereby members
operate the horse boarding facility that currently accommodates 37 horse-boarding
corral-stables. The members also operate a large arena used for horse shows & riding
as well as an adjacent clubhouse. The area utilized by RBR totals 6.1 acres within the
12 acre master area they currently lease. They were founded in 1946 and have been
at this location since 1950. A historical timeline of RBR can be found in Appendix A-2.
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MOVE A CHILD HIGHER (MACH1) is a non-profit organization providing therapeutic
horsemanship programs for children with disabilities. MACH1 operates 0.4 acres
within the larger area currently leased by RBR. MACH1 has partnered with the City to
offer their program since 1996 and have been at the Annex since 2000. A historical
timeline of MACH1 can be found in Appendix A-3.

1.4 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PLANS & DOCUMENTS

This addendum has been completed according to the policies and principles set
forth in the adopted HWP Master Plan and the City of Pasadena’s Comprehensive
General Plan.

The Guiding Principles for the Arroyo Seco were developed to serve as the umbrella
under which fall the specific goals and objectives for each of the Arroyo Seco
Master Plans. The six principles are:

 To encourage and promote the stewardship and enjoyment of the
Arroyo Seco in Pasadena

 To balance and integrate the interrelated issues of water resources,
recreation, natural resource preservation and restoration, and flood
management in the Arroyo Seco

 To provide a safe, secure and accessible Arroyo Seco for public
enjoyment

 To recognize the importance to Pasadena of the history, cultural
resources and unique character of the Arroyo Seco, and to conserve
and enhance these assets

 To preserve and acquire open space in or adjacent to the Arroyo
Seco

 To recognize that the Arroyo Seco in Pasadena is comprised of
distinct geographical areas that are interconnected by a number of
resources and features including, but not limited to, water, habitat,
geology, recreation, and culture; and that it is part of a larger
watershed

These Guiding Principles were intended to serve as a bridge between the Arroyo
Seco Master Plans and the City's General Plan Update. Since the adoption of the
HWP Master Plan in 2003, the following related City General Plan updates have
occurred: 1) The Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element of the Pasadena
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General Plan, and 2) the Green Space, Recreation and Parks Master Plan, both
adopted by the City Council on November 5, 2007.

This addendum and the recommendations contained therein, are in direct response
to the needs and recommendations called for in all five of the key issue areas of the
Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and the Green Space, Recreation and
Parks Master Plan:

1. Natural Open Space
2. Developed Parkland
3. Recreation Facility Use and Distribution
4. Recreation Program Types and Distribution
5. Organizational Structure and Ongoing Community Participation

Moreover, this addendum addresses environmental stewardship policies adopted
by the City Council in September 2006 as follows:

1. United Nations Urban Environmental Accords
a. Action 10 – Ensure that there is an accessible public park or

recreational open space within a half-a-kilometer of every city resident
by 2015.

b. Action 12 – Pass legislation that protects critical habitat corridors and
other key habitat characteristics (e.g., water features, food-bearing
plants, shelter for wildlife, use of native species) from unsustainable
development.

c. Action 20 – Protect the ecological integrity of the city’s primary water
sources (i.e., aquifers, rivers, lakes, wetlands and associated
ecosystems.

d. Action 21 – Adopt municipal wastewater management guidelines and
reduce the volume of untreated wastewater discharges by ten per
cent in seven years through the expanded use of recycled water and
the implementation of sustainable urban watershed planning process
that includes participants of all affected communities and is based on
sound economic, social and environmental principles.

2. The Environmental Charter
3. The U.S. Conference of Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement
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1.5 PLANNING & COMMUNITY INPUT

THE PLANNING PROCESS

The Department of Public Works, Parks & Natural Resources Division, began a
planning process for the Hahamongna Annex in January 2006 with the assistance of
the National Park Service, Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Program.

The following timeline outlines the various milestones of the Annex planning process.
A variety of planning products were produced during this process. These are
described and provided for reference in the appendices indicated.

1/28/2006  HWP Annex Celebration & Open House
 Community feedback forms distributed (see Appendix B-1 for summary)
 Planning Process Kick-off

3/30/2006  Tenants asked to complete questionnaire (see Appendix A-4 for tenant
responses)

4/6/2006  1st Community Workshop (conducted at the City’s Jackie Robinson Center)
(see Appendix B-2 for Agenda & summary notes)
 Tenants make brief presentation about their organization

5/4/2006  2nd Community Workshop (conducted at the Salvation Army) (see
Appendix B-3 for Agenda & summary notes)
 Develop Vision Statement
 Hear Issues & Concerns
 Develop Goals & Objectives

 Reach agreement regarding the draft planning framework

5/18/2006  3rd Community Workshop (conducted at Maranantha High School) (see
Appendix A-4 for Agenda & summary notes)
 Continue to develop Vision Statement
 Hear Issues & Concerns
 Continue to develop Goals & Objectives
 Continue to reach agreement on the draft planning framework

5/19/2006  Draft Planning Framework finalized

5/20/2006  Design Charrette (see Appendix B-5)
 Participants developed ideas for site planning and design based on

community input
6/20/2006  4th Community Meeting (conducted at Eaton Canyon Nature Center)

 Share results of 5/20 design charrette
 Generate feedback about the charrette results to guide the

development of a preferred alternative
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5/20/2006 thru  Public comments received (see Appendix B-6)
7/11/06

3/2007  City begins discussions with tenants regarding future leases

4/30/2007  City Council conceptually approved the staff recommended Proposed
Uses Plan and the Concept Plan for the Hahamongna Annex

3/2008  Capacity Analysis completed to assist in the effort to find the optimum
carrying capacity of specific use areas within the Annex property (see
Appendix B-7)

4/2008  HWPAC/Community Meeting (Salvation Army)
 Staff presented three scenarios and recommended a preferred

alternative (see Appendix B-8 for summary of scenarios and motion by
HWPAC)

5/2008  Completion of preliminary code evaluation for existing structures in HWP
Annex

9/2008  Tom Sawyer Camp off-season parking of van fleet within the annex is
terminated at request of City

11/2008 thru
2/2009  Traffic analysis for HWP annex was completed

6/2008 to
Present  Various meetings with tenants to consider various land use options

 Analysis and studies by staff on specific aspects of the site
 HWPAC/various commission meetings and site tours with commissions to

review staff recommendations, concepts and studies for the Annex
Addendum

1.6 GOALS & OBJECTIVES OF THE HAHAMONGA WATERSHED
PARK MASTER PLAN

The goals and objectives from the adopted Hahamongna Watershed Park Master
Plan act as the starting point for goals and objectives for the Annex. The goals from
the Master Plan are consistent with the input received from the public regarding the
Annex, and additional objectives are recommended. Those objectives from the
adopted Master Plan that are consistent with the input received regarding the
Annex appear in italics and proposed additional objectives that result from the
Annex now being added to HWP are added in bold.
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Goals & Objectives

Goal 1: Preserve, restore, and enhance the native habitats
Objectives:
● Develop a habitat restoration plan for Hahamongna Watershed Park.
● Protect and enhance the Hahamongna Watershed Park wildlife corridor linkages

to the upper watershed and the downstream reaches of the Arroyo Seco.
● Restore, enhance, and reestablish the historical native plant communities of the

Arroyo Seco.
● Protect and enhance the oak woodland within the southern portion of the HWP

Annex site.
● Locate new facilities in developed or disturbed areas so as to minimize impact to

established habitats.
● Limit exterior lighting for security, safety, and operational purposes to lessen the

impact on nocturnal wildlife.
● Preserve and protect the nighttime environment and dark skies through minimal,

quality outdoor lighting
● Relocate existing overhead power and communications lines to restore the

natural environment and provide adequate, safe maintenance access.
● Develop on-site native plant nursery facilities at the Annex to facilitate restoration

and enhancement of the HWP and greater Arroyo Seco.

Goal 2: The Devil’s Gate flood control basin will be managed to provide protection
to the developed and natural downstream areas.
Objectives:
● Develop a grading plan that allows habitat restoration and recreational activities

to co-exist with flood management and water conservation.
● Protect the streams and wetlands in the HWP area as part of improved watershed

management.
● Integrate storm water best management practices (BMPs) into the HWP Annex

site.
● Maximize ground water recharge within the HWP Annex site that is compatible

with the site’s uses.

Goal 3: Conserve and protect the water resources of the Arroyo Seco.
Objectives:
● Maximize groundwater recharge to minimize the amount of water purchased

from outside sources.

Goal 4: Provide diverse recreation opportunities for the Pasadena community.
Objectives:
● Provide passive recreation and both indoor and outdoor educational activities at

the Annex as part of a balanced range of recreation activities in HWP.

CITY OF PASADENA / ARROYO SECO MASTER PLANS
Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan Addendum for the Hahamongna Annex

2-1-10



1-9

● Evaluate, and to the extent feasible and appropriate, adapt and enhance the
former USDA Forest Service facilities.

● Provide an interpretive center at the Annex.
● Maintain and enhance current recreation uses within the Annex area, including

equestrian uses, youth programs consistent with a natural park, and trail uses.
● Deliver education and passive recreation programs in the Annex through

partnerships with public and private entities.

Goal 5: Enrich and promote the unique history and culture of Hahamongna
Watershed Park.
Objectives:
● Develop HWP as a “living laboratory” for local schools and environmental

education programs.
● Integrate sustainable design and management practices to the Annex site that

are compatible with a natural park setting and that will facilitate learning and
connections to the natural environment for the public.

● Preserve and encourage Native American use of HWP as a cultural resource.
● Explore the possibilities of a joint partnership with the U.S. Forest Service and

Native Americans in developing an interpretive center and native-plant nursery
at HWP.

● Develop design guidelines to ensure aesthetic compatibility and quality
construction for any improvements made in HWP.

● Develop passive viewing areas with unique vantage points.
● Create programs that inform and educate the public about the natural

processes, the history and the culture of the site.
● Underground or relocate the existing above-ground electrical transmission lines.

Goal 6: Provide a safe and secure park.
Objectives:
● Develop guidelines and delegate agency responsibilities for recreation, flood

management, and water conservation liabilities.
● Retain and enhance, as needed, the recently reestablished Park Ranger

Program to ensure compliance with municipal laws, codes, and regulations.
Secure entrances and perimeter of HWP.

● Utilize fencing for security purposes at the Annex with consideration for trail
access and wildlife movement.

● Any security measures and operations at the Annex site should strive for minimal
impact.

Goal 7: Provide adequate circulation, access and parking.
Objectives:
● Provide public transportation and non-motorized access to HWP.
● Provide adequate parking throughout the park for all proposed recreation

activities and facilities.
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● Minimize environmental impacts from parking in the HWP Annex site.
● Maintain and restore the trail links to the Central Arroyo, the surrounding

neighborhoods, and the Angeles National Forest.
● Provide for safe multi-use trails
● Ensure connectivity through the HWP Annex and to local and regional trail

networks.
● Comply with ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) standards for a “natural park.”
● Develop a signage system that provides clear directional information and

informs park visitors without being intrusive.
● Improve and enhance regional trail connections.
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SECTION 2:

EXISTING CONDITIONS & ISSUES
This section of the Master Plan describes the current physical setting of the 30 acre
addition to Hahamonga Watershed Park (HWP), which for purposes of this
document only, is referred to as “the Annex”. Features that are outside of the Annex
yet pertain to some of the features of the Annex are also reviewed.

Exhibit 2-0: Hahamonga Watershed Park in 2006. The 30 acre Annex area is highlighted.
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2.1 OWNERSHIP & EASEMENTS

LAND OWNERSHIP

The Annex is within Hahamongna Watershed Park (HWP), in the City of Pasadena.
The park is owned and operated by the City of Pasadena. Refer to Exhibit 1-1,
Master Plan Area, for the major physical landmarks located within the master plan
area. As owner, the City and its various respective departments, has jurisdiction over
any alterations to the site.

EASEMENTS

In addition to the easements described in the original master plan for the park, the
Annex includes two additional easements. The first, shown on Exhibit 2-1, Easements,
is a .74 acre easement area at the northernmost edge of the Annex and provides a
roadway and sewer easement for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) along Forest
Camp Road, leading to the South Gate entry to the JPL campus. JPL is responsible
for maintenance of this roadway.

The second easement was established as a condition of the sale of the property to
the City in November 2005. This permanent Open Space Easement exists over the
entire 30 acre Annex area and mandates that the property be used solely for an
open space, park and recreational purpose (See Appendix B-10).

These easements along with those already mentioned in the original master plan
(SCE easement, JPL storm drain easement and the Los Angeles County flood control
easement) are also illustrated on Exhibit 2-1. Southern California Edison (SCE) has a
utility easement within the Annex and is also shown on Exhibit 2-1.

2.2 ZONING & LAND USE

ZONING

Hahamongna Watershed Park, including the majority of the Annex area, is zoned
“OS (Open Space)” district, as illustrated in Exhibit 2-2, Zoning. There are twp
parcels, one within the Annex and the other outside of the Annex but within HWP,
zoned as PD-16 (Jet Propulsion Laboratory Planned Development) district. The
parcel outside of the Annex is leased to JPL for use as a 214 space surface parking
lot for JPL employees that is only accessible from the JPL Campus. The PD-16 zoned
lot that is within the Annex, can only be used for uses that are permitted or
conditionally permitted in the OS (Open Space) zoning district.
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LAND USE

The entire Hahamongna Watershed Park area, including the Annex site, is
designated “Open Space” by the City of Pasadena’s General Plan. “Open Space”
is defined by the Pasadena General Plan as follows: “This category is for a variety of
active and passive public recreational facilities and for City-owned open space
facilities. This includes natural open spaces and areas which have been designated
as environmentally and ecologically significant. This category also applies to land
which is publicly owned, though in some instances public access may be restricted.
Most importantly, this designation only applies to lands owned by the City.”

The 30 acre annex area contains the areas listed below, as they are currently used.
Exhibit 2-3 illustrates the current uses/facilities within these areas (the site and
building references indicated correspond with the exhibits). The use areas
correspond to the limits of the current lease areas. Photographs for most of the
buildings are provided in Appendix C.

A. The Former U.S. Forest Service Oak Grove Compound comprises 6.65 acres in the
western portion of the site. The vacant facilities include:

1. Barracks (3 barracks building total)
Concrete block buildings containing three large rooms, restroom and shower
room.

2. Mess Hall
Concrete block building containing a commercial kitchen, large pantry,
large dining room, cook’s quarters with full bath. Adjacent to this building is a
detached organic waste storage building.

3. Administration Building
Concrete block building containing multiple offices, equipment garages with
roll-up doors (six bays) and two restrooms.

4. Residence
Concrete block building containing living room, dining room, 3 bedrooms, full
bath, fenced back yard, and a detached two car garage.

6. Terraced pads
These two terraced pads were the former location of three mobile home
units, owned and occupied by U.S. Forest Service employees. The western
pad is separated from the other two pads by an Arroyo stone retaining wall.

23. Storage Yard Area
This area was used as a maintenance storage yard for both vehicles and
large equipment. The site contains patchy areas of asphalt.

24. Pre-fabricated Metal Buildings with Covered Metal Shed Roof
These two buildings include: a) an office area and a large storage room; b) a
half bath, enclosed closet and a large storage room with wide roll-up door;
and c) a covered and gated equipment garage between the buildings.
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25. Pre-fabricated Metal Storage Building This building includes a large storage
room with a wide sliding door and stair access to a loft with two storage
rooms under the loft.

26. Pre-fabricated Metal Nursery Building
This building contains a small office, half-bath, and lab/work room and green
house. Separate but connected by a small atrium space is a plant
propagation green house.

27. Plant Nursery Growing Beds
The ten raised planting beds sit atop a concrete slab. After intensive use of
these beds by the USFS ended in the 1980’s, the USFS had an agreement with
the Arroyo Seco Foundation for use of this area.

B. The Equestrian Area comprises 11.2 acres in the eastern, central and southern
portion of the site. This area is currently leased by the Rose Bowl Riders (RBR)
who in turn has a sub-lease with Tom Sawyer Camps Inc. (TSC) and a use
agreement with Move A Child Higher (MACH1). Usage and facilities in this area
are identified below along with an identification of the primary tenant utilizing
this area and/or that particular facility:

5. Oak Woodland
Three acres of coast live oak woodland. The area is fenced off and two of
the three acres are used by all Annex tenants for equestrian riding. The area
is sometimes informally referred to as ‘the enchanted forest’.

7. Parking and access
Until recently this area served as the ‘off season’ parking area for the TSC
vans that are used by the camp during its 10 week summer camp in the park.
This parking area is surfaced with ‘patchy’ asphalt. This portion of the site also
contains an open-sided hay barn, three storage sheds, a ‘team building’ play
area, and a narrow vehicular access route to the TWC horse staging area.

8. Mobile Home
This area contains the mobile home unit for the TSC ‘wrangler’ (camp
foreman) as well as various equestrian facilities that support the camp
operations. The mobile is connected to a septic leaching pit.

9. Horse Corrals
These metal pipe corals house the horses that are used by TSC for the summer
youth camp and for their year round horse riding program. There currently
are horse corrals able to accommodate 65 to 70 horses. During the ‘off
season’ there are approximately 35 horses corralled at this location.

10. Lower Horse Stables
These are nine horse boarding stables with partial roofs that are individually
owned with the occupied space rented on a month-to- month basis from
RBR.

11. Tack, Feed & Hay Barn
The Tack Room is the location where a variety of equipment needed to both
ride and care for the horses are stored. There are separate rooms for hay
and feed storage and to isolate a sick horse (RBR).
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12a. Lower Horse Boarding Barn
This barn, collectively owned by the horse owners who use it, has a fully
roofed set of stables and a covered aisle through the center. The Lower Barn
provides boarding for six horses (RBR). Each of the six stables are individually
owned with the occupied space rented on a month-to- month basis from
RBR.

12b. Middle Horse Boarding Barn
This barn, collectively owned by the horse owners who use it, has a partially
roofed set of stables and a covered aisle through the center. The middle
barn provides barding for six horses. Each of the six stables are individually
owned with the occupied space rented on a month-to- month basis from
RBR.

13. Wash Rack
The Wash Rack is where the horses get bathed and washed down (RBR).

14. Main Upper Horse Boarding Barn
This barn, collectively owned by the horse owners who use it, has a partially
roofed set of stables and a covered aisle through the center. The upper barn
provides boarding for eight horses (RBR). Each of the eight stables are
individually owned with the occupied space rented on a month-to- month
basis from RBR.

15. Upper Barn East
This barn has a fully roofed set of eight stalls. It is currently rented on a month
to month basis by a trainer for horses used in lessons or for programs. This
barn, owned by RBR, was built soon after the city purchased the property
and was originally utilized as a visitor horse barn for equestrian units
associated with the Rose Parade.

16. Jumping Arena
The jumping arena is almost exclusively used for jumping with the portable
jumps left in place (RBR).

17. Round Pen
The round pen is an area where the horse exercised under control. The horse
performs circles around the trainer, who stands in the middle holding the
lunge line and directing the horse (RBR).

18. Sun Pen
This pen is used for turning one’s horse loose to have free time exercise on
their own (RBR).

19. Oval Teaching Arena
This arena is for beginner and intermediate lessons. When riders and horses
are new to the art of riding, a smaller arena is beneficial so that the horse and
rider are close to the trainer at all times (MACH1 and RBR).

20. Barn
This barn has a fully roofed set of six stalls. Four of six stalls serve as stables for
MACH1 to board four horses; two stalls are used by RBR to store equipment,
material and a tractor. (MACH1) (RBR).
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21. Main Arena
This is the largest arena within the Annex area and is used for horse shows,
group lessons and clinics throughout the year. (RBR with shared use by other
tenants)

22. Clubhouse
The clubhouse is used by all three tenants for various group gatherings,
programs and events. The clubhouse also has an outdoor patio and
barbeque area as well as a group picnic area with picnic tables.

C. Common Areas include five locations that border the annex site and are
accessible to the general public. These include the:

28. Eastern Common Area
The common area within the site’s eastern boundary includes a portion of the
park Perimeter Trail/emergency access, an Arroyo stone stockpile, an
equestrian waste management area and largely weedy vegetation.

29. Western Common Area
The common area along the site’s western boundary includes a park access
road that terminates at the iron gate at its most northern terminus (at the
entrance to the Main Arena and Clubhouse area), oak woodland and a trail
running parallel to the western edge of the park road.

30. Northern Trail
A corridor (varying between 7 to 25 feet in width) with a trail used by hikers
and equestrians runs parallel to the northern boundary of the equestrian
facilities and is an extension of the trail adjacent to the park access road on
the west and ends at the park Perimeter Trail within the Hahamongna basin
on the east.

31. JPL Connector Trail
A 13 foot wide corridor with a trail used primarily by JPL hikers runs along the
eastern edge of the County Fire Camp; there are two large mature oak trees
within thetrail. The trail tread narrows, wraps around both sides of the northern 
oak tree, and wraps around the eastern side of the southern oak tree. 

32. JPL Road Easement
There is a 30 ft. wide road and sidewalk that provides one lane of travel in
either direction to and from the JPL southern security entrance. This
easement also contains landscaped area with three mature oak trees.

A list of the various activities, events and programs that currently occur at the
annex under the current tenants, is provided in Appendix A-5.

D. Los Angeles County Fire Camp 2 Compound

Fire Camp 2 is a tenant within the annex area and contains a facility used for
countywide training and conferences. The facility accommodates groups of up to
75 people. A heliport is located here and an emergency medical service helicopter
and fire suppression helicopter use this site for staging and refueling. Meeting rooms,
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dormitories, a dining hall, spaces for 50 vehicles and garages/equipment storage
facilities are all contained within this compound, as identified below:

33. Heliport electrical supply building
34. Open sided equipment garage
35. Enclosed garages with stalls for reserve vehicles & exercise equipment room
36. Crew day room building
37. Large garage with open front, plus storage rooms and tool room
38. Classroom for 50 people (max)
39. Offices, dorm, locker rooms & restroom
40. Crew dorm, locker room, restrooms, office and classroom (25 max)
41. Kitchen freezer building
42. Kitchen, pantry, dining hall & restroom
43. Mobile offices, crew sleeping rooms, restrooms & laundry
44. Mobile offices

2.3 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

THE BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

The existing biological environment for the annex site was described and mapped in
the original master plan for HWP. The plant communities, vegetation, and wildlife of
HWP probably would not exist in their current array without man’s influence. The
altered and unnatural environmental conditions currently found there are due
mainly to four factors. These are: (1) the presence of Devil’s Gate Dam (2) the
requirements for necessary sediment and debris removal from behind the dam,
including the mining of sand and gravel until 1994 (3) the landscaping practices that
have over time significantly changed the appearance and composition of HWP
and nearby areas, including the annex; and (4) the encroachment of invasive
nonnative plants.

The inventories also included the identification of existing natural plant communities,
landscaped, and ruderal (non-native weedy) vegetation in the park. The inventory
information about the park’s biological resources helped to define the existing
setting and to lay the foundation for the habitat establishment and restoration plan
presented in Section 3 of this Master Plan addendum.

The Existing Setting

Throughout the majority of the Arroyo Seco drainage in HWP, riparian scrub habitats
and weedy nonnative grassland dominate the floor of the central portion of the
drainage and portions of the annex site. Oak woodland and other types of scrub
habitats occupy large and small variable areas along the perimeter and/or side
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walls of the drainage. Segments of the site are widely populated with introduced
ornamental shrubs and trees, and exotic, ruderal weedy species of grasses and
forbs (herbaceous, non-grass species). There are approximately 70 trees
(approximately 8% of the estimated 800 trees on the site) that are either dead,
diseased, cause a safety concern or are considered non-native species. Some of
these non-native species are also considered invasive species by statewide sources.

The Plant Communities

Of the six native terrestrial natural plant communities that were identified in the
survey areas within the larger HWP area: (1) coast live oak woodland, (2) southern
willow scrub, (3) mule fat scrub, (4) riversidian alluvial fan sage scrub, (5) sage scrub,
and (6) southern sycamore riparian woodland, only the coast live oak woodland
plant community is present within the annex site. See Exhibit 2-4, Plant Communities
within the Annex.

Coast Live Oak Woodland

Coast live oak woodland is typically located on north-facing slopes and shaded
ravines in southern California. In HWP and the annex area, however, it occurs on the
more level terrain of old terraces of alluvial fans on the west boundary of the site.
The Oak Grove area, of the park as well as the southern portion of the annex
immediate to the Oak Grove area, as well as portions of the annex site, represent an
exquisite, remnant example of the sort of coast live oak woodland that used to
cover much of the southern half of the state in the Coast, Transverse, and Peninsular
ranges.

Commonly associated shrub understory species in this plant community include
black sage (Salvia mellifera), California blackberry (Rubus ursinus), California bay or
laurel (Umbellularia californica), California redberry (Rhamnus californica), California
sagebrush (Artemisia californica), chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), laurel
sumac (Malosma laurina), western poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum), scrub
oak (Quercus berberidifolia), toyon (Heteromeles arbupifolia), Mexican elderberry
(Sambucus mexicana), bigleaf maple (Acer macrophyllum), box elder (A.
negundo), hairy ceanothus (Ceanothus oliganthus), bush monkeyflower (Mimulus
aurantiacus), and various currant or gooseberry species (Ribes spp.) (Holland, 1986;
Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf, 1995). The herbaceous layer component is often
continuous and dominated by ripgut (Bromus diandrus) and other introduced taxa
such as common chickweed (Stellaria media) (Holland, 1986).

Ruderal Vegetation

Ruderal vegetation dominates the central portion of the master plan study area
along the drainage from west to east, and north to south within this central portion.
Ruderal vegetation which included weedy mustard and sunflower family members
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rather than grasses, have dominated this community in recent years in the central
riparian and graded areas of the basin. The coast live oak woodland area within
the annex does have smaller, patchy mosaics of nonnative grassland and/or other
ruderal vegetation scattered within this community boundaries. This nonnative
terrestrial plant community, which has very little value to most native wildlife species,
offers numerous opportunities for major habitat restoration planning efforts at the
annex site specifically.

Ruderal vegetation

Commonly observed species in ruderal vegetation and/or nonnative grassland
community include slender wild oats, common wild oats, ripgut, red brome (Bromus
madritensis ssp. rubens), soft chess (B. hordeaceus), black mustard (Brassica nigra),
turnip or field mustard (B. rapa), shortpod mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), red-stem
filaree (Erodium cicutarium), filaree (E. botrys), gilias (Gilia spp.), tarweed (Hemizonia
fasciculata), Italian ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum), peppergrass (Lepidium nitidum),
burclover (Medicago polymorpha), Mediterranean grass (Schismus barbatus), star-
thistles (Centaurea spp.), and vulpias or annual fescues (Vulpia spp.) (Holland, 1986;
Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf, 1995). During the inventory surveys, large areas of the
nonnative grassland community covered with weedy annual bur-sage (Ambrosia
acanthicarpa), horseweed (Conyza canadensis), and plantain (Plantago ovata)
were observed.

Landscaped Vegetation

Landscaped vegetation is largely composed of cultivated ornamental, horticultural
plants that may be introduced or native tree, shrub, forb, and grass species.
Landscaped plant species are usually aesthetically appealing but are often
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moderately to extremely dependent on human management for water, minerals
and nutrients (from fertilizers and soil amendments), pruning and maintenance, pest
and pathogen control. A predominant portion of the annex site currently consists of
landscaped vegetation and is indicated on Exhibit 2-4 as “developed area”.

The numbers and types of landscaped vegetation within the developed areas are
too numerous and diverse to include. Common landscape plants observed in the
master plan study area, including the Annex site, were species of eucalyptus, pine,
oak, acacia, western sycamore, fig, olive, pittosporum, cherry, pepper tree, maple,
liquidambar, ash, juniper, cypress, pyracantha, walnut, hibiscus, oleander, privet,
redwood, elm, palm, coral tree, periwinkle, lantana, ivy, plumbago, poplar, tree of
heaven, agave, and many others.

THE FLOOD WATER ENVIRONMENT

The adopted HWP master plan includes an extensive section on flood waters and
flood management. Highlighting the most pertinent components of that
information as it relates to the annex site is the focus of this section.

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works (LACDPW) owns the Devil’s
Gate Dam and operates it for flood safety, sediment and debris management, and
water conservation. The 1919 lease agreement between LACDPW and the City of
Pasadena designated an area easement for flood control, which encompasses
approximately 80% of the HWP master plan study area and roughly follows the 1075
elevation contour. Under the most extreme conditions, this area would be flooded
for a short period of time. Exhibit 2-5, Water Elevations, illustrates the critical flood
water elevations within the site and indicates that the southeastern portion of the
site could be inundated for a short period of time. Facilities within the annex
located below the 1075.0 foot elevation are remotely subject to infrequent, short-
term inundations.

Critical to the understanding of the environment of the basin is the influence of the
dam on flood elevations within the annex site. The spillway floor elevation (1040.5),
the top of the headworks (elevation 1067), and the top of the dam (elevation 1075)
are also highlighted on Exhibit 2-5.

2.4 SITE DRAINAGE & WATER QUALITY

The site generally drains in a southerly direction. Exhibit 2-6, Existing Site Drainage,
illustrates the storm water drainage patterns on the Annex site. The section of the
adopted HWP master plan describing “the Alluvial Fan Environment” typifies the
characteristics for the park, including the Annex site. HWP is situated at the
opening of the Arroyo Seco canyon along the upper portion of an alluvial fan
environment. Alluvial fans are complex, dynamic and as such potentially unstable
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environments causing erosion from the steep slopes of the San Gabriel Mountains
to be deposited downslope. This process is most inherent in the Hahamongna
basin and behind Devil’s gate dam, but also existent to a proportionately smaller
degree during storm conditions within the Annex. The deposition of sediment laden
storm flows due to eroded material from on site that all result in the formation of
eroded channels is a regular occurrence during winter months, particularly in the
lower terrace area of the site, where the horse boarding area is situated. These
conditions require the tenants to shovel out sediment from collected areas,
including horse stalls, and has created a severely eroded lower access road in the
horse boarding area that doubles as a drainage channel during heavy rains. The
Oak Grove area of the park, just outside the southeastern portion of the Annex, is a
known deposition area from the erosion and sediment from upslope and within the
eastern portion of the Annex.

The Storm Drain section, further describes other drainage issues resulting from the
storm drains on the site.

2.5 UTILITIES & SERVICES

The utility infrastructure within the master plan study area includes storm drains,
water mains, water quality test wells, overhead & underground power and
communications lines, natural gas, and sewage management systems. The
municipal services include solid waste collection. Unless otherwise mentioned
below, the adopted master plan outlined the existing conditions for these utilities
and services. Following are existing conditions found within the Annex site:

STORM DRAINS

Exhibit 2-6, Existing Site Drainage, illustrates where existing storm drains are positioned
on the Annex site, in an effort to attempt to respond to the site’s drainage patterns.
There are five storm drain locations on the site:

Storm Drain No. 1

This refers to the JPL roadway easement storm drain and is located along the
eastern border of the County Fire Camp 2 area. 75% of the surface flows from the
Fire Camp join the storm water flows from this roadway storm drain, travel south and
collect at the southeasternmost corner of the Fire Camp compound where a non-
functioning storm drain inlet is causing pooling and erosion problems on the
adjacent hiking trail and the northwestern portion of the main equestrian parking
area.
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Storm Drain No. 2

This storm drain collects ‘grey water’ in addition to storm water(greywater is non-
industrial wastewater generated from domestic processes such as dish washing,
laundry and bathing, but not from sewage or toilets) from the County Fire Camp
loading dock and storm water from the parking area at the County Fire Camp, all of
which outflows onto the hiking trail northwest of the equestrian area, causing
pooling and excessive drainage problems on the trail and within the western portion
of the equestrian area.

Storm Drain No. 3

This storm drain collects concentrated surface flows from JPL & Fire Camp 2 via an
inlet at their boundary, adjacent to the northern hiking trail, then flows via
underground piping to the east where it exits east of the Annex at outlet no. 14 in
the flood basin (referenced in the original HWP master plan).

Storm Drain No. 4

A large amount of storm water from an 11 acre sub-watershed area west of the
Annex that includes north Oak Grove Drive, enters the Annex via a storm drain
system. The storm drain traverses the slope in the park, then crosses under the park
road and exits. This system terminates at an outlet in the northwest corner of the oak
woodland where it merges with storm water from a storm drain outlet that runs
under the Annex entry driveway into the former USFS compound, its southern
parking lot and adjacent areas.

Storm Drain No. 5

There is an open box, concrete lined ditch in the lower terrace of the annex site,
west of the Lower and Middle Horse Boarding Barns that serves as the storm drain
collector for the slope between the upper and lower terraces. This drain is two feet
wide and one foot deep and is at the base of a slope and also serves as the drain
for the horse washing rack. This channel carries storm water (often sediment laden)
under the southerly access route to the boarding area where it then flows from a
concrete lined ditch and empties onto the dirt road that serves as the main lower
access road and that doubles as a drainage channel, as described previously.

WATER MAINS

The adopted HWP master plan outlines the water mains servicing the Annex area,
with the exception of service to the County Fire Camp by a 6-inch extension to the
8-inch cast iron water main servicing the former USFS compound and the equestrian
tenants. Prior to the sale in 1970 of this property to the MWD, these water mains
were owned and operated by the Pasadena Water Department. Since the
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purchase of the property in November 2005, potable water service has been
provided to the site by the Pasadena Water Department.

NATURAL GAS

Natural gas service to the Annex site is provided by Southern California Gas
Company with systems servicing the former USFS compound and the County Fire
Camp; there is no gas service to the equestrian tenants at this time.

SEWAGE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

The major gravity sewer main runs south, in Oak Grove Drive, serving JPL and the city
of La Canada Flintridge. Within the Annex site, all of the restrooms and kitchen in
the former U.S.F.S. compound are connected by a gravity sewer system to a
sewage sump. The sewage lift station pumps the collected sewage through a
force main, discharging into the nearby Oak Grove Drive gravity sewer main. In the
equestrian tenant areas, the restrooms have septic systems and are also serviced by
portable toilets.

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION

Solid waste disposal/collection is handled independently within each use area. In
the equestrian area, horse waste is collected separately by each tenant under
separate arrangements.

There is a mutual agreement between the U.S. Forest Service (former tenant) and
the City Parks Division to have a solid waste container within the former U.S. Forest
Service compound that is collected once per month by a USFS disposal truck. This
container facilitates the USFS maintenance operations for the Angeles National
Forest adjacent to the HWP.

2.6 MOBILITY

This section examines all aspects of mobility within the Annex, including:

● Vehicular circulation
● Parking
● Access and Public Transit
● Trail and Bicycle Access

Exhibit 2-7, Mobility, illustrates the various mobility aspects within the annex. A traffic
analysis of the Annex site was also conducted.
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VEHICULAR CIRCULATION

The existing park road, which begins at the parks entry at Oak Grove Drive and
Foothill Boulevard, is the primary vehicular circulation route to the annex and also
within the Annex. A short spur off of the park road then takes vehicles on a loop
through the former USFS compound and to the entrance to the youth camp
operations area.

The park road terminates at a gated entrance to the equestrian riding area. The
current configuration of the park road at this juncture does not allow adequate
space to safely turn a vehicle around, to then return on the park road.

From the existing park road, there is a network of dirt routes that then take a driver
to the other destination points within the annex.

PARKING

There are approximately 127 parking spaces within the Annex. Exhibit 2-7, Existing
Mobility, illustrates the distribution of the parking spaces and the areas within the
park that are in close proximity to the Annex site. (Note: Parking spaces within ½ mile
(or 2800 feet) of the former USFS Administration building were considered proximate and a
reasonable walking distance from the primary Annex use areas.)

ACCESS & PUBLIC TRANSIT

As described previously, vehicular access to the site is provided via the primary
north-south internal paved roadway that extends north from the park. Unpaved
routes provide secondary vehicular access to uses within the Annex.

Public Transit to the site is currently provided by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transit Authority (METRO), Foothill Transit Service, City of Glendale Beeline, and
Pasadena Area Rapid Transit Service (ARTS). These transit lines utilize two stops; one
located at the park entrance at Oak Grove Drive and Foothill Blvd. as shown on
Exhibit 2-7, Mobility, and one located at the intersection of Berkshire Place and Oak
Grove Drive. Accessibility to the Annex site from these transit stops are either via an
existing unpaved trail or through the same paved roadway that takes vehicles to
the Annex site, which is circuitous. Dial-a-ride does not currently service HWP.

Emergency access to the Annex site is via the primary paved park road. The park
road’s terminus at the gated entrance to the equestrian area currently makes it
difficult for any vehicle to be able to turn around and exit the area and similarly not
possible for an emergency vehicle and/or bus to maneuver.

Access to the site is more difficult in the weekday morning and afternoon hours
when La Canada High School is in session. Over the past several years the City of La
Canada Flintridge and the City of Pasadena have worked together to assist La
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Canada in providing a safe student drop-off and pick-up area for their high school;
this area has been provided within the park and along the park road which parallels
Oak Grove Drive.

TRAIL & BICYCLE ACCESS

HWP has an existing system of trails for pedestrians and equestrians, as shown on
Exhibit 2-7, Existing Mobility. The trail that parallels the western edge of the park road
and continues along the southern border of JPL and into the Hahamongna basin
plays a major role in providing access to the Annex site and in connecting the site to
the larger trail system in Pasadena, Altadena, La Canada Flintridge and the Angeles
National Forest.

Bicycle access to the site is currently and primarily via the paved park road as
shown on Exhibit 2-7. A number of bicycle lanes, Class II and III bicycle routes are
located within one mile of the Annex. The adopted HWP Master Plan includes a
recreational bicycle loop around the entire park, which has largely not yet been
fully implemented.; The bicycle loop is not for high speed bicycling but is for
recreational users wanting to enjoy the park by bike. The adopted HWP master plan
allows for about 90% of the full loop around the perimeter of HWP, using a
combination of hard surface routes within the park and existing streets immediate to
HWP. 10% of a complete full loop (about 900 feet) is missing, resulting in a gap at
the Annex site and limiting bicycle access to and through the Annex both from the
north and the south. The Pasadena Municipal Code currently prohibits bicycles on
unpaved trails in the city.

At the northeast corner of the Annex, the perimeter trail connects to the Angeles
National Forest along the eastern edge of the JPL campus and to reaches further
north and east.

2.7 EXISTING RECREATION

Public recreational activity has been historically limited at the Annex, primarily
because the site has been privately owned. As described previously, there is public
recreational trail along the western to northern edge of the property. Since the
purchase of the property in November 2005, the current tenants have made a
concerted effort to try and advertise some of the programs they independently
offer, to make them available to the public and to begin to work with the City in
making some of their events known to the community. Public awareness of the
lessons offered and of the general recreation available at the Annex is currently
limited. See Appendix A-5 for a listing of the recreation programs currently offered
at the Annex.
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2.8 CULTURAL RESOURCES & HISTORIC ACTIVITIES

There are no archaeological resources on the site that differ from what is described
in the original HWP Master Plan. There are some activities that have taken place
within the Annex for a very long time and are therefore worth mentioning as
historical in nature:

BUILDINGS AND AMENITIES

The permanent buildings within the former U.S. Forest Service Compound were built
in late 1950’s. Their style is reminiscent of practical USFS building construction of that
time. Similarly, the arroyo stone retaining walls built by the California Conservation
Corps (CCC’s) prior to the USFS occupying the site, are fine examples of retaining
wall construction using local natural Arroyo stone and are considered a cultural
feature, as they are throughout the Arroyo Seco.

Newly built U.S. Forest Service Compound at the Annex, circa 1950's

THE EQUESTRIAN PRESENCE IN THE ARROYO SECO

The Arroyo Seco Watershed has a long and vibrant history of equestrian use. It is
likely that horses have been in the Arroyo since at least the 1770’s when the
Spaniards settled the area. Horses have both served as a primary means of
transport in the Arroyo as well as a form of recreation along the area’s trail system,
of which nearly 20 linear miles of trails are in Pasadena’s Arroyo.

The Annex site is equally rich in its equestrian history with organized equestrian
activity dating back as far back as eighty years ago. Horseback riding lessons have
been an integral part of some of the programs offered by the Annex tenants since
their existence in the park.
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The City’s desire to retain this historic equestrian presence and make it a public
resource was a big impetus for the purchase of the Annex property, along with the
potential opportunities imagined in using the former USFS compound.

Equestrians assembled at HWP Annex, circa 1950
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The Annex, Circa 1960
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SECTION 3:

THE HAHAMONGNA ANNEX PLAN
This section describes the Hahamongna Annex Plan recommendations for the
Hahamongna Watershed Park (HWP) addendum. Exhibit 3-1, Hahamongna
Watershed Park Master Plan Addendum, illustrates the amended master site plan
that now includes the Annex area. The recommended Master Plan addendum
elements are firmly based upon the planning framework that was developed
through a series of community forums as discussed in Section 1.

The Master Plan recommendations are presented and discussed as follows:

 Vision
 Land Uses & Anticipated Facilities
 The Natural Environment
 Site Drainage & Water Quality
 Utilities & Infrastructure
 Solid Waste
 Mobility
 Recreation
 Safety & Security
 Sustainability, Design & Aesthetics
 Park Management
 Partnerships & Stewardships
 Next Steps

3.1 VISION

The following vision statement was developed based on the input received from the
public via the open house event of January 28, 2006, several public workshops and
Hahamongna Watershed Park Advisory committee meetings, as well as comments
submitted directly to the City of Pasadena. The vision statement describes the
community’s long term desires for the HWP Annex. As outlined in Section 1, the
goals and objectives from the adopted HWP Master Plan were used as the starting
point in establishing the goals and objectives for the Annex site that are outlined in
Section 1. The revised goals and objectives describe how the City will move towards
achieving the community’s long term vision for the HWP Annex.

Vision Statement
As a unique, centralized part of the Hahamongna Watershed Park and
the Arroyo Seco Watershed, the Annex site will be a focal point for
visitors to the park and the greater Arroyo Seco area, functioning as
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both a local and regional hub for education and passive recreation that
is compatible with natural resource protection and enhancement. The
Annex will also provide a gateway to the broader network of open
spaces and trails that connect the Angeles National Forest, La Cañada
Flintridge, Altadena, the central and lower Arroyo of Pasadena, and
reaches south.

As a model for demonstrating the integration of context-sensitive
facilities within a natural setting by applying sustainable design and
management practices, the Annex will emphasize protection of the
site’s unique oak habitat, indoor and outdoor education, and continued
passive recreation for the public. Key facilities will include an equestrian
facility, multipurpose interpretive and education center, and a native
plant nursery. As a public facility, the Annex will be sustained through
partnerships and financing.

HWP ANNEX VISITORS

As Pasadena’s largest park and natural open space, the Arroyo Seco attracts
thousands of visitors annually. The Annex will build on and expand these visitor
opportunities to provide richer and even more varied experiences. The
recommended facilities and the community vision for the area are intended to
create a facility with broad appeal. Visitors will come to the Annex for the chance
to connect with nature, learn about the natural and cultural history of the Arroyo
Seco Watershed and participate in the many recreational opportunities that are
planned to be available.

Recommendations on the Vision for the Annex:

 Achieve the community’s long term vision for the HWP Annex;
 Programs and facilities will inspire visitors of all ages, economic backgrounds

and learning styles;
 The Annex and its facilities will provide an excellent learning resource for

students and school groups, support school curricula and allow students to
fully experience nature on-site; and

 Users and activities shall have a strong purpose associated with:
 nature and natural resources
 watershed management
 Native American history
 outdoor experiential education
 flood management
 water resources and conservation
 habitat restoration, enhancement and/or preservation
 ecosystems
 sustainability
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 open space conservation
 horsemanship
 outdoorsmanship

3.2 LAND USES & ANTICIPATED FACILITIES

The vision for the use of the Annex site evolved through an extensive community
process, as further outlined in Section 1. As a part of this process, the City undertook
two studies that assisted in the formulation and configuration of the recommended
land uses.

The first study was a Preliminary Code Evaluation of Existing Structures within the
entire Annex site (completed May 2008) . The primary objective of this evaluation
was to understand the rough order of magnitude in meeting minimum code
compliance requirements in the rehabilitation and/or continued use of the existing
structures located within the Annex.

The second study was a Carrying Capacity Analysis of the site (completed March
2008) that examined the optimum carrying capacity of the Annex to assist in
designing the appropriate concentration of people within each proposed use area
so as to not degrade the site or the experience for the users of the site. The
structures planned for the Annex along with their intended use, frequency of use
and the cumulative maximum capacity for the site at any one time, were all
evaluated. A summary of the capacity analysis can be found in Appendix B-7. Both
of these studies served as important tools in the development of the final
recommended plan for the Annex.

Regarding zoning, changing the zoning within the Annex site from PD-16 to the OS
zone would eliminate the split-zoning of the site and make the zoning designation
consistent with most of the surrounding area. However, to do so without a
corresponding adjustment to the JPL parking lot portion of the PD-16 area would
jeopardize the use by JPL of the west parking lot in Hahamongna, due to the
remainder of the PD not meeting the 2-acre size requirement for PD zoning
designation. Also, the recommended use areas are all in keeping with the
easements listed in Section 2.

The recommended land uses for the annex can be summarized into four major use
areas, as shown in Exhibit 3-2, HWP Annex Master Plan Use Areas:

A. The Environmental Education Center
B. The Equestrian Center
C. Los Angeles County Fire Camp 2
D. Natural Open Space
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Following is a description of the use areas, the facilities anticipated within each use
area and the recommendations for each. Exhibit 3-3 focuses on the use areas with
the greatest number of planning recommendations. Since the recommendations
for LA County Fire Camp 2 are minimal, its inclusion in Exhibit 3-3 has been minimized.
The extension of the existing paved park road and/or the addition of any new road 
segment are not recommendations of this addendum. 

A. THE ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER

The Environmental Education Center (EEC) will be an approximately 5.63 acre
complex with both indoor and outdoor facilities that will serve as a premier learning,
conference and community center with an emphasis on environmental education
of the Arroyo Seco watershed. The EEC will strive to adaptively re-use the existing
vacant buildings on the former USFS site and will include the following primary
facilities:

MAIN BUILDING WITH CONFERENCE HALL

The main conference hall will accommodate up to approximately 185 people and
will serve as the primary meeting space for educational sessions and community
gatherings. A main office will serve as the information and administrative center for
the EEC and visitor reception area. Several offices will be provided for key EEC
personnel and a modest exhibit space will afford the opportunity to showcase
interpretive material as well as special displays.

ENVIRONMENTAL CLASSROOMS

Three classroom buildings will provide meeting spaces with some office support
space . Two of the classroom buildings will accommodate a total of approximately
85 people; the third classroom building will accommodate up to a total of
approximately 108 people. The design of these classroom buildings will include
portable walls to allow for the flexibility of smaller classroom configurations or the
option of a larger meeting space.

DINING HALL

The dining hall would be an ancillary facility that would support the other facilities
within the EEC. A commercial kitchen would be available for food preparation
along with small office support space. Both indoor and outdoor dining facilities
would be provided for gatherings.

OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS & GATHERING AREAS

The proximity of the Annex to the Arroyo Seco stream, flood basin, natural plant
communities and views of the San Gabriel Mountains lends itself to the utilization of
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outdoor classrooms and gathering areas. The creation of several of these areas are
envisioned throughout the EEC area, varying in size to serve groups between 25 and
150 people. Most of these spaces are immediately outside other EEC buildings but
could function either as an extension to the adjacent building or as independent
meeting spaces. These spaces would provide both seating and standing areas and
include native plantings to provide shade, enhance wildlife and provide interpretive
educational opportunities.

SITE MANAGER RESIDENCE & OFFICE with XERISCAPE GARDEN

This facility would house the on-site manager who would oversee the Annex. An
office for the manager will be provided and a garage with storage area is adjacent
to the residence. The grounds of the residence will be landscaped as a water
conserving garden, serve as a demonstration showpiece for the EEC and showcase
low maintenance materials and plant selections.

DEMONSTRATION GARDEN AREA

The demonstration garden area will be a series of terraced plots separated by the
existing Arroyo stone retaining walls, originally built by the CCC’s (California
Conservation Corps), prior to the former U.S. Forest Service occupation of the site in
the 1950’s. The garden will be a major teaching stop for the EEC and include a
combination of garden paths and garden plots. Demonstration areas will include a
variety of sustainable gardening ideas.

GROUP PICNIC AREA

This group picnic area will accommodate groups of up to approximately 50 people.
The site is envisioned as a meadow setting under the existing oak trees and will be
used to support the activities at the EEC. Picnic tables to support the anticipated
attendance will be installed. This site will also be available to the Equestrian Center.

ENVIRONMENTAL VOCATION CENTER

The environmental vocation center will serve as a community work and training
center and will support the mission and vision of the EEC. The environmental
vocation center will provide an outdoor yard area for learning and gathering, office
space, meeting space and storage space.

PARK MAINTENANCE FACILITY

The park maintenance facility will house the tools, supplies and equipment for the
City park maintenance operations of the Arroyo Seco with an emphasis on the
Annex. This facility will serve as an extension of the Oak Grove Maintenance Office
(OGMO) in southwest corner of the park.
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NURSERY CO-OP

The native plan nursery co-op will provide facilities for the propagation and growing
native plants species and promote horticultural education with a particular focus on
the restoration of the natural plant communities of the Arroyo Seco. The nursery co-
op will provide a plant lab, native plant germination green house facilities, growing
beds and exterior space for nursery purposes.

NEW RESTROOM

A new public restroom will be provided to service the anticipated use from both the
EEC facilities and the Equestrian Center facilities planned in this section of the park.

Recommendations for the Environmental Education Center:

 Existing structures will be retained for reuse to the greatest possible and to
minimize demolition (see Section 3.10);

 The EEC will be known as the Arroyo Seco Environmental Education Center;
 The EEC will be a model of sustainability and green construction technology,

operations and maintenance in every aspect;
 The EEC will operate and be managed as a cohesive center with a central

vision and mission;
 None of the EEC facilities listed should be allowed to function independently;

there shall be a strong interaction and partnership between each of the EEC
facilities listed above; and

 There shall be a strong interaction and connection between the EEC and the
Equestrian Center, HWP and the Arroyo Seco at large.

B. THE EQUESTRIAN CENTER

The Equestrian Center will be an approximately 8.6 acre complex and will serve as a
public equestrian facility for the City of Pasadena. The Equestrian Center will serve
as a horse riding, staging, teaching and boarding facility for the City. The Equestrian
Center will consist of the following four primary facilities:

RIDING ARENA & EQUESTRIAN STAGING AREA

The Riding Arena and Equestrian Staging Area, an approximately 3.6 acre complex, 
will be open for public use. Associated public facilities would include:

 Riding arena(s)
 A Clubhouse would provide meeting and gathering space for up to

approximately 60 people, an office with storage space, a kitchen and
restroom facilities;
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 The Garden, Group Picnic Area & Trail Hub would be a destination spot within
the annex and on the grounds immediately adjacent to the Clubhouse. The
garden would be a model for water conservation. The picnic area would also
have tables to accommodate up to approximately 60 people. This location
would also have a kiosk with trail and park information and serve as a rest area
for trail users; and

 Other related facilities could include: a barn, visiting horse corrals, a smaller
arena, a turn out pen and a visiting horse station (with a hose, wash rack,
watering trough, etc.) Viewing stands for up to 150 people to sit and view the
activities within the riding arena(s) would also be provided. A parking area to
accommodate visitors to this area of the park, special event attendees and
visiting equestrians (with and without horse trailers) will be provided.

HORSE BOARDING AREA

The horse boarding area will provide boarding facilities for up to 70 horses and
encompass approximately 2.3 acres. Access to this area by the public will be
controlled to keep the area safe for the horses. Other facilities anticipated within
the horse boarding area could include:

 Hay and feed storage
 Horse wash rack
 Tack and equipment storage
 Barn or barn storage rooms
 Jumping arena and/or turn out pen
 Boarding Stables (with space for up to 70 horses)
 Shared horse waste disposal area
 Horse trailer parking (maximum of 8 emergency horse trailers + visiting trailers)
 Horse boarder parking

YOUTH CAMP OPERATIONS AREA

This area will support youth camp operations that takes place in the larger HWP park
area, and also serve as a staging area for public youth camp programs. This youth
camp operations area will encompass approximately 1.9 acres. Access to this area
will be controlled for the safety of the horses. The youth camp operations area shall
consist of the following facilities:

 The Horse Boarding area, where a maximum of 70 horses will be corralled in
the summer months and a maximum of 35 horses will be corralled in the non-
summer months;

 Staging area, where horses are saddled and riders will gather for a lesson or a
ride, whether campers or members of the general public;

 Recreation area where a small area is dedicated to youth recreation in
association with the summer camp program;
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 “Wrangler’s residence” is the site where a mobile trailer will be located to
house the camp operations facility manager. The site will also provide for an
enclosed garage or carport and storage area;

 Other pertinent facilities could include a barn, hay and feed storage, tack
and equipment storage, corral-stables, a horse wash rack and parking
(including space for 2 horse trailers).

THERAPEUTIC RECREATION AREA

The therapeutic recreation area will encompass approximately 0.8 acres and
provide facilities for adaptive/therapeutic recreation programs utilizing horses. The
facilities anticipated at this location are:

 A teaching arena
 Office space with ADA restroom
 Horse wash rack
 Tack and equipment storage
 Hay, feed and equipment storage
 Picnic and outdoor gathering area
 Stables (8 horses maximum)
 Hay and feed storage
 Visitor and staff parking (including space for 1 horse trailer)
 Spectator viewing area (seating for 50 people max)

Recommendations for the Equestrian Center:

 The existing equestrian tenants will be encouraged to remain on the site and
execute their various missions in keeping with this adopted master plan
addendum;

 The equestrian center will be referred to as the Pasadena Equestrian Center;
 Public use hours will be posted;
 Usage rules for all areas must be developed and shared with the public;
 Enter into individual operating agreements between the operator of each

facility and the City, to clearly outline the programming and operational
issues for the site;

 To the greatest extent possible, the adaptive reuse of existing structures will
occur and demolition will be minimized (see Section 3.10);

 The Equestrian Center will be a model of sustainability and green technology
in every aspect;

 There will be a strong and cooperative working relationship between the
facilities of the Equestrian Center;

 There will be a strong interaction and connection between the Equestrian
Center and the EEC, HWP and the Arroyo Seco at large;

 The horse boarding areas will have secured access due to liability concerns;
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 Efficiency of space paralleled with quality facilities will be the hallmark of the
Equestrian Center so as to afford the most public benefit for the community;

 The maintenance and management of all trees and the common
landscaped areas will be the responsibility of the City and not those of the
operators;

 Exterior lighting will be provided for security and emergency/humane horse
care and maintenance. The best available technology to minimize light and
glare impacts to the natural environment will be utilized;

 All recreation and routine horse care and maintenance will be conducted
during HWP park hours; in the fall and winter months this may require an
extension of the park hours to offset the reduced daylight hours.

C. LOS ANGELES COUNTY FIRE CAMP 2

The Los Angeles County Fire Camp 2 will continue to operate under its current use
and as a tenant within the annex. The City will honor the 50 year lease that was
renewed just prior to the City’s purchase of the property and assigned to the City.

Recommendations for Fire Camp2:

 The Fire Camp 2 facility should maintain a strong partnership with the
educational mission of the EEC; and

 The County shall work cooperatively with the City to bring facilities up to
standard.

D. NATURAL OPEN SPACE

The natural open space area encompasses approximately 8.5 acres within the
Annex area and is intended to seamlessly blend with the surrounding natural open
space at its edges and the larger park. These areas: a) restore sectors of the Annex
that are within a predominant plant community b) restore areas that are currently
dominated by ruderal vegetation and that are suitable for restoration, or c) suggest
specific useage of a space as general open space.

Recommendations for natural open space:

 Restore the oak woodland along the slope between Oak Grove Drive and
the park while retaining the existing hiking/equestrian trail;

 Restore the large oak woodland area at the southernmost portion of the
Annex, including the form van parking area utilized by the youth camp.
Remove fencing around this area and make accessible to all park users via
designated trails. Recognize the existing and continued need to provide
access through this area while protecting the oak woodland;
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 Restore the easternmost area of the Annex as a sycamore woodland or
equally appropriate habitat restoration area;

 Provide a shaded rest area with boulders for sitting and several picnic tables
and a horse tie rail for hikers and equestrians, within the habitat restoration
area along the easternmost area of the Annex;

 Retain and restore the southernmost area of oak woodland at the southern
portion of the Fire Camp 2 compound as well as the western slope along Oak
Grove Drive;

 No active recreational sports shall be allowed within the natural open space
areas;

 Restoration and protection of natural habitats shall be the priority in the
natural open space areas.

RECREATIONAL BIKEWAY

This feature is a dedicated recreational bikeway that will connect the existing park
road on the west to the terminus of the bikeway proposed in the adopted HWP
Master Plan. The bikeway will be a maximum width of 10 feet and meander along
the northern border of the Equestrian Center.

Recommendations for the Recreational Bikeway:

 Bikeway alignment shall incorporate design features to discourage fast
speeds by bicyclists;

 Bikeway surface shall be permeable, sustainable and compliant with the City
municipal code for bicycling within park areas;

 Usage shall be limited only to bicycles with no equestrian or pedestrian use
permitted and will be signed as such;

 This recreational bikeway alignment shall not serve as a park vehicular
access, but shall allow for access by small motorized
maintenance/emergency vehicles;

 Minimize the removal of native tree species in the final bikeway alignment
 Restore the native plant species (both trees and shrubs) along the edges of

the bikeway alignment;
 Utilize planting to screen the uses north of the Annex site and along the

northern edge of the bikeway alignment; and
 Incorporate Arroyo stone into any necessary low retaining walls along the

bikeway, in keeping with the built Arroyo stone walls in other portions of the
Arroyo.
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COMMON AREAS

The common areas are those areas within the Annex site that are not mentioned in
any of the previously described use areas, but that are nevertheless areas important 
because they either service the other use areas of the Annex or the Arroyo in general. 
These areas are public/common areas and include:

 the park road
 the City’s park maintenance storage area, currently used for stockpiling

Arroyo stone and boulders

Recommendations for the common areas:

 Once the City’s park maintenance storage area is no longer needed for this
purpose, or is relocated to an alternate secured location, the area shall be
restored to native plant habitat.

3.3 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The existing conditions section explained the pertinent issues surrounding the natural
environment on the Annex site and in response to these, the following
recommendations for the natural environment are made.

Recommendations for the natural environment:

 Consider the wildlife corridors of the larger HWP and extend these corridors
through the Annex site wherever possible, through a diversified habitat
restoration effort. This would improve the Annex’s function as a wildlife
corridor;

 Strive for minimal fencing;
 Restore, protect and expand natural habitat and plant communities as

indicated on the master Annex site plan;
 Every effort shall be made to minimize native and non-native tree removal

in the Annex. Any replacement trees required as a part of an Annex project
should be of a native species. Any tree removals shall by done only on a 
per-project basis and only as Annex projects are funded and implemented. 

 Landscaping on the Annex site shall be comprised of native plant species;
 Structures within the Annex site need to be located above the 1075.0 flood

line or be designed to handle remotely possible, short-term inundations. Trails,
emergency/maintenance access and recreation activities need to be
located above elevation 1045 to avoid seasonal inundation.
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3.4 SITE DRAINAGE & WATER QUALITY

The site drainage and the quality of the water that runs off from the site, are both
areas that will benefit from better management practices (BMP’s).

Recommendations for site drainage and water quality:

 Re-grade and reconfigure the horse boarding areas when possible, for an
improved and sustainable drainage plan that will improve conditions for
tenants as well as the park;

 Avoid use of paths and access routes as the primary corridor for
concentrating drainage flows; establish drainage courses (as shown in Exhibit
3-3) for the primary purpose of carrying site drainage and surrounding areas
graded to flow to these corridors;

 Erosion prone areas shall be stabilized, such as with vegetation and/or
strategically placed arroyo stones/boulders, to mitigate for further erosion
and run-off problems;

 Install natural stormwater drainage courses that will include native vegetation
within and along the edge of the equestrian center and at critical areas
within the Annex, with the goal of eliminating and treating any runoff from this
area before it enters the Arroyo Seco streamcourse corridor;

 Develop an outreach program and educational material for various user
groups to teach about the impacts of animal wastes on Arroyo water quality
and to assist with animal waste hot spots within the Annex, the larger HWP
park and on trails, prior to and during the storm season;

 Reduce the volume of stormwater runoff in the Annex by incorporating
design features such stormwater retention basis, vegetated swales or the use
of permeable surfaces in parking lots to allow ground water percolation and
improve water quality by reducing the amount of runoff as well as pre-
treatment of the runoff, all before entering storm drains or the Arroyo Seco
streamcourse corridor.

3.5 UTILITIES & INFRASTRUCTURE

There are a number of issues requiring attention regarding the utilities and
infrastructure at the Annex.

Recommendations for utilities & infrastructure:

 Conduct a detailed drainage study to reaffirm the recommendations below
 Repair or replace the non-functioning storm drain inlet associated with storm

drain No. 1 (as shown on Exhibit 2-6, Site Drainage) and restore the trail;
consider a natural drainage solution within the County Fire Camp 2 area;
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 Repair the problem at storm drain No. 2 (as shown on Exhibit 2-6, Site
Drainage) by connecting the Fire Camp grey water and storm water inlet at
the kitchen loading dock to the existing sewer system in accordance with city
codes;

 Repair, replace and/or modify as necessary the storm drain inlet structure at
storm drain No. 3;

 Modify storm drain No. 5 (the open box, concrete lined ditch in the horse
boarding area and shown on Exhibit 2-6, Site Drainage) and implement
recommendations in Section 3.4 – Site Drainage;

 Provide individual water meters to each tenant within the Annex and
implement the water utility upgrades and connections as outlined in the FY
2009 City Capital Improvement Program (CIP);

 Provide individual electrical service as needed to each tenant within the
annex as outlined in the FY 2009 City Capital Improvement Program (CIP);

 Provide natural gas connection from the existing distribution system to the
clubhouse in the Riding Area & Equestrian Staging Area, and as needed to
each tenant within the annex as outlined in the FY 2009 CIP;

 Eliminate the two septic systems in the Annex area and implement the sewer
utility upgrades and connections as outlined in the 2009 City CIP.

3.6 SOLID WASTE

A number of opportunities exist for improving the solid waste issues within the Annex.

Recommendations regarding solid waste:

 All land uses within the Annex shall adhere to the City’s Green Action Plan.
 All uses within the Annex shall implement effective recycling efforts;
 Tenants shall demonstrate their participation and work collaboratively with

each other and the City in the collection of solid waste, including horse
manure.

 There shall be a centrally located communal horse waste disposal area, in
keeping with best management practices for water quality;

 Coordinate with the USFS to continue to allow placement of solid waste
container at mutually agreed upon location within the Annex site to facilitate
the USFS maintenance operations of the Angeles National Forest;

 Tenants shall demonstrate collaboration with the Environmental Education
Center and their partners, in developing a program that recycles horse waste
for small garden composting within the Annex, and if practical for the greater
HWP and other city park projects.
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3.7 MOBILITY

VEHICULAR CIRCULATION

Mobility to and within the HWP Annex will be configured to encourage and promote
diverse modes of transportation. Exhibit 3-4, Mobility, illustrates the proposed
circulation through the Annex site. In general, the current footprint for vehicular
access in and around the site shall be retained, with some minor modifications. The
existing park road and its current alignment shall continue to be the primary access
route to the site.

Recommendations for Vehicular Circulation:

 Improve access to the Equestrian Center via the existing park road by
relocating the existing main gate to ensure safety for the horses while also
allowing visitors barrier free access into the enhanced parking area in front of
the clubhouse building (See Section 3.9 for Safety and Security of this area);

 Continue to monitor the school drop off arrangement between the City and
the City of La Canada Flintridge and the usage and parking needs of the
Annex and the larger park, to ensure the utmost safety for park visitors;

 Provide way-finding signage to and from the Annex facilities;
 When feasible, replace existing asphalt roadways with a permeable surface

alternative;
 Relocate and construct new all-weather permeable surface access route

within the horse boarding area. Re-grade for improved drainage and
stormwater management;

 Create one drop-off/parking area for buses within the EEC (in addition to the
two included in the adopted HWP master plan; See Exhibit 3-5).

ACCESS & PUBLIC TRANSIT

The following recommendations are suggested regarding access and public transit
for the Annex:

Recommendations for Access & Public Transit:

 Support the proposed new transit stop on Oak Grove Drive, immediately
south of the entrance to JPL and generally shown on Exhibit 3-4, Mobility;

 Construct an ADA compliant connection to the proposed transit stop on
Oak Grove Dr. and as indicated on Exhibit 3-4. Portions of this connection will
be elevated above ground level to protect the slope and preserve the
habitat;

 Improve the existing north/south trail between the Equestrian Center and the
JPL South Entrance, including a safe bikeway crossing to the EEC;
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 Improve the existing pedestrian/equestrian trail from the transit stop at the
park entrance at Oak Grove Drive and Foothill Blvd., north, to and through
the Annex;

 Ensure the Environmental Education Center is a known destination stop for
Dial-A Ride;

 Eliminate/relocate any impediments, such as locked gates at the primary
entrance to the public equestrian area (Area B on Exhibit 3-2) to allow
emergency vehicles access to this area and to be able to maneuver and exit
the Annex on the park road (See Section 3.9 for Safety & Security in this area).

TRAIL & BICYCLE ACCESS

The following recommendations are suggested regarding trail and bicycle access
for the annex:

Recommendations for Trail & Bicycle Access:

 Construct an ADA compliant connection to proposed transit stop on Oak
Grove Dr. and as indicated on Exhibit 3-4. Portions of this connection are
suggested to be elevated above ground level so as to not impact the slope
and the habitat;

 Enhance existing north/south trail between EEC/Equestrian Center and JPL;
 Improve existing pedestrian/equestrian trail from the transit stop at the park

entrance at Oak Grove Drive and Foothill Blvd. north, to and through the
Annex;

 Restore the public trail connections from the EEC through the oak woodland
at the southern end of the Annex and to the park area to the south;

 Ensure thru-trail connections to/from the greater park and the Arroyo Seco;
 Install bicycle racks at the EEC and Equestrian Center;
 Establish a recreational bikeway along the northern edge of the site that will

connect the park road with the bicycle route in the adopted HWP master
plan; and

 Comply with Arroyo Seco Design guidelines. Bikeway shall be a maximum of
10 feet in width and trails shall be 4 to 8 feet in width.

PARKING

Exhibit 3-5, Parking, illustrates that 175 spaces are planned within the proposed
Annex site, not including the existing or proposed parking on the western portion of
HWP. A total weekday parking demand of 132 spaces is projected, with a weekend
parking demand of 140 spaces, indicating that the proposed parking supply within
the Annex site is anticipated to accommodate the peak parking demand during
typical weekday and weekend conditions.
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Parking is limited within the Annex area and accommodations will need to be made
under special event conditions. Special events are defined as any event outside of
the typical daily or weekend conditions. Special events at the annex site occur
throughout the year on both weekdays and weekends; the same is true for the west
side of the park, outside of the Annex area. The continuation of these special
events is envisioned.

The traffic study concluded that the proposed parking supply within the Annex site
will not be sufficient to accommodate the total forecasted parking demand under
a special events condition, which can have a peak parking demand of 237 spaces.
Since the forecasted total parking demand for a special event scenario exceeds
the proposed parking supply of 175 spaces within the Annex site and since the total
proposed future parking anticipated on the west side of the park is 272 total spaces,
parking outside of the Annex and alternative modes of transportation will be
needed to accommodate special events.

Recommendations for Parking:

 Impermeable surface parking should be eliminated and converted to a
permeable surface, whenever possible;

 Parking areas should incorporate environmentally sound features into their
design to reduce, collect and treat surface run-off;

 Events and programs planned at the Annex area will be monitored by the
City’s park permitting process such that the anticipated parking demand
generated by any event or simultaneous activities held at the Annex facilities
would not exceed the proposed parking supply unless sufficient off-site
parking is identified and secured; or unless the event/program planned
demonstrates a management plan for their event that will be aimed at
decreasing the number of vehicular trips generated by increasing the use of
alternative transportation modes (public transit, walking, bicycling,
carpooling etc.);

 Long-term parking of horse trailers will not be permitted. A limited number of
horse trailer parking spaces (for emergency purposes only) will be assigned to
each tenant;

 Parking of horse trailers in the Riding Area & Equestrian Staging Area will be
for visiting equestrians and event participants. Parking for horse borders and
the allotted horse trailer parking spaces (see above) will be permitted in the
horse boarding area only.
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3.8 RECREATION

While the site currently offers limited public recreation, the recommendations within
this addendum are intended to expand public recreation opportunities.

Recommendations for Recreation:

 The recreational bikeway will complete the bicycle loop around the
perimeter of HWP park and as recommended in the adopted HWP master
plan;

 The Riding Arena and Equestrian Staging area shall be a public facility open
to everyone. Public usage hours will be established;

 Rental of the building and picnic facilities within the Riding Area and
Equestrian Staging Area will be managed through the City’s park permitting
system;

 The operators of the leased horse boarding area will be encouraged to make
that facility more efficient, allowing for boarding corrals for up to 70 horses;

 All tenants having leases with the City will be required to offer public
recreational programs in exchange for reduced lease rates. Programs will
include, but not necessarily be limited to horsemanship classes and guided
trail rides and shall be consistent with the vision and goals of the EEC;

 Hiking/equestrian trails shall be made available to the public through the oak
woodland area at the southern end of the Annex and will connect the
greater park to the Annex site;

 An extensive range of programs shall be offered to the community through
the Environmental Education Center and the various partnerships planned;

 Picnic areas, rest stops and outdoor demonstration gardens will be
established within the Annex for recreational and educational experiences;

 Pasadena residents, PUSD students and those who work in Pasadena shall
have a priority in the use and programming of the Annex and what is
planned to be a community facility;

 The Annex will serve as a hub and special destination for trail users, cyclists
and equestrians.

3.9 SAFETY & SECURITY

The adopted HWP master plan provides guidance on issues surrounding safety and
security. The following is a list of new recommendations that are unique to the
Annex site and revisions of recommendations within the adopted HWP master plan
because of the unique circumstances at the annex.
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Recommendations for Safety & Security:

 Normal park hours at the Annex will be dawn to dusk, consistent with all of
HWP. Exceptions to this will be at those areas specifically intended and
permitted for evening use, such as, but not limited to, evening programs at
the EEC and horse care activities at the boarding areas;

 Lighting in the Equestrian Center will be minimal and only for emergency
purposes and humane horse care purposes, including site maintenance;

 All lighting should provide the appropriate level of illumination with minimum
impacts to the natural environment;

 Emergency access shall be provided to all public areas in the Annex with
designated access to all areas with occupied structures;

 Public access to the horse boarding areas shall be controlled to minimize
liability issues and for the safety of the animals;

 The use of fencing shall be kept to a minimum and installed only where the
City considers safety or security a concern.

3.10 SUSTAINABILITY, DESIGN & AESTHETICS

As an area integrated into the existing natural setting of the HWP, the Annex will be
designed and managed to reflect and function within its natural context. The
Annex will be a model for sustainability and uphold the City’s environmental
stewardship policies. Sustainable practices include, but are not limited to site
design, energy efficiency, water conservation, indoor air quality, materials and
resource selection.

Recommendations for Sustainability, Design & Aesthetics:

Detailed sustainability guidelines for the reduction of impacts on human health and
the environment through better design, construction, and operations and
maintenance will be developed for the Annex including such recommendations as:

 Preference for rehabilitation of existing facilities over demolition;
 Use of high quality, durable, long lasting materials;
 Incorporation of energy saving design and water conservation;
 Architectural design and treatment that highlights the natural attributes of

the Arroyo Seco;
 Sustainable site design treatment such as drainage and improvement to

water quality;
 Green maintenance and operations in compliance with the City’s adopted

practice;
 The facilities at the Annex will create a place that highlights the unique

natural and cultural setting of the Arroyo Seco;
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 The rehabilitation of the structures within the Annex will utilize best practices to
reduce the impacts on human health and the environment through better
design, materials, construction, operation, and maintenance;

 An approach to achieve a zero waste strategy for the Annex shall be
developed.

3.11 PARK MANAGEMENT

The park will be managed to protect natural resources while providing the park
visitor with an opportunity to experience, explore, study and appreciate the natural
environment of the Arroyo Seco.

The design of the Annex site requires a managed plan to avoid over-burdening its
natural resources and to ensure that the park visitor experience is not diminished.
Scheduled events will need to be carefully scheduled so that all facilities are not
used to their maximum capacity at the same time. This will be accomplished
through the City’s park permitting process.

Parking on the site and throughout HWP is limited. Users will be encouraged to find
alternate modes of transportation. Scheduled events may not necessarily include
parking spaces for the number of participants expected. Those applicants planning
scheduled events will be required to provide a plan indicating alternative, off-site
parking and or alternative modes of transportation for their participants.

The City will make efforts to encourage, provide and pursue alternative
transportation methods and/or off site parking venues for all HWP users.

All improvements within the Annex must be consistent with the adopted Arroyo Seco
Design Guidelines.

3.12 PARTNERSHIPS & STEWARDSHIP

The success of the Annex and all of the aforementioned recommendations will be
the result of the partnerships that are created. Opportunities exist for all of the
recommended Annex uses to bring together important partnerships. With these
collaborations, come increased opportunities for funding as well.

Park stewardship undertaken by the City, tenants and interested groups/individuals
taking the initiative to protect, enhance, restore, care for and manage the Annex
and its resources so that current and future generations can enjoy this unique park,
recreation and open space asset. The implementation of the recommendations
within this addendum will reflect the City’s stewardship for the Annex as will the
successful partnerships that form as a part of the next steps.
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3.13 NEXT STEPS

Once the master plan addendum is adopted by the City Council, the City will:

 Apply for a ‘multi-tenant’ Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the lease areas 
to facilitate the implementation of planned improvements; a separate CUP  
will be applied for when the EEC is ready to proceed. 

 Prepare individual real property leases with the tenants, as necessary for City
Council review and approval;

 Prepare individual operating agreements for those entities operating
programs and services on behalf of the City at the Annex for City Council
approval;

 Conduct community outreach and undertake actions necessary to make the
annex facilities and the programs to be offered at the Annex known to the
community;

 Aggressively pursue funding opportunities for the implementation of the
Annex projects;

 Form a task force of key stakeholders and the HWP Advisory Committee to
solicit ideas and formulate a management strategy for the Environmental
Education Center and its proposed facilities;

 Make the future programming and management for the EEC a priority
implementation measure of the Master Plan;

 Recruit an operator for the public riding arena and equestrian staging area;
 Work collaboratively with the individual property lessees in addressing the

recommendations in the Preliminary Code Evaluation of Existing Structures
(May 2008).
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Tom Sawyer Camps History Timeline 
1926 through 
1941 

Tom Sawyer Camp (TSC) was founded by William and Al Schleicher 
in Laguna Beach, as a summer resident camp for boys.  Due to World 
War II, TSC had to move from its beach location. 

1942 & 1943 The Schleicher brothers moved TSC to Mammoth Lakes and 
operated it for two summers. From the beginning in 1926 through this 
time period the camp remained a summer resident boy’s camp. 

1944 Tom Sawyer Camp moves to the Oak Grove Park and changes to a 
day camp format.  They operate under a letter agreement with the 
Pasadena Water and Power Department (PWP).  This agreement 
gives them the non-exclusive use of the park area and the flood 
control basin.   

1944 through 
1952 

Tom Sawyer Camp used the Oak Grove Park area, which included 
the equestrian riding ring, during the June, July and August summer 
months.  Horses were owned by TSC and stabled in the adjacent area 
of La Canada Flintridge.  During the school year they were stabled 
with private parties in their Homes for Horses program. 

September 8, 
1952 

The City, in a letter agreement, gives Rose Bowl Riders a permit for 
non-exclusive use of a riding ring located in the northern portion of 
Oak Grove Park.  Horses may not be stabled within the park. 

1952 through 
1969 

The riding ring continues to be used by TSC, as well as Rose Bowl 
Riders. The City has designated this area for equestrian use with no 
group having exclusive use.  

September 24, 
1968 

The City Lease Agreement No. 7715, gives the County of Los 
Angeles a 25 year lease for the improvement, operation and 
maintenance of the Oak Grove Park.  The leased area does not 
include the 30 acres that is sold to MWD in 1970.  TSC continues to 
operate the summer camp in the Oak Grove Park area under an 
agreement with LA County Department of Parks and Recreation, and 
in the flood control basin under an agreement with PWP. 

January 1969 A lease is drafted by the City for the use of the equestrian facilities, 
by Rose Bowl Riders, on the 3.36 acres as described and surveyed, 
and shown on an attached map of the draft lease.  This proposed lease 
was not completed prior to the sale by the City, of the facilities and 
property, to the Metropolitan Water District. 

January, 1970 Tom Sawyer Camp is incorporated and becomes Tom Sawyer 
Camps, Inc.  As one of the pioneers in youth camping in Southern 
California, TSC is actively involved in and accredited by the 
American Camp Association as well as a member of  the Western 
Association of Independent Camps. 

July 7, 1970 Pasadena concludes the sale of 29.48 acres of dedicated Oak Grove 
Park property in the Arroyo Seco to MWD, including the equestrian 
facilities.The site is to be used for a water treatment plant; which will 
be of great benefit to Pasadena and neighboring water agencies and 
except for the Los Angeles County Fire Camp, would displace the 
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current users. The property zoning is changed to R-1.  The City wide 
zoning system is changed in 1985 and the property zoning is changed 
to Open Space.  

November 1, 
1970 

MWD negotiates a year to year lease with Rose Bowl Riders for an 
expanded area of 12.09 acres, which includes the equestrian facilities 
located on 3.36 acres.  This expanded area includes common areas 
(roads & trails) and an area used by El Toro (rock & sand) Materials 
Company in the northeast corner. 

1974 Tom Sawyer Camps, Inc is purchased by Michael and Sally Horner 
from Bill Schleicher’s family following his death.  TSC continues to 
keep its horses adjacent to the park at the Flintridge Riding Club.  
They continue the Homes for Horses program. 

1980 Tom Sawyer Camps moves its horse program to RBR and uses a 
temporary corral/stable, north of the RBR enclosed stables. By the 
mid 1980’s they begin to lease horses during the summer camp 
period and send their horses to pasture in the Sierra Nevada central 
foothills for the school year. 

1988 ~ 1990 The TSC Operations and Site Manager stays in a camper during the 
summer.  They build a large split corral/stable south of the RBR 
stables. TSC keeps 12-14 of its horses in the corral/stable during the 
school year and starts an After School Riding Program. 

1991 A mobile home is moved to the area sub- leased from RBR as a year-
round residence for their Operations and Site Manager who provides 
security and other help to RBR in addition to caring fo r TSC’s horses. 
The Horner family with a partner purchase a majority interest in 
Catalina Island Camps, a resident camp that was founded in 1926.   

September 1993 The Los Angeles County Parks and Recreation lease of the Oak 
Grove Park is terminated. The operation and maintenance of the park 
is taken over by the City.  TSC continues their operation under a 
letter agreement with PWP for the park and flood control basin areas. 

March 3, 1995 The City grants non-exclusive use of what is now known as 
Hahamongna Watershed Park (HWP) to TSC under a Permit 
Agreement.  HWP includes both the Oak Grove Area and the Flood 
Control Basin.  Under this Permit Agreement, TSC provides, in 
addition to a fee paid, thirteen Camperships  for economically 
disadvantaged residents of Pasadena. 

June 1995 
through 1997 

For three years, TSC hosts the American Camping Association’s 
yearly Camp Staff Training.  Camp program staff and counselors 
with cities, parks and private groups from the region, spend a day in 
HWP.  The outstanding training TSC gives their counselors, 
frequently bring them back year after year. 

September 1996 TSC starts a unique After School Social Skills program called 
BLAST. This program teaches essential behavior skills and increases 
a child’s self-confidence in social situations. The program includes 
horseback riding and the use of the RBR clubhouse. 
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Summer 1997 TSC starts a summer camp program at Arcadia County park in 
Arcadia by permit with Los Angeles Department of Parks and 
Recreation. The horse program for this location is conducted at a 
private facility in Bradbury.  

July, 1998 Under the City Permit Agreement, the thirteen Camperships provided 
for each of the past three years is increased to twenty two 
Camperships. TSC, as a sub-lessee to the RBR lease with MWD, 
enters into a Mutual Benefit Agreement with RBR.  This includes a 
list of responsibilities for each.  A leaching pit is constructed for the 
mobile home septic system used by their Operations and Site 
Manager as a year-round residence. 

December, 1998 The Pasadena City Council, with the recommendation of the 
Recreation and Parks Commission, approved a motion to pursue the 
purchase of the 30 acre MWD property. 

July 21, 1999 There is a special meeting of the Pasadena City Council with County 
Supervisor, Michael Antonovich to discuss Hahamongna Watershed 
Park planning and the purchase of the MWD property. 

October 1999 Pasadena informs MWD a long-term lease would be an acceptable 
alternative, if it was not possible to purchase the property at this time. 

August 22, 2000 Director of Parks and Natural Resources, Robert Baderian sends a 
letter to Rose Bowl Riders; “As previously discussed with you and 
Mr. Michael Horner of Tom Sawyer camp by our City Manager Ms. 
Cynthia Kurtz, the City of Pasadena if successful with lease 
negotiations with MWD is not intending to displace the current lease 
holders which includes the Rose Bowl Riders….” 

June 4, 2002 Under the City Permit Agreement, the twenty two Camperships 
provided for each of the past four years, is increased to twenty seven  
Camperships for any of their camp locations. 

January 11, 
2005 

The Asset Management Committee recommends to the MWD Board, 
to enter into a sale agreement, rather than a long term lease.  
Subsequently the MWD Board agrees to sell the property. 

April 25, 2005 The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy passed a resolution in 
support of preservation of the 30 acre property zoned as Open Space 
in perpetuity, consistent with the stated plans of the City. 

August 9, 2005 The Director of Public Works receives two copies of the escrow 
documents, including sale agreement, for signatures. Terms of the 
Sale Agreement include a Permanent Open-Space Easement “to 
retain the Property for use solely for open-space, park and 
recreational purposes.” Agreed to purchase price is for $1,236,000 

November 2, 
2005 

The Purchase and Sale Agreement for the MWD property closes 
escrow.  The USFS month to month lease is terminated with MWD.  
The existing leases to L.A. County Fire Camp and Rose Bowl Riders 
are transferred to the City of Pasadena as owner of the property. 
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Rose Bowl Riders History Timeline 
May 27, 1946 The Rose Bowl Riders (RBR) was incorporated as a 501-c-4, all-

volunteer not- for-profit organization, whose mission is to promote 
responsible horsemanship through a wide variety of activities. They 
offer member-based activities, including clinics, trail rides and horse 
shows; including an annual Horse Show, started in 1946 and open to 
the public.  They also participate in many community-based activities 
throughout the region. 

September 8, 
1952 

The City, in a letter agreement, gives Rose Bowl Riders a permit for 
non-exclusive use of a riding ring; which is located in the northern 
portion of Oak Grove Park.  In addition the City will: 

• Furnish two buildings 14 x 28 ft. formerly used for emergency 
housing in Brookside to be used as a club house. 

• Move these buildings and install as one building on 
constructed foundations, at a site adjacent to the riding ring. 

• Provide electric service and a cesspool with piping to the 
building.  

• After completion, maintain the outside of building.  
Rosa Bowl Riders will: 

• Furnish and install a water service connection with main to 
the building. Pay all utility charges except water.  

• Furnish and install all necessary wiring, lighting fixtures, 
plumbing, and kitchen and restrooms fixtures. 

• Improve and maintain the interior of the building, including 
all necessary furnishings and fixtures. 

Full title and ownership of the building and permanent equipment 
shall be vested in the City.  It is understood and agreed that the City 
will make the building available to Rose Bowl Riders at all times.   

May 17, 1960 The City License Agreement No. 6101, gives to Rose Bowl Riders 
the indefinite, non-exclusive use of the equestrian facility located in 
Oak Grove Park; which includes a club house, riding ring, and a 
proposed semi-enclosed stable, all within approximately 3.36 acres. 
The purpose of this facility is to provide for special equestrian events 
with the following conditions: 

• Horses may not be kept or stabled within park property for 
more than two nights in succession, or exceed six nights in 
any one year. 

• The City shall continue to maintain the exterior of the Club 
House, and shall have exclusive title to all structures. 

• Rose Bowl Riders shall pay all utility charges, except water, 
and comply with City requirements for the disposal of manure 
and the correction of potential sanitation hazards. 

• The City Superintendent of Parks shall have access at all 
times, including structures, and “shall have the right to permit 
the use of the facility by other members of the public under 
proper circumstances.” 
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January 1969 A lease is drafted by the City for the use of the equestrian facilities on 
the 3.36 acres as described and surveyed, and shown on an attached 
map.  This proposed lease was not finalized prior to the sale by the 
City, of the facilities and property, to the Metropolitan Water District. 

March 3, 1970 During the sale negotiations with MWD, the City Attorney’s office 
examined and described the existing leases and license agreements 
which affect the land to be sold.  In a memorandum to the City Water 
and Power Department a legal description of the 3.36 acres is given 
and reference is made to the January 1969 proposed lease with map.  

July 7, 1970 Pasadena concludes the sale of 29.48 acres of dedicated Oak Grove 
Park property in the Arroyo Seco to MWD, including the equestrian 
facilities. The site is to be used for a water treatment plant; which will 
be of great benefit to Pasadena and neighboring water agencies, and 
except for the Los Angeles County Fire Camp, would displace the 
current users. The property zoning is changed to R-1.  The City wide 
zoning system is changed in 1985 and the property zoning is changed 
to Open Space.  

November 1, 
1970 

MWD negotiates a year to year lease with Rose Bowl Riders for an 
expanded area of 12.09 acres, which includes the equestrian facilities 
located on 3.36 acres. This expanded area includes common areas 
(roads & trails) and an area used by El Toro Materials (rock and sand 
mining) in the northeast corner.      Conditions of the lease include 
Sections:  1. Description of Property     2. Restrictions of Title:  This 
includes reservations of an easement for roadway purposes to the City   
3. Term   4. Rent: $750 a year   5.Use   6. Maintenance   7. Mechanics 
Liens  8. Non- liability of Owner for Damages    9. Liability Insurance      
10. Entry by Owner   11. Taxes   12. Termination   13. Assignment or 
Subletting: Lessee shall not assign this lease, or sublet Property, 
without the written consent of MWD. 14. Attorneys Fees  15. Waiver  
16. Binding on Successors   17. “Time is of the essence of this lease.”    
All terms and conditions of this lease remain in full force and effect, 
except as amended in the following Amendments.  NOTE: Some 
Sections have been restated in amendments, even though unchanged. 

November 1, 
1973 

LEASE AMENDMENT 1: Section 7. MECHANICS LIENS ~ The 
description for keeping the property free from liens remains the same. 
Added is that RBR is to pay all bills related to their use of electrical 
and water service. 

November 1, 
1978 

LEASE AMENDMENT 2: Section 4. RENT ~ The annual rent is 
increased to $875, then $1,000 for the following year, and increasing 
$100 per year each succeeding year until November 1, 1983. 

November 1, 
1983 

LEASE AMENDMENT 3: Section 4. RENT ~ The annual rent is 
increased to a single payment of $1,500. 

November 1, 
1995 

LEASE AMENDMENT 4: Section 2. RESTRICTIONS OF TITLE ~ 
This removes the area licensed by MWD to El Toro Materials as a 
restriction of RBR use of the property.  Section 4. RENT ~ The rent 
is increased to $14,500 for the next five years. The rent shall be 
payable in quarterly installments. 4a. Late (twenty days) payment 
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charges are added at ten percent of the overdue amount. Section 5. 
USE ~ Adds to the second of the two previously stated items.  Added 
to Item 5b: All structures or other improvements existing or placed on 
the property with the consent of MWD shall be the personal property 
of RBR and shall be removed by the last day of a terminated lease.      
Section 9. LIABILITY INSURANCE ~ Conditions of liability 
insurance are amended.             Section 18. HAZARDOUS 
SUBSTANCES ~ This Section with three pages of conditions is 
added to the 1970 MWD lease. 

September, 
1997 

The contractor, for LACDPW improvements to Devil’s Gate Dam, 
under a License Agreement with the City for the use of City property 
and materials, does restoration work throughout the flood basin, 
including restoration of the area used by El Toro Materials.  The 
contractor moves large boulders, and imports material from the basin 
to fill and grade the area within the RBR parcel. 

November, 1997 The Rose Bowl Riders contractor imports decomposed granite and 
washed sand to re-grade the Main Arena, construct the Jumping 
Arena pad on the northern portion of the restored area, and construct 
the pad for the Upper Barn on the southern portion.  

June 1998 The Jumping Arena and the Upper (north) Barn, with eight horse 
stalls are constructed on the restored area. This increases horse stalls 
available to a total of twenty nine: nine in the Lower Horse Stalls, 
adjacent to the original five enclosed stalls with tack room, now all 
used as the Tack Rooms, and twelve horse stalls in the Lower Barn.  

July, 1998 Tom Sawyer Camps, as a sub- lessee to the RBR lease with MWD, 
enters into a Mutual Benefit Agreement with Rose Bowl Riders.  This 
includes a list of responsibilities for each.   

December, 1998 The Pasadena City Council, with the recommendation of the 
Recreation and Parks Commission, approved a motion to pursue the 
purchase of the 30 acre MWD property. 

July 21, 1999 There is a special meeting of the Pasadena City Council with County 
Supervisor, Michael Antonovich to discuss Hahamongna Watershed 
Park planning and the purchase of the MWD property. 

August, 1999 The project to restore and improve the dilapidated old white barn, an 
original structure, was completed with four guest horse stalls and a 
tractor shed. Mach 1 begins to use these stalls and the adjacent areas, 
including the Oval Arena, under a July, 2005 Stabling Agreement. 

October 1999 Pasadena informs MWD a long-term lease would be an acceptable 
alternative, if it was not possible to purchase the property at this time. 

August 22, 2000 Director of Parks and Natural Resources, Robert Baderian sends a 
letter to Rose Bowl Riders; “As previously discussed with you and 
Mr. Michael Horner of Tom Sawyer camp by our City Manager Ms. 
Cynthia Kurtz, the City of Pasadena if successful with lease 
negotiations with MWD is not intending to displace the current lease 
holders which includes the Rose Bowl Riders….” 

November 1, 
2000 

LEASE AMENDMENT 5: Section 4. RENT ~ Amount, number of 
installments and late payment charges remains the same. 
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November 1, 
2001 

LEASE AMENDMENT 6: Section 2. RESTRICTIONS OF TITLE ~ 
This adds that MWD has the right to move the locations of the leased 
property or to reconfigure any and all facilities.  Section 3. TERM ~ 
For a period of one year as dated.  Section 4. RENT ~ Amount, late 
payment charges and number of installments remains the same.   

November 1, 
2002 

LEASE AMENDMENT 7: Section 3. TERM ~ For a period of one 
year as dated.  Section 4. RENT ~ Amount and late payment charges 
remains the same; payments to be bi-annual.  Section 5. USE ~ Adds 
one item to the previously stated first two items. Item 5c: RBR may 
derive revenues from film activities by permitting of property, subject 
to City laws and codes.      Section 9. LIABILITY INSURANCE ~ 
Conditions of liability insurance are amended, including the limits for 
injury and damage. 

November 1, 
2003 

LEASE AMENDMENT 8: Section 3. TERM ~ “This amended lease 
term shall renew automatically for consecutive one-year terms…….” 
Section 4. RENT ~ Remains the same as previously amended.  
Section 5. USE ~ Adds two items to the previously stated first three 
items. Item 5d: RBR is to submit a parking plan for Tom Sawyer 
Camps vans, so as to minimize the impact to the oak grove.   
Item 5e: RBR is authorized to relocate utility water meter and 
pipeline per MWD approved plans by RBR.  Section 9. LIABILITY 
INSURANCE ~ Remains the same as previously amended. 

December 16, 
2004 

MWD prepares an Appraisal Report, which places a value of 
$1,621,000 on the property.  With existing ground leases considered; 
an analysis, predicated on the terms and conditions of the L.A. 
County ground lease, concludes that the fair market value of the 
property is $1,236,000.  After four years, and numerous drafts of a 
master lease, the final master lease is included for the Board of 
Directors consideration on January 11, 2005.  

January 11, 
2005 

The Asset Management Committee recommends to the MWD Board 
to enter into a sale agreement, rather than a long term lease.  
Subsequently the MWD Board agrees to sell the property. 

January 25, 
2005 

City Manager Cynthia Kurtz sends a letter to Mary Barrie, explaining 
that the City will not be leasing the MWD property, but is in the 
process of acquisition, and thanking her for her support.  She states 
that “The Rose Bowl Riders have been an important part of this area 
for decades, and if we are successful in the acquisition, we look 
forward to continuing the relationship for many more decades.” 

April 25, 2005 Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy passed a resolution in support 
of preservation of the 30 acre property zoned as Open Space in 
perpetuity, consistent with the stated plans of the City. 

April 26, 2005 MWD Real Estate and Asset Management Committee recommends to 
consider the sale with a Conservation Easement and/or Reversion 
Clause to MWD or SMMC should the City deviate from the City’s 
stated plans of retaining the property as Open Space.  These terms 
were considered, but not added to the proposed sale agreement.   
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May 19, 2005 The President and members of the Rose Bowl Riders Board of 
Directors were invited to meet with City Manager Cynthia Kurtz and 
Councilmember Joyce Streator.  An overview of the club, its mission, 
activities, and future plans were discussed.  City Manager Kurtz and 
Councilmember Streator assured them that after the property is 
purchased by the City, Rose Bowl Riders will remain on the property. 

August 9, 2005 The Director of Public Works receives two copies of the escrow 
documents, including sale agreement, for signatures. Terms of the 
Sale Agreement include a Permanent Open-Space Easement “to 
retain the Property for use solely for open-space, park and 
recreational purposes.” Agreed to purchase price is for $1,236,000 

November 2, 
2005 

The Purchase and Sale Agreement for the MWD property closes 
escrow.  The USFS month to month lease is terminated with MWD.  
The existing leases to L.A. County Fire Camp and Rose Bowl Riders 
are transferred to the City of Pasadena as owner of the property. 

December 2, 
2005 

Letter to Rose Bowl Riders from the City Property Manager 
informing them, as the new owner, that it will be of mutual interests 
to update and consolidate an agreement with the City.  In the interim, 
rent and the terms of occupancy remain unchanged.  It specified who 
to contact for operation and maintenance issues, who to contact 
during the planning process to incorporate this area into HWP, who to 
contact for property management issues, and where to mail the bi-
annual rental check.   
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MACH 1 History Timeline 
July, 1995 In preparation for establishing a therapeutic horsemanship program 

for children with disabilities, founder Joy Rittenhouse is certified as 
an instructor by the North American Riding for the Handicapped 
Association (NARHA). 

April, 1996  Move A Child Higher (MACH 1) is incorporated as a 501-c-3 non-
profit with the support of the City of Pasadena.  They continue to be 
supported by the Human Services and Recreation Department’s 
Adaptive Recreation Program, and the Accessibility and Disability 
Commission.  Mach 1 begins as a NARHA member center.  

July 1997 Mach 1 begins operations with one Pony and one child, at the 
Flintridge Riding Club.  Using an individualized lesson plan of 
mounted exercises and games; children with disabilities develop and 
improve their physical strength, balance and agility, and their 
coordination and mental abilities.  Mach 1 begins volunteer programs 
where grade school students receive service hours for their help. This 
has expanded over the years to include grammar and high school 
students from the San Gabriel and San Fernando Valleys.   

October 1997 The first of a yearly fund raising event is held in Hahamongna 
Watershed Park (HWP). The Ride-A-Thon traverses trails throughout 
HWP.  Regional Mounted Police, including Pasadena’s and regional 
equestrian groups participate to raise funds for operating expenses 
and scholarships for economically disadvantaged children.  The once 
a week program at the Flintridge Riding Club is expanded to include 
two horses for fifteen children with disabilities. 

March, 1998 Mach 1 expands their program to include college level instruction of 
physical and occupational therapy for student volunteers and for short 
term college internships. This on site instruction has been followed 
up with lectures at several Universities. 

June, 1998 The first of a yearly fund raising event is held at the Flintridge Riding 
Club.  The Don’t Fence Me In musical student horse show, free to the 
public, is followed by a benefit dinner and silent auction. 

February, 1999 To facilitate growth of the program, Mach 1 begins operations one or 
two months a year, at Rose Bowl Riders (RBR), as a second site.  
NARHA considers the two sites as one, separated by a road.  The 
number of children served has increased from fifteen to twenty one.   

July 29, 2001 NARHA inspects the facilities used by Mach 1 and certifies that they 
are compliant with all health and safety laws and codes, ADA 
standards for accessibility, and NARHA’s standards for safety with 
horses.  A hazard assessment is completed. The site is certified safe. 

May 16, 2002 Pasadena issues a Draft Arroyo Seco Master Plan and Master 
Environmental Impact Report, including as a component the Draft 
Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan. 
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July, 2002 With the certification of the facilities and review of their programs 
using certified instructors, NARHA establishes Mach 1 as a Premier 
Accredited Center.  Families of children with disabilities are put in 
contact with Mach 1 through three regional centers; the Lanterman 
Center serving western San Gabriel Valley, the East Los Angeles 
Center, and the San Gabriel/Pomona Regional Center. 

2002 to 2004 Mach 1 in an effort to accommodate their expanding program starts 
the process of finding a suitable site. They move to a private 
residence in Bradbury, that proves to not be practical. They continue 
to hold their annual fundraisers at HWP and the Flintridge Riding 
Club, and use Rose Bowl Riders as their second site.  

April 14, 2003 The Pasadena City Council certifies the Arroyo Seco Master 
Environmental Impact Report which includes the MWD property. 

September 29, 
2003 

The Pasadena City Council approves the Arroyo Seco Master Plans 
including the Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan. 

August 1, 2004 Mach 1 moves their program to RBR on a temporary basis and begins 
the process of reaching an agreement to establish a more permanent 
presence.  Throughout the short time they have provided this 
program, Mach 1 has received numerous awards and accolades 
acknowledging their outstanding service. 

January 11, 
2005 

The Asset Management Committee recommends to the MWD Board 
to enter into a sale agreement, rather than a long term lease.  
Subsequently the MWD Board agrees to sell the property. 

July 30, 2005 A Stabling Agreement for Mach 1 takes effect with Rose Bowl 
Riders.  Among other conditions, it specifies which facilities are for 
their use and in what way they are to be used.  Their program now 
includes four horses and a donkey, and serves 35 children. 

August 9, 2005 The Director of Public Works receives two copies of the escrow 
documents, including sale agreement, for signatures. Terms of the 
Sale Agreement include a Permanent Open-Space Easement “to 
retain the Property for use solely for open-space, park and 
recreational purposes.” Agreed to purchase price is for $1,236,000 

November 2, 
2005 

The purchase and Sale Agreement for MWD property closes escrow.  
The USFS month to month lease is terminated with MWD.  The 
existing leases to L.A. County Fire Camp #2 and Rose Bowl Riders 
are transferred to the City of Pasadena as owner of the property. 

 



Hahamongna Watershed Park Annex
City of Pasadena

Questions for Tenants 
 What is your organization’s mission?
 How long has your organization been in existence and how did your
 organization come about? How long have you been in existence at this location?
 Please describe the public benefits your organization provides and for how long 

those benefits have been provided.
 How many people does your organization serve? What is your service area?
 Are there fees for participation in your organization?  Describe.
 How does your organization generate revenue to keep your operation going?
 What qualifies people for membership in your organization or to receive the services 

you provide?
 What fee do you pay to the City/RBR as part of your (sub)lease?
 Do you have other facilities you use and if so, what are they? What is your 

arrangement there (i.e. land owner, lessee, etc.)?
 Can you help give us your assessment of what other similar facilities/organizations 

exist in our area and how you would say they compare to what your organization 
provides?

 Is your membership growing? Describe Trend.
 Where do you see your organization heading in the next 5 to 10 years?

 



 2007 SUMMARY OF TENANT EVENTS

TENANT
# of Events or Programs 

in 2007

# of Events Over 50 
People (in Annex) in 

2007
Largest Event(s) Typical Type of Event

# of Participants 
(Including Staff and 

Volunteers)
# of Vehicles Schedule Comments

MACH I

Tom Sawyer Camps

Rose Bowl Riders

56 11 (1) horse shows, clinics and 
RBR membership events

5 events= 80-100
6 events= 50-70 

20-25 cars
4-9 trailers

quarterly membership events Sat eves;
annual membership event weekday eve;  
6 equestrian clinics held on weekends 

lessons, equestrian clinics  10-25
4-6 cars

3-5 trailers

lessons are held daily on weekend mornings, weekday 
mornings,afternoons & evenings until 9pm; clinics are  held on 

weekends 

(1)  RBR Detail of Events Over 50 People
# of People Vehicles Time/Duration

108* 15 cars/9 trailers Sunday, all day, annually
71 20 cars/5 trailers Saturday, all day, annually

100*
20 cars/2 large trailers, 6 

trailers 2 day clinic, all Sat & Sun
80 20 cars/4 trailers Sunday, 8am-2pm, annually
80 20 cars/4 trailers Sunday 8am-3pm
65 20 cars/4 trailers Sunday all day
65 25 cars Saturday morning

62 Sunday

Spring Dressage Show 63 Sunday
50 23 cars Sat eve, quarterly
60 25 cars Weekday eve

Revised 4-2-08* Other areas in Annex or in greater HWP park have been used for overflow parking during several of these events (< 5 since 2000) (comment by City of Pasadena)

10-20 
riders ride at individual 

times

Dressage Schooling Show

RBR Membership Events
Annual Membership Meeting

Winter Schooling Show
Summer Hunter Show

Western Schooling Show
Annual membership Breakfast

 
Hunter Schooling Show

Horses In the Arroyo

Ray Hunt Clinic

5-25 8-12 Sept-June weekday afternoons; Jun-Aug weekends
1) trail rides begin and end at annex
2) trails throughout park are used

lessons 7-10 4-5 weekday mornings and afternoons & Sat. mornings; 

1) most volunteers are students who are 
dropped off and don't require parking
2) lessons are 1/2 hr in length 
3) MACH 1 currently operates 15 hours per 
week but is anticipating growth after 
relocation to new site

180 30 cars, 8 trailers one day event held annually on a Sunday morning  7am -noon

Provides theraputic riding 
lessons for disabled 
children and adults

10 1 Ride-a-thon Fundraiser

450 30 vans weekdays mid-June through August, all day 

1) campers utilize all of Hahamongna 
Watershed Park throughout the summer
2) campers are transported by Tom Sawyer 
vehicles
3) 30 vans park in Oak Grove parking lot 
during summer camp hours
4) 6-8 vans park in existing HWP Equestrian 
Staging area 

Provide equestrian 
activities, educational 
programs and lessons for 
children and adults

Provides outdoor recreation 
and equestrian activities for 
children and adults; primary 
program is a summer camp 
for youth (in the park)

6

lessons & trail rides

1 summer camp summer camp



Hahamongna Watershed Park Annex
Open House Tour Feedback & Comments
City of Pasadena 

Survey 
Form 

Number
Zip Code 1-4: USFS 5: Oak Woodland 6: USFS 7-8: Tom Sawyer 9: Common Area 10: Tom Sawyer 11-22 RBR 23-27 USFS 28 Camp 2 Additional Comments

1 91101 Needs fixing up.  Could 
be a visitor's center or 
museum

Nice horses, very 
friendly and well-cared 
for.

Nice helicopter! Lots of good places for picnic tables.

2 91103 Great place.  Keep open Felt like in land of OZ Gives new meaning to 
"roughing it"

I need a horse now Good place for 
commons

I need my horse Keep this open, I'm 
coming back

Can I move in now I forgot my 
marshmallows

I didn't know I could bring my horse

3 90041 Retain as an oak 
woodland, providing 
natural open space for 
passive recreational 
purposes like horseback 
riding and hiking

Storage yard and 
associated buildings 
should be used as a 
native plant nursery to 
provide plant materials 
for the HWP and other 
local parks.  Could be 
used for educational 
opportunities related to 
botany, ecology and 
horticulture.  Volunteer 
opportunities are huge, 
as is the opportunity to 
work with school classes 
and youth groups.

4 91770 Buildings seem in fair 
condition structurally.  A 
good refinish job 
(painting, flooring, 
lighting, etc.) is needed.  
Good for camping and 
recreational activity use.

Keep open.  Fresh smell 
of oak woodland and 
natural growth strong. 
Maintain trails.

Good to use for public 
caretaker. Needs work 
and maintenance.

This are disorganized. 
Needs some planning 
and redesign to facilitate 
better usage.

This are disorganized. 
Needs some planning 
and redesign to facilitate 
better usage.

Good horse area.  Need 
maintenance, grading 
and general 
improvement. Keep the 
horse community, they 
complement the park 
and good for children 
education and intro to 
animals.

Good horse area.  Need 
maintenance, grading 
and general 
improvement. Keep the 
horse community, they 
complement the park 
and good for children 
education and intro to 
animals.

24 could be used for 
maintenance building.  
25-26 could be 
transformed for camp 
facilities too.  27 not 
needed.  General-this 
area could be used as a 
day or summer camp for 
kids.  Needs planning 
and redesign for use.  
Maybe a centralized 
parking area for horse 
communities, etc.

Good to have FD close 
by

1.  Roadways need repair.  2.  Horse barn 
areas could be re-laid out for efficiency of 
horse community, increase and better use. 3. 
Generally needs better plan of facilities using 
existing buildings, horse area and kids camp 
area to work more efficient for all.  Nice area!

5 91099 Pasadena/USFS/LA Co. 
public information, etc.

6 91103

7 91105 Keep as pristine as possible.   Use of building 
will need protection.  Need to be sure we have 
adequate resources to do this.

8 91780 1. Dorms for students 
overnight and adults 
environmental education 
programs.  2. Dining hall 
to support dorms.  3.  
Good site for a nature 
center.  4. Nature 
Center director or 
caretaker residence.  
Reduce lawns by 
developing native 
demonstration gardens, 
Native American plan 
uses garden.

Maintain in natural state. 
Clean up small amount 
of human debris, litter.  
Restore some native 
understory.

Insure that all BMPs are 
followed.

BMPs BMPs. Native plant 
screenings--
opportunities.

Add native shrubs and 
trees to much of the 
disturbed open areas 
here.  Develop nursery 
for growing native plants 
to use first at the site 
and throughout 
Pasadena parks and 
Arroyo.  Involved 
children and adults in all 
nursery phases.

Urge the phasing in of 
native plants into the 
camp landscape.

Above all, the site should be natural.  Great 
opportunities for restoring native plant habitats, 
both in the form of large natural areas and 
native landscape gardens around all buildings.  
Adaptively re-use virtually all buildings.  
Remove invasive non-native plants 
(horehounds, sweet alyssum).  Review and 
strengthen BMPs for all tenants (RBR, Tom 
Sawyer,)

Tour Stop Number(s)

5/17/2006 Copy of Summary of Tour Feedback Surveys (rev1) 9



Survey 
Form 

Number
Zip Code 1-4: USFS 5: Oak Woodland 6: USFS 7-8: Tom Sawyer 9: Common Area 10: Tom Sawyer 11-22 RBR 23-27 USFS 28 Camp 2 Additional Comments

9 91780 Buildings should be 
used for a nature center 
for natural areas/ 
environmental education

Keep natural 27-use for growing 
native plants and trees

Most important to keep this area natural using 
only native plants to revegetate the areas.  
Remove all invasive non-native plants.  
Continue to protect this beautiful natural area.

10 91201 I think a place for overnight stays by bikes, 
bicyclists and equestrians (a nominal fee can 
be charged to cover costs) would be nice.  
Give a building to the Indian clan that is from 
this area.

11 91204 Programming bonanza!  
Art, music, crafts, 
science…

Preserve this as much 
as possible--limit 
access.  It's beautiful!

Remove!  Keep one 
residence (not mobile 
units) for caretaker, 
artist in residence to live 
in

Wow that's a lot of vans--
do they really need to 
live in the park?  Why 
not at the office building 
parking lot.  Other than 
that, yeah Tom 
Sawyers!  Great 
program, keep in park

Keep horse program for 
camp.

Keep the riders 27-Start up propagation 
program, sell plants!

In whatever planning you do, figure out how to 
make the parking not the organizing structure.  
Get rid of as much paving as possible

12 91007 Use by MACH 1 is 
great!

MACH 1 is a great 
program.  Give them 
expanded use.  Allow 
them to use more 
property.  Pasadena 
needs to do more and 
recognize the needs of 
developmentally 
handicapped kids.

I would like to see the MACH 1 area 
expanded.  I think that Pasadena needs to 
develop more programs and facilities for 
developmentally handicapped students and 
children.

13 91204 Don't worry about the 
mold, a little bleach and 
TSP will take care of it 
and you don't have to 
tear down and rebuild

[re: guidelines for safe and enjoyable tour, 
"…children will have the most fun and be 
safest…"]: This is not true fun and safety do 
not go together for children.  A park where you 
can't break your arm is no park at all.  General: 
I am opposed to all organized and regulated 
usages especially ball fields of any sort.  I 
believe undirected play and discovery is best.  
I am strongly in favor of making public works 
and industry more accessible to the public, 
especially children.  To this end, I would like to 
see more settling ponds with better access and 
lots of posted information on how they work 
and the return of the sand and gravel operation 
provided they operator was required to give 
tours to the public.

14 91007 The MACH 1 program is 
an outstanding facility 
for developmentally 
disabled children.  Their 
accomplishments are 
documented and 
membership is 
increasing.  MACH 1 
needs additional space 
in this wonderfully 
natural setting.

Also, disc golf is a healthy, outdoor activity 
which is growing.  Additional space would 
greatly enhance this recreational activity.

15 90232 Land would be perfect for MACH 1 and would 
provide a wonderful humanitarian service.

Tour Stop Number(s)
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Form 

Number
Zip Code 1-4: USFS 5: Oak Woodland 6: USFS 7-8: Tom Sawyer 9: Common Area 10: Tom Sawyer 11-22 RBR 23-27 USFS 28 Camp 2 Additional Comments

16 Expansion of MACH 1. Enhance the programs 
in existence.  It's a service to disabled children 
and their families.

17 91108 Eliminate the concrete block Forest service 
buildings replant with oak and sycamore.  
Preserve one or two buildings of the Tongvas 
to use as an interpretive/visitor center

18 91107 To continue to have open land for horses.
19 91040 Education regarding 

care of oaks
Please, no lighted soccer fields, nothing that 
brings a lot of traffic--educational trails, picnic 
areas, mountain bikes encouraged.  How about
an annual open house.  Restrooms.

20 91105 Any use to enrich PUSD 
children in arts, music, 
theater would be 
fantastic.

Fine just the way it is. Let people who live 
there now remain here 
unless the units can be 
refurbished for some 
other use then take 
them out

Can this be upgraded? Didn't even know this 
facility existed.  It's 
great!

Didn't even know this 
facility existed.  It's 
great!

Like the idea of a native 
plant and tree facility.  
Native Plant Society 
might be a resource. 

Great facility--keep it!

21 91105 Would make a great 
visitor's center, maps, 
etc.

This is a walk back in 
time to what the area 
must have looked like 
pre-Spanish

If I were a kid I'd want to 
spend all my time here

If wasteland is left alone, wildflowers come.  I 
love walking around wildland--please leave as 
much of it alone as possible.

22 91775 Nice fixer upper!  Great 
for community groups to 
utilize for educational/ 
environmental programs 
and meetings.

Keep it natural! More rustic, less toys Paint all vehicles with 
camouflage colors or 
park them offsite!

Smells better than 
Washington DC!

Redevelop the nursery 
for native plants

What's La Canada sign doing near the 
entrance to the Pasadena park?

23 91001 Good basis for 
interpretive center.

Nicely preserved oak 
land under RBR tenancy 
Sawyer Camp seems 
like a good user.

Sort of a charming 
reminder of old LA 
County

Sort of a charming 
reminder of old LA 
County

Sort of a charming 
reminder of old LA 
County

Really nice set-up.  
Unique set-up for middle 
class to have 
responsible and positive 
equestrian experience.  
Nice barn (historic)

Hope these can be put 
back into use

I hope nature and horse aspects can continue.

24 91001 Knowing how much the 
wind blew…the crew did 
a great job!

What a great place for 
kids to ride...keep it 
going

They've seen a cleanup 
process---could continue

Where else are those 
vans going to go--it's 
understood they'd need 
winter parking.  Could 
be tidier

There is so much 
potential with this space.

What a great rustic area 
to introduce nature and 
kids to a riding 
experience

A pretty humble 
operation. Seems like 
folks really care about 
RBR

This expansion has so much potential--it's 
awesome!

25 90042 Somewhere here there could be a home for 
the Tongva people don't you think?  Soft 
footsteps on the trails once again!  Smell of 
sage..mmmm.  Put aside space for Tongva 
Council.

26 91206 Nice community 
meeting space, 
especially in the 
summer.

My son loves this area 
riding horses in the 
shade.

Great place for kids and 
easy for parents to park, 
access programs--
hidden between the 
trees in a good, natural 
way.

Nice location for families 
to enjoy nature and 
living beings

What a treasure for families to enjoy nature, 
outdoors and animals as they choose.

27 91001 1.  Nature education 
center. 2. keep as a 
food venue/snack shop.  
3. Onsite satellite office.  
4. Proshop, baseball, 
disc golf, soccer and 
hiking gear.

Leave as is. Disc golf was founded here 30 years ago and 
qualifies for historic landmark status.  More 
focus must be given to the sport as the 
originating city.

28 91214 1. Use best judgment. 2. 
Use best judgment. 3. 
Satellite office for Parks 
& Rec. 4. Pro shop for 
disc golf, baseball, 
soccer, hiking

The 1st disc golf course, the birthplace of this 
fine sport, should receive some more 
attention.  I have met Supv. Niles and many 
disc golfers are willing to do much or most of 
work needed.  [signed] Daniel J. Morehouse

29 Keep MACH 1 at Rose Bowl Riders children 
with disabilities need programs!

Tour Stop Number(s)
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Survey 
Form 

Number
Zip Code 1-4: USFS 5: Oak Woodland 6: USFS 7-8: Tom Sawyer 9: Common Area 10: Tom Sawyer 11-22 RBR 23-27 USFS 28 Camp 2 Additional Comments

30 91030 Additional disc golf holes would be the best 
option

31 91011 Equestrian uses for 
public use would be 
great 

Perhaps a few benches, 
but it is exciting as is

Equestrian use of 
parking for such

I love Tom Sawyer. 
They make magic 
happen in an old 
fashioned way for our 
children and future 
leaders

It is great as is This area is wonderful in 
terms of facilities.  I 
would suggest an 
expansion of the 
availability of equestrian 
outlets for us city folks.  
This park is unique in 
that when we step into it, 
we step out of the city.  
It is such a rare asset.  
RBR only have 28-30 
stalls. Can't we add in 
the former USFS area 
into a more public 
boarding facility?

Leave as is This place is a bit of country in the city and it's 
access to Angeles National Forest is the 
highlight.  Keep it for hiking, biking, exploring 
and horseback riding!!!

32 91030 Help rebuild "cross 
country" jumps and 
enhance paths

Clean up! 14. Warm water. 16.  
Correct difficult jumping 
space--too many 
corners-not enough 
straight lines. 19. Lights 
needed in area.  Very 
dark at night.  22. Needs 
some remodeling-
especially kitchen area.

Open house was great.  
Thank you for doing it!

33 Multipurpose facility for 
classes, special events, 
meeting. *Interpretive 
center for Arroyo!!!

Restore but allow 
multiuses, including 
hikes, horseback riding, 
nature and bird walks. 

Native plant nursery! Continue same uses, 
but clean up and 
spruced up

Keep as same, perhaps 
better facilities for the 
horses with shelters.

Keep as same, allow to 
expand so that they can 
increase the number of 
boarders (they are the 
only affordable horse 
facility but have too few 
stalls available!).  This 
would also allow them to 
increase programs for 
the community.  An 
expansion would also 
allow MACH 1 to grow 
too!

Restore growing beds, 
establish nursery. 

Keep as same--we need 
them!

Please, no more soccer fields.  I want open 
space and nature for my children!

34 91801 Need more jumps! 
Rebuild old jumps.

Good family fun!! 11. Great, could use 
more! 12. Organized, 
clean. 14. Nice, 
organized. 15. MACH 1-
yeah! 16-19. Great for 
the horses. 20. We love 
MACH 1-so wonderful 
for the children. 21. So 
much fun! Nice and big! 
22.  Welcoming. A place 
for a good time

35 91001 Convert to nature 
center, trail hub for 
Altadena, La Canada, 
Pasadena, Arroyo, and 
Rim of the Valley.

Leave as is, except take 
fence down.

Not sure-see 1-4. Not sure, would like 
more info about Tom 
Sawyer Camps, their 
use and clientele

Not sure Not sure, would like 
more info about Tom 
Sawyer Camps, their 
use and clientele

Let them keep it and 
keep using.  Keep lease 
at reasonable price, as 
agreed by RBR.  Make 
lease term long enough 
that RBR people can 
feel it is worthwhile to 
make improvements 
consistent with 
equestrian use.

Not sure.  See 1-4 Keep serving fire 
protection and rescue as 
is.  Buildings, 
architecture, look and 
feel are a good fit 
between purpose and 
surrounding natural 
area.

Put zero new ball fields in Hahamongna Park, 
anywhere.  Pesticides and manicured lawns 
are inconsistent with natural park.  Do not 
fence Hahamongna Park.  Fencing is 
inconsistent with natural park.  Do not add 
lighting. Where existing lighting interferes with 
dark skies, change fixtures or remove.  Allow 
use of public trails 24/7.  Allow pedestrians, 
equestrians and mounting bikers on E-W and 
N-S through trails for ANF access and La 
Canada, Altadena, Pasadena connectivity.  

Tour Stop Number(s)
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Survey 
Form 

Number
Zip Code 1-4: USFS 5: Oak Woodland 6: USFS 7-8: Tom Sawyer 9: Common Area 10: Tom Sawyer 11-22 RBR 23-27 USFS 28 Camp 2 Additional Comments

36 91101 Cobble stone walkways 
are not wheelchair 
accessible.  It may be 
helpful to include a 
wildlife history museum 
with taxidermy animals 
and birds.  Also a history 
of the area and the 
name change from 
Devil's Gate to 
Hahamongna and what 
it means.

I think that when the buildings are remodeled 
or renovated the theme of the décor should 
depict or capture the flow and spirit of the 
lands first inhabitants.  I feel that it would show 
great honor and a spirit of inclusiveness.

37 91101 Environmental 
classrooms.

Bike path Leave them for 
caretakers

Leave

38 90027 Classrooms (for 
nature/ecology classes)

Trails/bike path It would be great to keep the existing facilities 
but add classrooms and a bike path to the area

39 91104 Join structure in a "u" 
floor plan while keeping 
paths open to forest 
area.  Create an open 
nature center and 
resource center for 
native plants and 
animals.  Structures 
become admin. Area, 
training are and nature 
center.  Admin building 
becomes an assembly 
room.

Provide info regarding 
plant life or signs.  
Create clear path for 
nature hikers and 
physical fitness; make 
rest stops.

Needs better signage. Nice facilities; should 
maintain.

40 91360 I would like to see more Frisbee golf holes

41 91103 Classrooms to teach 
children about forestry, 
etc.

Remain the same

42 91030 Oak Grove getting the land to provide more 
Frisbee golf holes for the fun and joy of new 
generations to come!

43 91030 Very nice-oaks are 
essential to so. Cal. 
Keep the oaks!

Oak Grove Frisbee golf!!! The best part of the 
park!! We love the course!

44 91104 I would like to see this beautiful land used for 
the benefit of the Pasadena and surrounding 
areas citizens--particularly the horse 
community.  It is a natural location for MACH 
1, RBR and Tom Sawyer.

45 91030 Oak Grove-more Frisbee golf holes!!!!

Tour Stop Number(s)
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46 86326 There isn't another place 
like this. People & pets 
can enjoy this little quiet 
place without driving 
their gas hogs 100's of 
miles away.

Clean good use of land Clean friendly.  Horses 
provide many children 
an outlet summer camp 
away from their City 
homes. But so close.

Clean, the horses seem 
happy in their stalls all 
are well fed & taken 
care of and provide 
many people, owners, 
teachers & students 
hours of challenge, 
knowledge and 
relaxation relating to 
nature, which is slowly 
disappearing.  Please 
allow these beautiful 
tranquil creatures to 
remain in their present 
habitat.  It is the right 
thing to do for all.

Clean good use of area.

Survey 
Form 

Number
Zip Code 1-4: USFS 5: Oak Woodland 6: USFS 7-8: Tom Sawyer 9: Common Area 10: Tom Sawyer 11-22 RBR 23-27 USFS 28 Camp 2 Additional Comments

47 91106 Equestrian facilities and 
trails are disappearing 
all over the nation.  We 
must all pitch in to stop 
this trend.  The Rose 
Bowl Riders area is an 
excellent facility that 
must be preserved!

48 90732 This area could be 
utilized to make more 
room for RBR parking. 
RBR events are public & 
more parking would be 
fabulous.  The 
remaining areas could 
be turned into a 
dressage arena and 
temporary horse pens 
for event visitors.  
Utilize this area for 
equestrian use.  RBR 
events/shows need this 
space.  Thank you.

Essential to remain as 
is: this area is well used 
by RBR & Tom Sawyer 
camps.  We can be sure 
grass is safe for grazing 
(no poisons) and 
experience a mini trail.  
Horses recovering from 
illness--this is a perfect 
re-coup area.  Fenced in 
well: therefore children 
and ponies are safe.

Fin as they are.  No 
need to evacuate 
families.

7: Essential for all their 
vehicles and camp 
parking.  8. Essential 
that someone live on the 
property with so much 
livestock around, and so 
many people in & out 
with children.  Extremely 
busy outfit & they seem 
to work well with the 
space they have.  Every 
inch of space is utilized 
efficiently.

Essential for Mars 
event/show gatherings--
adapted for extra 
parking too.

Essential to Tom 
Sawyer Camps--they 
need the space for all 
their horses.  There are 
good sized turn-outs & 
run well for the camp.

11.  Fabulous protected 
(elements) area: best 
suited for horses.  12.  
Could be updated but 
essential for each 
horses tack.  14. 
Excellent & well used by 
everyone. 15.  Good 
condition.  16 Excellent 
size for lessons-good 
footing; essential for 
horses legs. 17. 
Beautiful donation & 
remembrance from 
deceased RBR 
member.18. Both 
essential for horses well 
being-good locations. 
19. Excellent location-
keeps kids safe & 
happy. 20. Essential for 
MACH 1 horses. 21. 
Fabulous for RBR 
events/shows/clinics. 
Good sand for horse 
legs. 22. Could do with 
remodeling: newer 
kitchen and more 
restrooms. Extremely 
well used & even over 
used! Tom Sawyer 
Camp uses it too; for the 

Incorporate with Tour 
Stops 1-4.

Essential for the 
community. Excellent 
airlift service. Alwa7ys 
very conscientious of 
horses next door.  Good 
group of professionals.

49 91101 OK Great OK Very unkempt.  Horses 
need cover to protect 
them from rain & sun

OK Some individual corrals 
are too small

OK

50 91001 Will the water trough be 
in working order in any!

In hopes that the area next to forest area 
remain as trail course training (cross country)

Tour Stop Number(s)
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51 91001 This would be a 
wonderful place for 
maintenance/police 
people to live.  
Providing living quarters 
on-site would be a good 
way to cut down on the 
inevitable graffiti, etc. 
and what a draw to live 
in such a beautiful 
environment!  The 
administration building 
would be a great visitor's 
center or put it in #23.

This is lovely.  I really 
enjoy seeing the TSC 
kids walking along on 
their horses here.  It's 
like a vision of the past.

My comments on sites 1-
4 are echoed here.

Very well kept, 
especially considering 
the number of kids in & 
out all the time!  Their 
horses look very fat & 
happy.

See #7-8-like the rustic 
telephone pole feeders 
& corral.

Clean! RBR is and has 
been such an asset to 
this property! No trash, 
no graffiti, well 
maintained at no cost to 
the landlord-it's great.  
Above & beyond the 
neat & clean facilities, I 
appreciated the obvious 
lack of riches and /or 
snobbery.  It's good that 
people who aren't 
wealthy but who are 
willing to work can enjoy 
horses in this 
environment.

As I love gardening, it 
almost seems criminal 
to let #'s 26 & 27 go for 
anything but their 
intended purpose.  It 
seems like 
administrative-types like 
to ignore the importance 
of infrastructure & 
maintenance.  These 
secure metal buildings 
would be ideal for park 
equipment and there's 
still plenty of room for a 
visitors' center.

I love seeing these 
wonderful people with 
such a beautiful, rustic 
quiet place.  Love the 
gate!

I think it's so important to preserve the rustic 
character of this park & I commend the 2 long-
term tenants, Fire Service & RBR, for doing 
so.  It's so wonderful to have a facility like RBR-
=very important that it stay in its present, well-
tended footprint.

53 91101 Unkempt Too small, horses look 
very thin and dirty

Survey 
Form 

Number
Zip Code 1-4: USFS 5: Oak Woodland 6: USFS 7-8: Tom Sawyer 9: Common Area 10: Tom Sawyer 11-22 RBR 23-27 USFS 28 Camp 2 Additional Comments

54 91108 My six year old daughter 
has been taking riding 
lessons at Rose Bowl 
Riders for approximately 
a year and we have 
been so happy with the 
stables.  The facility as 
well as the horses are 
very well taken care of.  
It has been a  wonderful 
introduction to 
horseback riding for her. 
I grew up riding up the 
hill at Flintridge Riding 
Club, but we felt our 
daughter was still a little 
young for serious riding, 
not to mention the 
financial responsibility.  
We were thrilled when 
we found out about 
Rose Bowl Riders, and 
would be extremely 
disappointed if it were 
no longer around.  We 
strongly support the 
scenario that things are 
left where they are. 
Thank you!!

Tour Stop Number(s)
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55 91011 How about moving the 
parking out back & 
redoing the front with 
oaks and native plants 
and making a beautiful 
green area for visitors to 
enjoy?  Beautiful trees-a 
peaceful, shady area-a 
cacophony of bird song.  
Wonderful rustic feel.  
The buildings are 
shabby and need to be 
refurbished but should 
be retained.  Potential 
for an outstanding 
nature center-perhaps 
focusing on water.  Nice 
jade along the fence.

The jewel of the park.  
Replant with appropriate 
native plants under the 
oaks.  Keep it somehow 
separate & special .  
Use for weddings, 
religious ceremonies, 
etc.  Let the horses be 
hand walked here to 
graze.  Park visitors 
love to see them.

A bit long in the tooth Vans??? Trailer appears 
neat & well cared for 
fence is whimsical.  
Corrals are clean.  Park 
users can get up close 
to the horses here and 
often do.  The kids love 
to watch the horses.  
Great cactus garden!

Corrals are clean.  Oaks 
are protected.  Storm 
water runs through these
corrals so equestrian 
best management 
practices will have to be 
implemented.

The horses are clean 
and well cared for.  
There is no manure on 
the ground and it is 
stored in water tight 
dumpsters.  Plantings 
are attractive & well 
maintained more native 
plants would fit in with 
the park.  Rings, pens 
are in good shape & well 
cared for entire facility 
shows the pride and 
volunteer spirit of RBR.  
MACH 1 area is very 
neat and tidy. Gray barn 
and storage shed fit in 
well with the rest of the 
property.  The 
clubhouse is rustic but 
attractive. Beautiful 
oaks in this area.  A 
lovely spot which would 
be great for seminars, 
conferences but should 
be kept rustic-that is 
where they special ness 
of this place lies.

This area looks pretty 
derelict.  The sheds are 
especially unattractive 
and need a lot of work to 
fit in with the rest of the 
park.  The asphalt 
should be removed, 
although perhaps some 
of the back area should 
be used for parking.  
Native plant nursery 
should be restored.

Attractive, well cared for 
a great location for 
seminars, etc.

The annex is a gem. It is a gift that has been 
preserved in a semi-rural, peaceful 
atmosphere.  The time has come to share it 
more with the rest of the community while 
keeping the existing tenants.  The trail above 
its beautiful stone walls is also a real treasure 
on the annex property.  The hillside above it 
needs brush removal and is rather overgrown.  
With some work, it could provide a beautiful 
separation between the park and the 
developed area to the west.

Survey 
Form 

Number
Zip Code 1-4: USFS 5: Oak Woodland 6: USFS 7-8: Tom Sawyer 9: Common Area 10: Tom Sawyer 11-22 RBR 23-27 USFS 28 Camp 2 Additional Comments

52 91011 The Rose Bowl Riders 
area provides an 
invaluable facility for 
people who want to 
have horses at an 
affordable price.  MACH 
1 is an organization the 
community should be 
proud to have.  We can 
all hope to have the kind 
of assistance this group 
provides.

56 91101 Many of these buildings 
seem like they could 
serve a useful purpose.  
Good to have people 
living in park like this.

Magical, cool. Good to have people 
here like this in the park.

Fits the theme of the 
camp

Looking better… An essential member of 
the horse community in 
the area.  A cost-
effective, well run, 
volunteer based 
organization reaching 
into the comm7unity to 
share a common love 
for horses.

Useful structures. Great gate, well 
maintained, good 
neighbors.

Tour Stop Number(s)
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57 91103 Administration building: 
nature center, camp 
lodge and office.  
Barracks: education 
classroom facilities, 
exhibits and restrooms 
(potential overnight 
cabin capability).  Mess 
Hall: dining hall with 
kitchen and restrooms. 
Residence: 
ranger/caretaker's cabin.

[use as] staff residence 
cabin(s)

Outdoor facilities: Amphitheater (east side of 
administration building); flag circle (center in 
front of barracks); fire circle; experiential 
outdoor education area (23-27); outdoor 
activity area (east side of administration 
building 23-27); outdoor meeting and dining 
(BBQ) area; parking area (west side of lodge): 
automobiles (guest, staff and camp vehicles), 
buses; Nature trails: short nature trail loop, mid 
range trail options, long range trail options 
equestrian program access.  

Utilize existing facilities as much as possible.  
Renovate to upgrade facilities as necessary. 
Provide facelift to provide attractive wood/rock 
appearance similar to what might be expected 
in a National Park.
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040606 Summary  Page 1 of 2 
5/4/06 (Draft) 

 
Summary of Workshop Notes  

1st Community Meeting 
Hahamongna Watershed Park Annex 

City of Pasadena 
 

Thursday, April 6, 2006 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Jackie Robinson Center, Multipurpose Room 
1020 N. Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena, CA 

 
The following is a condensed version of the input provided during the April 6, 2006 
community meeting.  Input was sorted into groupings based on similarity and then 
synthesized to eliminate duplication while preserving the essence of the individual 
statements.  Documentation of the original input and the steps undertaken to develop 
this summary is available from the City of Pasadena. 
 
Existing tenants and uses 
• Keep the present range of tenants and their programs and uses 
• Preserve as is for non-tenant uses (e.g. camps, multi-use trails including hiking, 

biking, riding, disc golf) 
• Keep the present range of tenants and uses with improvements (e.g. physical: 

improve stables and riding areas, structures and landscaping; better 
guidelines/requirements for current uses; and programs e.g. public equestrian 
programs, integrate public access/benefits, more equestrian facilities) 

• Ensure that any tenants are able to improve and care for the property  
 
Potential New Uses 
• Evaluate current uses (including uses not represented by organized groups) and 

broad recreation needs (including Pasadena youth) and balance them creatively 
• Have complimentary uses-partnership among tenants/users. 
• Opportunities for City/public programs (e.g. outdoor/environmental/nature education, 

diverse programs, nature/art/equestrian overnight camping) 
• Concerns about active recreation on site and over use/over development 
• Work with partners/volunteers 
• Regional trail hub (i.e. Rim of the Valley, regional trail networks, Angeles National 

Forest trails) 
• Provide off-road/trail cycling (not just on roads-safety issue)  
 
What will happen to old structures? 
• Should the structures stay as is, be rehabilitated, selectively demolished or totally 

removed 
• Potentially have staff living in on-site housing 
• Convert buildings to educational, cultural, and interpretive facilities—potentially for 

overnight programs (i.e. camping) 
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Natural Resource Protection 
• Preserve, enhance and restore habitat (including oak woodland) 
• Keep site as natural as possible 
• Maintain the integrity of the wildlife corridor 
 
Water resources 
• Increased water recharge opportunities (e.g. minimize pavement in park) 
 
Access & Parking 
• Minimize roads, traffic and parking and their impacts (including JPL access) 
• Keep the trail system available during the rainy season 
• Provide 24 access to park/trails 
 
Safety & Security 
• Presence of positive uses (including tenants and trail users) promotes safety 
• Lighting for security 
• Safety and monitoring of overnight campers 
• Fencing as needed (i.e. around equestrian areas) 
• Accommodate multiple uses in a safe way 
 
Funding/finance 
• Use available funds to improve and maintain the Arroyo trails infrastructure 
• With maintenance backlog, where will funding come from for this project 
 
Planning process issues 
• How to balance, respect, and include range of stakeholders and viewpoints 
• Project longevity—how long will this be in place 
• Why is a plan needed 
• Concern about a “clean slate” alternative in charrette 
• Can uses currently planned for other parts of the HWP be moved to the Annex if it 

would be a more appropriate fit 
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Workshop Notes 
Community Meeting 

Hahamongna Watershed Park Annex 
City of Pasadena 

 
Thursday, May 4, 2006 

6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall, Salvation Army 

960 East Walnut 
Pasadena, CA 91106 

 
The following is a condensed version of the input provided during the May 4, 2006 
community meeting.  Input regarding additional issues and concerns was sorted into 
groupings based on similarity and then synthesized to eliminate duplication while 
preserving the essence of the individual statements.  The draft goal statements and 
vision statements were similarly sorted and grouped by theme and synthesized to 
eliminate duplication.  Documentation of the original input and the steps undertaken to 
develop this summary is available from the City of Pasadena. 
 
Issues & Concerns 
 
Existing tenants/uses 
• Preserve equestrian uses/facilities on site  
• Continue existing leases/uses 
• Continue existing leases/uses with some modifications (consolidation of facilities, 

improved facilities/maintenance/best management practices, more public 
benefit/interaction 

• Long term uses should have long term leases 
• Insure trail access 
 
Potential New Uses 
• Incorporate visitor/nature center/education/recreation/cultural/training facilities and 

programs that serve diverse communities 
• Develop interpretive facilities/amenities/programs 
• Minimize any new development 
• Use existing nursery for native plant propagation and education 
• Develop programs that have a synergy with existing tenants & horses (i.e. 

composting program between equestrian and nursery uses, etc.) 
• Trail hub (i.e. Rim of the Valley, gateway to Angeles National Forest, make trail 

connections, etc.) 
• Provide for all trail uses while minimizing user conflicts 
 
What will happen to old structures? 
• Renovate and reuse existing structures (i.e. nature center, environmental/outdoor 

education, art classes, recreation/visitor information) 
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Natural Resource Protection 
• Preserve and enhance open space and natural resources (including oak protection, 

native landscaping, etc.) 
• Protect habitat connectivity and wildlife corridors 
 
Water resources 
• Integrate and demonstrate best management practices to protect water resources 

(i.e. fertilizer and pesticide use, waste/manure management, etc.)Watershed would 
be adversely affected by turf fields that require fertilizers pesticides and herbicides 

 
Access & Parking 
• Minimize roads and parking to extent feasible 
• Consider fee-based parking to fund park  
• Consider off-site parking 
• Enhance public transit connections to park 
• Minimize fencing around and within the park 
 
Safety & Security 
• Provide security for site (i.e. patrols, emergency phones, etc.) 
• Concerns about homeless camping at site 
• Minimize security lighting to reduce impacts to wildlife 
• Separate bike and car use for safety  
 
Funding/finance 
• Identify potential revenue generation/earned income alternatives to offset 

improvements, operations and maintenance 
• Do not charge user/parking fees 
 
 
 
Planning process 
• Work with Master Plan to integrate and create trail and path system to central and 

lower Arroyo Seco 
 
Design & visual resource considerations (note: this category was added to the list of 
broad themes that emerged from the April 5 workshop, based on the input received on 
the May 4 workshop) 
• Maintain and enhance the rustic/natural character of site and buildings 
• Minimize new development on site (including keeping any new 

structures/development in scale with area to minimize intrusiveness) 
• Protect and enhance viewsheds (i.e. mitigate JPL structures through new paint 

colors, screening, etc.) 
• Provide visual integration of facilities (i.e. equestrian facilities) 
 
Goals 
Resource protection 
• Preserve natural habitat 
• Preserve wild nature of land-not manicured urban park 
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Recreation & Education 
• Continue equestrian uses on site 
• Develop nature center and environmental/watershed education programs that serve 

a diverse population, including “disadvantaged” youth 
• Provide 24 hour trail access through site 
 
Vision Statements 
Equestrian uses 
• Equestrian uses are integrated into park, providing a range of public programs 

including riding lessons and events, therapeutic riding for current and future 
generations 

• Thriving equestrian facilities are managed to be compatible with natural resource 
protection and other park uses/users 

 
Open space and natural resources 
• A natural park where open space and natural resources, including habitat, are 

preserved and enhanced 
• Recreation and other uses are compatible with complimentary to the natural park 
 
Funding/management 
• As a public facility, the park has a sustainable & diverse funding base 
• Creative mechanisms for operating and maintaining the facility and delivering 

programs, such as partnerships, are utilized 
 
“Hub” or “focal point” concept 
• As part of HWP, the Annex will function as a focal point for the Arroyo Seco and a 

gateway and hub for connecting trail and open space networks, including the 
Angeles National Forest and future Rim of the Valley corridor. 

• As part of HWP, the Annex will be a regional center for environmental & outdoor 
education with programs serving Pasadena & the surrounding area  

• The Annex will be a showcase for environmentally sound and integrated uses.   
 
Character 
• As a natural park setting, the Annex will be rustic in character by utilizing natural 

materials that reflect the surroundings, minimizing the size and quantities of 
structures, and minimizing the presence of vehicular traffic/presence within the site. 

• Sustainable, “green” design will be utilized to minimize impacts, demonstrate 
environmental building and best management practices and provide more 
visual/design consistency throughout the site. 

 
Nursery 
• A native plant nursery provides the materials for habitat restoration and 

enhancement in the Arroyo while providing education opportunities.  
 
Nature/Culture/Education center/programs/activities 
• The Annex will include a model visitor/nature/watershed/environmental/cultural 

center that incorporates themes related to the natural environment, First People of 
the area, watershed issues and recreation  
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• The facilities provide a broad range recreation and education programs for the public 
that are compatible with the concept of a natural park. 

 
Trails, recreation 
• The Annex provides staging for trails within the HWP 
• The Annex provides a setting for passive recreation uses. 
 



 
Workshop Notes 

Community Meeting 
Hahamongna Watershed Park Annex 

City of Pasadena 
 

Thursday, May 18, 2006 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Maranantha High School ~ Student Center 
169 St. John Street 

Pasadena, CA 91105 
Desired Outcomes:  

1) Share the input received through the planning process to date 
2) Reach agreement regarding the draft planning framework 
3) Obtain final input from public for the charrette event 

 
1. Welcome and introductions 
 
2. Background and history of Annex site and planning process 

Rosa Laveaga (City of Pasadena, Public Works, Parks & Natural Resources) 
provided an overview of the project history and the planning process. 
 

3. Presentation of input from open house and community workshops 
Anne Dove (National Park Service, RTCA) provided an overview of the public forums 
to date and a summary of the input received through those forums. 

 
4. Overview of draft planning framework  

Following the presentation of input from the community meeting, Anne Dove 
provided an overview of how the planning framework evolved out of this input and 
how it connects to the Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan.  Following that 
presentation, the community was invited to provide feedback on the planning 
framework (Attachment A: Planning Framework Feedback).   
 

5. Overview of charrette process  
A short presentation was made by Anne Dove providing an overview of the goals of 
the charrette and the agenda for the day.  Following, the community was invited to 
provide any last, additional comments for the group of people who will be 
participating in the charrette (Appendix B: Additional Comments). 

 
6. Summary of next steps in process/ Wrap-up 

It was noted that the community will be invited to a charrette “open house” on 
Saturday to meet the people involved in the event and to view the work products.  A 
formal meeting to present and solicit input and feedback on the charrette outputs will 
take place on June 15, 6:30-8:30 p.m., location to be determined. 

  



Attachment A: Planning Framework Feedback 
 
Vision Statement Comments 
• Does not focus on vision; too many phrases 
• Location is center of watershed; unique natural setting of water resources makes it 

special-focus on what makes this site unique and special 
• Adapting facilities-the long term vision should be more general because long term 

facilities may be replaced-move this to the level of an objective-include “evaluate” 
and then determine what should be adapted vs. replaced 

• Do not spend resources on existing Forest Service buildings 
• More of an educational focus-maybe a separate goal 
• Watershed center, trail hub, education center should be strongly emphasized 
• The rustic, natural character much as it is today…this is not reflected.  More 

emphasis on “model”, “showcase” could overshadow the intent of making this fit into 
the natural center, being more simple 

• Need to make it more simple-we’re putting too much pressure on the Annex in this 
vision statement 

• There’s a disconnect between public access programming and existing uses today.  
The intent doesn’t seem to make the leased areas completely accessible to the 
public, so be careful not to imply this 

• The current fences in RBR’s area are there for insurance purposes 
• Adapting existing facilities is important-reuse where appropriate 
• Long term vs. short term use of buildings 
• Want tenants to be onsite in perpetuity 
• Point made about RBR not being exclusive 
• Vision statement needs to be more visionary, especially the part about the 

public/private partnership aspects 
• Visions statement regarding equestrians needs to be stronger 
• 2 paragraph: take out 1st phrase-remove focus on adaptive 
• The oak forest needs to be protected and not disturbed the way it is now-enhance 

this point 
• Add protection to willows 
• 1st paragraph: add “passive” to recreation and “function as a gateway to the Angeles 

National Forest, La Cañada, So. Pasadena, Central and Lower Arroyo….” 
• Supports adapting existing facilities 
 
Goal 1 Comments 
• Add statement about protecting/preserving/enhance oak grove south of USFS area 
• Need to integrate comment about preserving dark sky 
 
Goal 2 Comments 
• No comments 
 
Goal 3 Comments 
• Need to add something about protecting streams and wetlands 
• Integrate storm water best management practices into the Annex site (the whole site, 

not just the equestrian facilities) 



• Maximize ground water recharge-concern that it means introducing spreading basins 
onto the site 

 
Goal 4 Comments 
• Separate second bulleted objective, “Adapt and enhance the former USDA Forest 

Service facilities into an Interpretive Center” into two different bullets 
• Remove “design children’s play areas to emphasize learning and connections to the 

natural environment”—it’s not relevant to the Annex site 
• Change “maintain and enhance historic recreation uses” to “maintain and enhance 

current recreation uses” 
• Make education a separate goal statement. 
• Question whether the goals and objectives for the Annex should be integrated into 

the HWP Master Plan or if the Annex should have a separate framework, particularly 
since many objectives in the Master Plan do not apply and may conflict with the  
Annex 

• Under “historic uses”, include trail use 
• What will be interpreted at this center?  Should include watershed/water resources  
• There’s this “forcing” of the Annex to fit intothe Master Plan.  Don’t force it intot he 

HWP master plan framework. Make it separate planning area. 
• Things proposed in the Master Plan that could impact this site should be 

reconsidered 
• Keep recreation in Goal 4 and education in Goal 5 
• JPL clean-up impact to site 
• Objective 5: youth programs “consistent with the area” 
• Deliver “passive” recreation 
• Need to define active vs. passive recreation 
• Emphasize “outdoor” education (“education, including outdoor recreation”) 
 
Goal 5 Comments 
• No comments 
 
Goal 6 Comments 
• No fences-need to make site accessible for trail users and for wildlife movement.  No 

limits on hours for trail uses (many use trails in evening/night) 
• Specific objective: to minimize impacts on wildlife corridor (speaks to the fencing 

issue). Enhance wildlife corridors (speak to Goal 1) 
• Take out goal 6.  If there are no problems on the site, why does it need to be 

secured? 
• Encourage mounted patrols 
• Take out the “sewage infrastructure” statement 
• Substitute “observe safety and security” instead of “provide” 
• The “secure entrances and perimeter of HWP” conflicts with having trail/wildlife 

connectivity 
 
Goal 7 Comments 
• Do not use “mitigate”—better to say “address”.  Education of users is important 
• Eliminate objective 2 (provide adequate parking….) 
• Security, parking…only needed if park is highly developed.  Need to balance 
• “Minimize environmental impacts when siting parking” 



• Objective 4 is not appropriate for Annex site (“develop separate trail systems for 
bicycles, hikers and equestrians wherever possible”)—there isn’t enough room to 
have separated, redundant trail systems through Annex 

• Promote trail etiquette-could use the right-of-way/yield/”share the trail” signs for 
different users 

• Trail hub 
• Rewrite objective 4, “develop a plan for providing for safe multiple uses” 
 



Appendix B: Additional Comments  
 
• Point out to the people at the charrette that there was overwhelming desire by the 

people at the community meetings to keep the existing uses on site 
• Concerned about effects of possible development of greater park (covered in Master 

Plan) on Annex 
o Fields: Require pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers that will impact 

groundwater in whole park 
o Night lighting (esp. for sports) would negate dark skies for enter basin 
o Sports may attract a “rowdy” element, litter, vandalism, a security issue 

• Concern a disc golf pro shop/club house/pay-to-play and disc golf historic museum 
• Concerns that the charrette participants will “do their own thing” and not address the 

community’s input 
• Concern that Flintridge Riding Club and Altadena Crest Trail Restoration Working 

Group not directly participating in the charrette 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

  
Intensive brainstorming sessions where volunteer participants sketch and illustrate their ideas for 
planning and design solutions and present them to the community. 
 
 

 

 
 
Charrettes generate tremendous energy. They bring together professionals who are experts in their 
fields creating strong partnerships among organizations and special interests. Most importantly this type 
of event can give community members the chance to see comprehensive plans and designs for an 
area. Make no mistake, charrettes take a lot of work to organize and orchestrate but we feel the effort is 
well worth the result. It can give a project a terrific jump-start to completion.  
  

 
  
Charrettes bring together experts in the field to develop ideas on how to improve a natural and/or 
cultural resource. The outputs of their efforts are maps and designs that offer solutions to such issues 
as preservation, access and use, interpretation, development, etc. Charrettes can involve a few or 
many people; they can last a couple hours or extend over several days. It all depends upon the area, 
the resource, the purpose and goals for the charrette and people’s interest. An example charrette 
schedule is participants gathering on a Friday, touring the area, and hearing presentations from local 
experts and citizens. On Saturday, participants are divided into teams each assigned physical design, 
interpretation, or other relevant topics. Their assignment is to create plans, detail and section drawings, 
and perspective sketches. Later that night, or the next day, participants present their recommendations 
to each other and community members. While only a few people might do the actual work, one of the 
biggest keys to producing a successful charrette is to inform and engage as many people as possible in 
the community before, during and after the event. Charrettes can be a key public involvement tool. The 
term "charrette" is French for cart. In the early 20th century, professors from the Ecole des Beaux Arts 
in Paris would send a cart to pick up students' work at the submission deadline. Some students, frantic 
to complete their drawings, would ride on the cart and continue working as it rolled down the street, 
hence, working "en charrette."  
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Workshop Notes
Planning & Design Charrette

Hahamongna Watershed Park Annex
City of Pasadena

Saturday, May 20, 2006
8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Los Angeles County Fire Camp 2
4810 N. Oak Grove Drive

Pasadena, CA
Overview of Charrette Process
Each team was asked to develop recommendations for the Hahamongna Watershed Park Annex (Annex) 
based on one of three planning and design scenarios:

Scenario 1:  Same tenants, same use footprints
In this scenario, assume that the existing tenants (Rose Bowl Riders, MACH 1 and Tom Sawyer Camps) 
remain within the same boundaries as they are now.  The focus on this group’s work will be to determine 
how to integrate new uses into the former USDA Forest Service facilities and the “public areas” of the An-
nex.  Additionally, explore how the existing tenant facilities could be enhanced.
Scenario 2:  Same tenants with the option of realigning their use footprints
In this scenario, assume that the existing tenants (Rose Bowl Riders, MACH 1 and Tom Sawyer Camps) 
remain at the Annex, but there is the option to adjust their use boundaries.  This group will explore how to 
integrate new uses into the former USDA Forest Service facilities and the “public areas” of the Annex, while 
thinking about whether there are better ways to realign and enhance the existing uses on the site.  
Scenario 3:  Same tenants with no constraints in siting uses.
In this scenario, assume that the existing tenants (Rose Bowl Riders, MACH 1 and Tom Sawyer Camps) 
remain at the Annex, but that any facilities on the site can be relocated within the Annex.  This group will 
have the most flexibility in terms of starting with a “clean slate” in terms of siting uses and facilities in the 
Annex.  Other existing conditions on the site, especially locations of natural resources and trail connections 
should still be considered.

In developing recommendations, the teams were reminded that their recommendations must be consistent with 
the planning framework provided and reflect the input from the community (Appendix A: Planning Framework 
5/19/06*).  In addition, each team was asked to generate the following recommendations: 

•  An overall site analysis and design: The site plan can include a layout of vehicular and non-motorized 
circulation system; types and locations of site uses; and relationships between the HWP Annex and sur-
rounding areas.

•  Design ideas for focused areas:  Identify some specific areas with your team’s proposed site plan to 
explore and design in more detail.  

•  Management recommendations: Explore management practices that support and are consistent with 
the proposed uses for the site.  These can include financial/business planning, operations and mainte-
nance, safety, partnership opportunities and anything else that seems relevant.

•  Programmatic recommendations: In addition to management, ideas for programs for the site should 
be explored.  Examples of programs could include types of organized education and passive recreation 
activities, interpretation recommendations, and partnership opportunities.  These recommendations really 
focus on “what goes on at the Annex”.

*Copies of the Appendices to this summary are available upon request from the City of Pasadena, Department of Public Works, Parks 
& Natural Resources Division.
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Summary of Team Recommendations
Each team recorded their process and recommendations in both graphic and written formats (Appendix B: 
Charrette Participants; Appendix C: Teams’ Notes and Graphics).  The following is a summary of their input.

Scenario 1 Team:  Same tenants, same use footprints

Design goals:
• Integrate runoff management 
• Demonstrate green, sustainable design
• Provide better programmatic flow—separate uses as needed
• Centralize and share educational uses and facilities
• Protect wildlife habitat including connectivity
• Rationalize fencing on and around the site, including removal of fencing around oak woodland at south-

ern end of site
• Adaptively reuse existing structures 
• Use natural/appropriate building materials (i.e. slump stone, arroyo stone, concrete block with stucco)
• Provide visual screening where appropriate
• Provide better access/permeability through the Rose Bowl Riders and Tom Sawyer Camps area to con-

nect to rest of Hahamongna Watershed Park
• Restore native vegetation at east end of site which is currently dominated by ruderal vegetation

Facilities:
• Outdoor amphitheater/classroom
• Plant nursery, using existing facilities to extent feasible
• On-site water harvesting for irrigation use
• Equestrian facilities:

o Leased uses, with long-term lease
o Separate boarding and public use areas
o Capacity to be determined
o Enhanced landscaping (trees)
o Best management practices for runoff-possible vegetated corridor/swale 
o Adjust/shift arenas
o Develop new “clubhouse”
o Relocate trailer parking to less visible location
o Relocate MACH 1 uses to more quiet location within site
o Picnic/viewing area by larger arena
o Standardize stables/stalls (outdoors with covers)

Site Design (Figure 1: Design Charrette Group 1)
• Educational Area A:

o Interpretive/education/training center
o Overnight quarters
o Outdoor teaching areas (2)
o Reduce paved areas (parking)
o Restore landscape (native)
o Improve access (pedestrian and wildlife)
o Minimize fencing
o Give buildings a facelift (river rock, wood, etc.)
o Space (~50x100’) for Forest Service volunteers, tools, etc.
o Sustainability

• Educational Area B:
o Reduce paved areas (parking)
o Restore landscape (native)
o Create riparian corridor in the flood zone
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o Minimize fencing
o Potential use: composting, native plant nursery
o Third largest bubble (on site plan) is a landscaped/education area

• Equestrian/lease area:
o Make border of oak woodland more permeable for access
o Move TSC vans and revegetate area with oaks
o Install bioswale/treatment “stream” for runoff
o New clubhouse
o Move trailer parking to east side of arena

Programs:
•  Composting program-partnership between equestrian uses and City demonstrating best management 

practices.  Compost would be made available to the community
•  Education programs include:

o Overnight programs focused on nature study
o Arts-potential artist-in-residence program
o Fire science programs in partnership with Los Angeles County Fire Dept.
o Water resources
o Native plants, landscaping and composting (targeted towards adults)
o Equestrian-oriented education

Scenario 2 Team:  Same tenants with the option of realigning their use footprints

Design goals:
• Minimize traffic and parking impacts 

o Convert some parking to wildflower meadow
o Retain vehicular access to equestrian area 
o Use existing parking to south of Annex for visitor center.  Connect parking to visitor center with 

trails.
• Restore/enhance habitat, including currently stressed oaks

o Consolidate uses to increase opportunities for habitat restoration and enhancement
o Reconfigure circulation to better protect oaks

• Provide safe and secure equestrian facilities (i.e. limit public access within equestrian areas—insurance 
constraints) 
o Retain fencing of equestrian areas but provide thematic and visual connections
o As part of visitor/nature center, include equestrian themes 
o Around equestrian area, still have fencing but provide visual and thematic connections to other 

areas of site
o As part of leased uses, require increased public use and site stewardship

• Site as a ‘dead-end’ destination for cars but a gateway for bikes, hikers, equestrians
• Encourage and demonstrate stewardship (particularly around trail use and environment)
• Demonstrate green building practices (i.e. green roofs)
• Integrate nature with other uses
• Provide joint uses to eliminate need for duplicative uses and services
• Provide for universal accessibility and ADA compliance
• Adaptively reuse existing structures to extent feasible
• Provide direct connections between nature/visitor center and rest of park
• Improve storm water and surface runoff management

o Treat pollution through use of bioswales
o Treatment wetlands—French drains around the arenas/corrals to channel runoff to wetlands

• Retain trail access around western perimeter of site
• Provide shade along trail at eastern perimeter of site
• Increase trail access and connections 
• Improve aesthetics of trail corridors
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Facilities:
• Maintenance
• Equestrian
• Nursery
• Nature/visitor center
• Trails
• Botanical/Hummingbird/butterfly gardens

Site design:
• South and east edges of site are restored and provide buffer for treating runoff and for habitat
• Building closest to the equestrian area could have a roof deck for viewing equine and a web cam to 

look on-line at the site
• Consolidate equestrian facilities into 9 acres-remove oak woodland from leased area
• Enhance and expand existing oak woodland
• Interpretive trail through restored areas of site
• Move parking for non-equestrian uses off site and provide trail access instead to existing parking areas.  

Equestrian parking within their lease area

Programs:
• Regional hub for environmental education
• Provide democratic programming
• Environmental career learning center
• Partnership-building:

o Rose Bowl Riders, Tom Sawyer and others
o JPL
o Schools
o USDA Forest Service (including job training for youth)
o Los Angeles County Fire Department Camp 2
o Trail users, to promote better trail etiquette
o Community college and facility for watershed management

• Day long environmental science center
• Regional occupational center-environmental careers and nursery-provide opportunities for students to 

learn, get academic credit and earn money while working to improve site
• Experiential learning
• Outdoor tent camping
• Team building

Scenario 3 Team:  Same tenants with no constraints in siting uses

Design Goals:
• Restore habitat 
• Improve drainage/storm water management, including minimizing paving for groundwater recharge
• Provide gateway for trail system
• Develop an oak management program, including relocating Tom Sawyer Camps out of oak woodland
• Minimize structures on the site
• Provide for unstructured recreation
• Reconfigure equestrian facilities to be more space efficient
• Complete the bike loop
• Rotate uses on land to prevent overuse
• Reconsider van parking within park
• Consider relocating entrance
• Remove work “Annex”—consider name, “The Watershed Center at Hahamongna”
• Provide universally-accessible parking
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• Encourage public transportation to access park
• Define trail system better
• Provide more uniform landscaping

Facilities:
• Nursery
• Watershed Center:
• Use existing maintenance buildings for maintenance

Site Design:
• Phasing—1. rebuild equestrian, 2. stalls, 3. watershed center
• BMPs in equestrian center: composting, drainage
• Shuttle parking and ARTS bus to reduce need for parking
• Increase stalls within existing equestrian uses footprint

Within their given scenario, the team generated three conceptual alternative site plans, each of which retained 
a total of 12 acres of leased areas and 10 acres for other uses. 

• Alternative 3A: 
o All existing buildings and parking removed and replaced with restored oak woodland
o Reduce and disperse use to reduce impacts to oak woodland
o 10,000 sq. ft. watershed center on bluff edge to overlook park and provide direct trail connec-

tions
o Bike loop routed to east perimeter of Annex site
o Install vegetation to screen JPL buildings
o Terrace built areas and install overlooks of basin
o One acre of parking including universally-accessible spaces
o Riding rings were sited to provide visual access from the trail

• Alternative 3B:
o Visitor center sited at lower elevation on site to provide feeling of being part of the basin
o Rose Bowl Riders area secure
o Trail south of Rose Bowl Riders would provide visual connections to horses and the oak wood-

land
o At lower elevation area of site, have wetlands and more diverse habitat (i.e. riparian and wet-

land vegetation)

• Alternative 3C: 
o Watershed center sited for visual connections to basin 
o Watershed center is in flood zone and could demonstrate how to build with nature
o Oak woodland would be gateway to site and park
o Shared parking between facilities
o Equestrian buffers watershed center from JPL
o Best management practices for storm water management integrated into site

Programs
• Leases

o Include tree protection as a condition
o Provide longer lease period (min. 25 years) as incentive for site improvements by tenants

• Watershed Center (including 80-100 person capacity meeting space)
o History of watershed in Pasadena
o Environmental showcase
o Arroyo Seco library
o Watershed conservation
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o Demonstration gardens
o Outdoor classrooms
o Native American history
o Partnerships with NGOs, County, JPL, volunteers, USFS, SMMC, School District for programs 

and to obtain funding
o Evening programs
o Fire ecology education
o Appropriate planning and watershed

• History of horses in the Arroyo
• Nature rides

Youth Team:  Open to use whichever scenario they choose

Design Goals:
• Overall design concept is “Roots & Wings”.  The park is a connection between the community’s door-

step and environment (i.e. “roots’).  The park then facilitates people taking “flight” through programs 
and activities.  

• Site accessible 24 hours/day
• Provide for open access through site (i.e. limit fencing)
• Provide adequate security
• Promote community awareness of park and Arroyo
• Include spaces and programs for youth to use in summer (both structured and unstructured)

Facilities:
• Equestrian facilities
• Day camp facilities
• Visitor/interpretive center with outdoor classroom
• Picnic area

Site Design:
• The “Roots & Wings” concept is spatially articulated through a transition across site from more mediated ex-

periences with nature to total immersion.  The three transition/use zones identified include:
o Step 1: Interpretive center.  Interpretation for people who do not go into the natural areas but 

want to experience the “edge”.  Facilities could include a shady outdoor classroom
o Step 2: The Living Arroyo. Bring the plants and wildlife from the Arroyo into the Annex site.  

More exploration for people.  Provide a “mini Arroyo” on the site with open areas for activities, 
picnicking, etc.  A transition zone with secluded benches would be included.

o Step 3: Arroyo Alive.  Trail connections and native vegetation to facilitate people moving into the 
whole Arroyo.

• Specific site design recommendations included:
o Adding an outdoor classroom by existing buildings as part of educational area
o Defining a picnic area
o Providing kiosks for interpretive and other information

Programs:
• Community involvement, including:

o 4-H Club 
o Inner city kids
o Student organizations and clubs, i.e. SET Academy & Key Club, Health Academy, etc.
o Field trips
o Trail Days
o Summer nights for teens
o Volunteer opportunities and jobs at TSC
o Annual Festival



Charrette Summary 052006.indd 12



Charrette Summary 052006.indd 13

Additional Feedback from Participants
At the end of the workshop, participants were asked to reflect on the body of work developed throughout the 
day (Appendix D: Feedback on Charrette from Participants).  Additional comments were also provided infor-
mally by participants and included below:

Commonalities between teams’ work:
• Stayed within the planning framework
• Little or no on-site parking
• Emphasis on oak woodland preservation, restoration, enhancement
• Need for education and interpretation 
• Leased uses currently impedes access between other portions of the Annex and the rest of the 

park
• Circulation is a major unresolved issue, particularly the northern trail connection (both in terms 

of trail alignment and design)

Other additional feedback:
• Phasing will be important.  Consider short-term improvements to increase use of site
• City and RBR could probably be competitive in applying for a grant to implement water BMPs
• Make sure that City continues to connect with the Gabrieleno/Tongva
• Concern that too much time/energy was focused on equestrian facilities which detracted from 

exploration of other site elements
• Concern that more detailed analysis is needed to determine the specific site needs for equestri-

an uses and that a capacity for the facilities needs to be identified first (i.e. need to identify how 
many stalls needed, how much space those facilities need and then figure out how much acre-
age is needed to accommodate those uses).  Need to do this objectively rather than to assume 
that 12 acres is optimal.

• Consider removing horse trailer parking from site or charging for this separate use individually 
or as part of lease terms
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HWP ANNEX  
COMMENTS RECEIVED AFTER CHARETTE  

(Comment period: 5/20/06 thru 7/11/06) 
 
 

1. HABITAT PROTECTION 
• Protect wildlife corridor 
• Protect native plants 
• Protect existing oak woodland-remove fence and restore,  
• Protect riparian habitat-improve drainage to create more habitat 
• Remove non-native trees & plants 
• Restore/create habitat in disturbed areas 
• Habitat protection should be #1 priority 

 
2. WATER RESOURCES – including groundwater, drainage, flood control, 
watershed management 

• Protect and manage water resources as part of larger watershed and 
floodplain should be #1 priority 

• Concern about maintaining water quality adjacent to equestrian facilities 
• Improve drainage  
• Design drainage corridors to sustain natural habitat 
 

3. RECREATION-equestrian, trails and others 
• Maintain existing equestrian programs and uses 
• Provide public equestrian events – shows, demonstrations, lessons, etc. 
• Integrate into existing HWP and reconsider HWP plan to include annex 

uses 
• Emphasize/enhance as hub for equestrian and pedestrian trails including 

connection to Rim of the Valley and throughout the Arroyo 
• No overnight use 
• Site should be for ‘peaceful renewal and enrichment, an aesthetic haven” 
• Site shouldn’t be dominated by one user group-minimize exclusive use  
• Consider best use for the most users- public land should serve public use 
• Provide diverse recreational opportunities 
• Retain all existing types of uses 
• Provide self-guided interpretive trail at rear of nature center 
• Provide interpretative trail through oak woodland (remove fence and 

expand east) 
 

 
4. PROGRAMS - NATURAL HISTORY, CULTURAL RESOURCES 

• Develop learning center - focus on programs, not facilities 
• Include history of equestrian uses of the Arroyo 
• Emphasize watershed education  
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• Create HWP Watershed center to serve as nucleus for watershed 
management and education, provide opportunities for partnership with 
other agencies/organizations 

• Program and volunteer involvement opportunities for all ages are 
‘endless’, collaboration with community partners of all disciplines: 
including art, science, nature, equestrian, horticulture, etc. 

• Create Children’s Forest similar to Forest Service program 
• Emphasize youth/student involvement 
• Name of center should reflect equestrian uses of area, not just watershed 
• ‘Horsemanship 101’ is feasible – should provide opportunities for those 

who can’t pay 
• Current physical/financial/ administrative structure of RBR is not able to 

provide public programs  
• Create native plant nursery: 

o Provide opportunities for education 
o Provide volunteer opportunities and community participation 
o Produce native plants for local reforestation and restoration projects 

 
5. SECURITY 

• Keep fencing to a minimum 
• Elimination of fencing could create liability issues for equestrian facilities 
• Provide 24 hour access, no park closure 
• Low level/glare free lighting 

 
6. LEASE AGREEMENTS 

• Tenants need to ‘give back’ to the City and the public   
• Tenants need a plan to protect water resources and native habitat 
• Tenants need to demonstrate sustainable management practices 
• Tenants should have long-term lease 
• Subsidizing equestrian facilities is in the public interest with these 

considerations: 
o Reduce/reconfigure area and increase capacity 
o Public benefit needs to compensate for subsidized rent  
o Actual costs of land use must be considered 

• Oak woodland should be public, not included in lease 
• Separate lease agreements for each tenant 
• TSC provide more scholarships/ public programs 
• MACH 1 should continue with own lease agreement and improved 

facilities – 
• MACH 1 is willing and able to make improvements to their space 
• Address individual ownership rights of RBR stalls 
• Equestrians don’t realize their privileged position, they have ‘sweetheart’ 

deal 
• Continue RBR as primary lessee w/ subleases to TSC and MACH 1- 

allows for one lead /decision making entity.  
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7. PLANNING PROCESS - COMMUNITY MEETINGS, CHARETTE 

• Too much emphasis on reconfiguring equestrian areas and little emphasis 
on former Forest Service area 

• Not enough public outreach for other park users, including disc golfers, in 
the planning process 

• There is ‘much anxiety and frustration’ regarding the planning process 
• Should form task force to develop plans for HWP watershed center 
• Place chairs in circle during public meetings 
• Have guest facilitators for public meetings 
• Frustration that the number of  people expressing opinions is not 

adequately recorded 
• Should include outside professional consultants in the planning process- 

both for planning equestrian facilities and negotiating lease agreements 
• Public input at Annex meetings is diluted and minimized 
• Must consider highest and best public use 
• Appreciation for time and effort of city staff and planning process: 

o Appreciation for being included in the charrette 
o Appreciation of city staff to meet and keep open communication 

with each tenant group 
o Appreciation for opportunity to provide comments 

• Some outspoken stakeholders created an atmosphere of intimidation at 
charette and public meetings that prevented others from sharing their 
ideas 

• Concern that individuals creating negative atmosphere don’t necessarily  
represent all the points-of-view in their stakeholder group and that those 
with opposing views didn’t feel they could publicly express their views for 
fear of backlash 

• Concern that equestrian issues overshadowed other issues that affect 
Pasadena residents 

• It doesn’t seem that some key stakeholders want to work with the 
community and are not willing to make any changes 

• Equestrians should not be cast as aggressors 
• Goals and Objectives and Vision Statement: 

o Don’t specifically recognize current tenants and programs, only 
general recreation and equestrian uses.  

o Goal 4 should specifically name current equestrian tenants and 
programs  

o Goal 4 should add “and the surrounding communities” to recognize 
regional use of the area. 

o Goal 4 should include “and other future equestrian programs”  
o One goal should be “keep horses on the property so that future 

generations can continue to enjoy equestrian recreation in the 
Arroyo Seco” 
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o Goal 1 should be: “ Keep Rose Bowl Riders, TSC and MACH 1 on 
the property” 

o Long term lease for equestrian uses should be included as a goal 
o Specifically state that RBR, TSC and MACH 1 currently contribute 

to “diverse recreation opportunities” indicated in Goal 4.  
o Vision statement doesn’t adequately express strong equestrian 

presence 
o Vision statement use of term “an equestrian facility” doesn’t protect 

current equestrian tenants 
o Vision statement is good and identifies key facilities and focus 
o Goals and objectives are good 
o Eliminate the word ‘annex’ 
o Design goals, facilities and programs similar for all charette groups 

– could be combined into one set of goals 
• Charettes: 

o Not all Charette participants were familiar with HWP history and 
existing equestrian uses 

o Would have liked more equestrian expertise on charette teams 
o Charette presentations were unclear, hard to follow 
o Charette process too rushed, not enough time to consider and 

understand all issues 
o Charette plans did not include management and programmatic 

recommendations, as directed 
o Presentation of charette plans showed insight and possibilities 

• Charette group #3: 
o Very strong resistance to presenting a plan that would show 

reduced equestrian area   
o Majority of time spent on equestrian issues, not allowing time to 

discuss other issues 
o Strong personalities and loud voices intimidated others to speak/ 

discuss other options 
o Paid consultants were not allowed opportunity to present 

information 
o Summary presented doesn’t reflect discussions/decisions of group 

 
8. CIRCULATION/PARKING 

• Keep parking, traffic, lighting, paving to a minimum 
• Increase public transportation to maximize public access 
• Address circulation within equestrian areas 
• Remove TSC vans from site 
• Parking should be around periphery, not in oak woodland areas 
• Provide for turn-arounds and drop-off areas 
• Need to retain TSC van parking to transport campers during the day 
• If van parking is eliminated, need turn-around, drop-off areas to 

accommodate vehicles arriving and leaving at same time 
• Provide another entrance on north side of property for equestrian use 
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• Keep horse trailers on property for emergencies 
 

 
9. FACILITIES- BUILDINGS/PHYSICAL AMENITIES 

• Reconfigure, relocate and/or reduce equestrian acreage:  
o Increase capacity in less space   
o Create more efficient and attractive facilities that blend with natural 

surroundings 
o Remove oak woodland from equestrian area - remove fence 
o Improve trail connections and access to park 
o Current equestrian facilities are random, unsightly, not best use of 

space 
o Relocate equestrian facilities to disturbed areas of site, above flood 

level 
o If equestrian  areas are reconfigured, city should commit funds for 

changes 
o Protect natural areas and natural resources 

 
• Retain and/or expand existing equestrian acreage:  

o Maintain equestrian facilities as is, utilize remaining areas of site to 
achieve goals and objectives 

o Need to retain TSC  van parking to transport children throughout 
the day 

o Current size and configuration of horse stalls is good for the horses’ 
well being 

o RBR must expand physically in order to provide community 
programs 

o City has opportunity for state of the art equestrian facility 
o Install water storage tank or truck for equestrian facilities 
o Retain MACH 1 with these improvements: 

 120x140 arena 
 Separate entrance 
 7 24 x 24 stalls 
 Hay & feed storage area 
 10x12 office 
 10x12 tack room 
 6x6 ADA restroom 
 4 ADA parking spaces 

o Retain RBR with these improvements: 
 8 additional 24 x 24 stalls for community programs 
 12 additional 24 x 24 stalls for additional boarders 
 Increase round pen to 75’ diameter 
 Additional turn-out area to accommodate additional 

horses 
 Hay storage 12 x 36 
 Feed room 12 x 24 
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 Tack rooms – one for every 8 horses 12 x 16 
 15 permanent trailer spaces for emergencies 
 Retain 2 entrances 
 New water main/resolve water pressure problems 
 Connection to sewer system 
 Replace asphalt paving 
 Replace or renovate and enlarge clubhouse to 

include: 
 Education/community room 
 Kitchen 
 Storage closet 
 Courtyard & BBQ area 
 Children’s play area 
 Improved ADA restroom 
 Office 

 
• Develop native plant nursery 

o Locate adjacent to education center, or in area west of  
‘welder’s shed’, not in previous nursery area 

• Charrette scenario 1; 
o Design change for MACH 1 would require re-accreditation, 

doesn’t allow for required facilities 
o Change of MACH 1 is too close to JPL generators, too close to 

trail, too many disturbances, generally bad location 
o Inadequate parking and facilities for MACH 1 
o Doesn’t consider terrain 
o Doesn’t include tractor barn 
o Horses like to see each other, lining up stalls single file is not 

best option for their social behavior 
o Placing stables on east side may create problems with horse 

waste  
o Stables along east side may be workable 
o Compost could be relocated south of current Forest Service 

trash bins, not best use of space of flat area 
o Pedestrian through-way through equestrian area is not feasible- 

liability problems 
o Not enough room for jumping arena 
o Not enough room for event parking 
o Maintain ‘enchanted forest’ for equestrian use, open to public 
o Retain/refurbish existing buildings 

• Charrette scenario #2 
o No indication of equestrian facilities, doesn’t adhere to goals to 

provide equestrian facilities 
o Wildflower meadow is good 
o Consider historic value of trail to be removed 
o French drains are not necessary 
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o Not practical to only have one arena, need separate jumping 
arena 

• Charrette scenario #3 
o Can’t make sense of site plans 
o Unlabeled features 
o Equestrian areas to vague, no TSC or MACH 1 
o Lack of consideration of terrain 
o Alternative 3A is preferred plan 
o Most viable approach 
o Allows for expansion of ‘forest’ on west side 
o New building, solar powered, native material 
o Size of stalls, 12x12 is inhumane  
o Doesn’t indicate if bike loop is dirt or paved 
o Relocation of ‘historic’ trail allows for new entrance to east 

parking lot and annex 
o Shared parking for equestrian events is good 
o Placing arenas below education center to provide visual 

experience for public is interesting idea 
o Stall design of plans 3B & 3C works best 
o 10,000 sq.ft. building is too large 

 
• Support for integration of existing and proposed uses in scenarios #1 

and #2,   
• Support for layout of buildings in #1 and #2, even if existing buildings 

are replaced 
• Establish small environmental education center 
• Eliminate existing Forest Service buildings 
• Build new education/interpretative center building: 

o One large watershed education center (10,000 sq ft) 
o Sustainable building specific to use 
o Multi-story to reduce footprint 
o Observation tower on roof as landmark and view point 
o Preserve more open space 
o Should be solar powered 
o Native material on façade, blend with natural surroundings 
o Include a flag pole 
o Large new building doesn’t fit with community’s interest in 

keeping area rustic and low-impact uses 
o 10,000 sq ft is too large 

 
• Retain existing buildings to minimize cost –as indicated by the city 

when property was purchased 
• Retaining existing buildings will expedite time to begin public use 
• Reface existing building to blend more with natural environment – use 

stone and wood 
• Create nature center with meeting rooms and auditorium 
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• Create educational center to include all disciplines - art, nature, 
science, Native Americans,  etc., and attract all ages 

• Create outdoor amphitheater at base of rock retaining wall east of 
existing garage 

• Retain ranger’s residence for park staff and management 
 
 



(DRAFT) SUMMARY OF CARRYING CAPACITY  ANALYSIS

Comments Conditions/Recommendations

# of people parking 
needs # of people parking 

needs # of people parking 
needs

1 Park ranger/facility manager 
residence & detached garage
(1,388 SF)

2 car garage & 
2 uncovered 

spaces

4 2 4 3 4 4 4 1) Repair and remodel to LEED's standard; match architecture 
of adjacent buildings 2) On site manager for facility oversight

1) Residence for park 
ranger/facilities manager

2 Xeriscape demo garden 
(5,300 SF)

A,B,C 71 shared spaces 16 4 48 4 112 4 1) assume 30% of site 
in human use. 2) Non-
destination site 

1) LEED's standard for outdoor spaces including water 
conserving garden & BMP's for storm water

1) Residential demonstration 
garden

3 Outdoor classroom (south) (4,200 
SF)

A,B,C 71 shared spaces 21 5 63 5 147 5 1) assumes 50% of 
site in human use. 2) 
Destination site

1) LEED's standard for outdoor spaces including water 
conserving garden & BMP's for storm water

1) Outdoor garden/gathering and 
classroom space

4 Main building (total 7,000SF):
Including main office & 
information center, conference 
center, storage space and 
interpretive/exhibit area

A,B,C 71 shared spaces

105 70 188 84 300 147

1) Based on 75% of 
conference space in 
human use 2) 
Intensity based on 
concentrated use 
(assembly seating) 3) 
20% contingency 
added to min park req. 
(for staff rec)

1) Repair and remodel to LEED's standard; match architecture 
of adjacent buildings 2) scheduling must be managed - max 
intensity cannot occur during multiple large events or without 
consideration of max. available parking 3) Exhibit space shall 
focus and support the issues of the Arroyo Seco Watershed 4) 
conference space use should be strongly related to 
environmental education

1) Conferences 2) Displays & 
exhibits 2) Information Center & 
Trail Hub 3) Office space for small 
staff

5 Outdoor classroom (north) 
(11,400 SF)

A,B,C 71 shared spaces 57 23 171 68 399 160 1) assumes 50% of 
site in human use 2) 
Destination site 

1) LEED's standard for outdoor spaces including water 
conserving garden & BMP's for storm water

1) Outdoor garden/gathering 
space 2) Walkway access to 
various classrooms and dining hall

6 Environmental Classrooms - 
Building 1 = (3 rooms)            
(Total building = 1,886 SF)

A,B,C 71 shared spaces 51 19 85 23 146 35 1) Based on 90% of 
classroom space in 
human use 2) 
Intensity based on 
concentrated use 
(assembly seating) 3) 
20% contingency 
added to min parking 
req. (for staff rec.)

1) Repair and remodel to LEED's standard; match architecture 
of adjacent buildings 2) scheduling must be managed - max 
intensity cannot occur during multiple large events or without 
consideration of max. available parking 3) Classroom useage 
shall focus on environmental education

1) Classroom and meeting space

7 Environmental Classroom - 
Building 2 = (3 rooms)            
(1,866 SF)

A,B,C 71 shared spaces 51 19 85 23 146 35 1) Based on 90% of 
classroom space in 
human use 2) 
Intensity based on 
concentrated use 
(assembly seating) 3) 
20% contingency 
added to min parking 
req. (for staff rec.)

1) Repair and remodel to LEED's standard; match architecture 
of adjacent buildings 2) scheduling must be managed - max 
intensity cannot occur during multiple large events or without 
consideration of max. available parking 3) Classroom useage 
shall focus on environmental education

1) Classroom and meeting space

8 Environmental classroom - 
Building 3 (4 rooms)                
(2,196 SF)

A,B,C 71 shared spaces 65 22 108 26 185 40 1) Based on 90% of 
classroom space in 
human use 2) 
Intensity based on 
concentrated use 
(assembly seating) 3) 
20% contingency 
added to min parking 
req. (for staff rec.)

1) Repair and remodel to LEED's standard; match architecture 
of adjacent buildings 2) scheduling must be managed - max 
intensity cannot occur during multiple large events or without 
consideration of max. available parking 3) Classroom useage 
shall focus on environmental education 4) A 275 SF addition is 
on this building; reconfiguring this space to its original 
configuration will be required (like other classroom buildings)

1) Classroom and meeting space

Types of 
Activities/Programs      

Anticipated at this Facility

INTENSITY OF USE
Low  Medium  HighUse Area  Facility

Adjacent 
Parking Area 

to Facility

# of Available 
Parking Spaces in 
Adjacent Parking

Facility 
I.D. #

Envrionmental 
Education Center (Area 
F)
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Comments Conditions/Recommendations

# of people parking 
needs # of people parking 

needs # of people parking 
needs

Types of 
Activities/Programs      

Anticipated at this Facility

INTENSITY OF USE
Low  Medium  HighUse Area  Facility

Adjacent 
Parking Area 

to Facility

# of Available 
Parking Spaces in 
Adjacent Parking

Facility 
I.D. #

9 Dining Hall (1,673 SF) A,B,C 71 shared spaces 47 22 Parking per code 1) Will not be reserved independently 2) Shall always serve as a 
support facility to the entire Environmental Education Center

1) Food prepration 2) Indoor and 
outdoor dining

10 Group picnic area (6,600 SF) A,B,C 71 shared spaces 40 16 118 47 277 110 1) Assumes 60% of 
site in human use 2) 
Non-destination site

1) Will not be reserved independently 2) Shall always serve as a 
support facility to the entire Environmental Education Center

1) picnicing and group gathering

11 Growing beds (4,800 SF) E 10 shared spaces 24 10 72 10 168 10 1) Assumes 50% of 
site in human use 2) 
Non-destination site

1) Use by permit/agreement only 2) Drop-in visitation will be 
inherent for this site 3) Carpooling will be required

1) Outdoor classroom, plant 
growing area, demostration space

12 Plant Lab & Greenhouse (1,181 
SF)

E 10 shared spaces 12 4 Parking per code 1) Use by permit/agreement only  1) Science plant laboratory

13 Maintenance and storage (1,228 
SF)

E 10 shared spaces 4  Parking per code 1) Supports maintenance of Annex area only 1) Maintenance/storage facility

14 Outdoor demonstration area and 
gardens (14,200 SF)

A,B,C 71 shared spaces 28 11 85 34 198 79 1) Assumes 20% of 
site in human use 2) 
Destination site

1) Partnership between city and a group for maintenance and 
interpretive programing of this site 2) salvage stone walls 3)  
LEED's standard for outdoor spaces including water conserving 
garden & BMP's for storm water 3) Primarily accessed by foot 
and by drop-off

1) Outdoor demonstration garden 
for community

15 Volunteer yard area (7,000 SF) D 20 shared spaces 28 17 84 50 196 117 1) Assumes 40% of 
site in human use 2) 
Non-destination site

1) Yard is supported by Volunteer Work Center  2) Separate 500 
SF public restroom will be required for shared use with Youth 
Camp and Growing Beds 3) Use must support the Arroyo Seco 
Watershed and training must be related to the Arroyo Seco 
environment 4) Carpooling will be required for use of this space

1) Outdoor classroom and 
gathering area for volunteers

16 Community volunteer work center 
(3,203 SF)

D 20 shared spaces 8 2 16 5 24 8 Parking based on 
code

1) Interior space will require reconfiguring to maximize use by 
multiple groups 2)  Repair and remodel to LEED's standard, if 
possible; match architecture of adjacent maintenance buildings 
3) Programs must support the Arroyo Seco Watershed be of an 
environmental nature

1) Office, limited storage to 
support programs 2) limited indoor 
classroom space

Public equestrian area 
(Area B)

17 Arenas and related facilities for 
public visiting equestrian staging 
and events        (132,930 SF or + 
3.05 AC) F1 34 100 55 200 111 350 194

1) Intensity based on 
prof. equestrian 
consultation and the type 
of activities envisioned 
for the site 2) 1.8:1 
parking ratio

1) New entrance and entry gate 2) Additional parking spaces available 
for visitors since trailers relocated to parking area F2 (see parking map) 
3) scheduling must be managed - max intensity cannot occur during 
multiple large events or without consideration of max. available parking 
4) Requires operating agreement between City and an operator 5) 
Mutual agreement between equestrian tenants for shared facilities & 
equipment 6) Any improvements to existing facilities shall meet city 
code 7) Modfications to fencing will be required

1) Public equestrian shows 2) 
Educational equestrian programs 
and events to service community 
3) Staging for visiting equestrians 

18 Clubhouse (1500 SF)

F1 34 34 15 57 16 97 24

1) Based on 80% of 
room space in human 
use 2) Intensity based 
on concentrated use 
(assembly seating) 3) 
20% contingency added 
to min parking req. (for 
staff rec.)

1) Renovate structure to Leed's standards 2) Make available for public 
use via city park permitting system 3) Mutual agreement between 
equestrian tenants for shared facilities & equipment

1) public meetings and gatherings 
2) office and storage for facility 
operator 2) Trail hub
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Comments Conditions/Recommendations

# of people parking 
needs # of people parking 

needs # of people parking 
needs

Types of 
Activities/Programs      

Anticipated at this Facility

INTENSITY OF USE
Low  Medium  HighUse Area  Facility

Adjacent 
Parking Area 

to Facility

# of Available 
Parking Spaces in 
Adjacent Parking

Facility 
I.D. #

Equestrian boarding 
area (Area A)

19 Equestrian boarding area (88,065 
SF)

 F2 28 20 15 40 25 60 35 1) Intensity based on 
prof. equestrian 
consultation 2) 2:1 
parking ratio

1) controlled entry 2) new internal access to resolve drainage problems 
will require relocating 9 corrals to new barn with 10 corrals 3) parking 
spaces provided to improve aesthetics for site and facilitate borders 
needs 4) Requires lease between City and RBR 5) Mutual agreement 
between equestrian tenants for shared facilities & equipment 6) Any 
improvements to existing facilities shall meet city code 

1) Horse Boarding 2) Central 
location for horse waste collection 
3) BMP's for horse care and 
maintenance of horse boarding 
area

Adaptive equestrian 
uses (Area D)

20 Arenas and related facilities to 
support adaptive equestrian uses 
(36,795 SF)

E 10 6 3 12 6 20 10 1) Intensity based on 
prof. equestrian 
consultation and the type 
of activity envisioned for 
the site 2) 2:1 parking 
ratio

1) New fencing will be required for site 2) Requires lease 
between MACH1 & City 3) Shared parking with adjacent 
facilities 4) Mutual agreement between equestrian tenants for 
shared facilities & equipment 5) All facilities shall meet city code

1) Programs to support the use of 
therapeutic equestrian riding for 
physically challenged youth 2) 
Arena, wash rack, horse corrals, 
tack & equip. storage, Center 
(includes office,storeroom, 
restrooms, feed & equip. room 
and hay storage)

Habitat 
restoration/parkland 
(Area I)

21 Habitat restoration (24,580 SF) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1) Restoration, protection and enhancement of sycamore 
woodland shall be paramount

1) Sycamore woodland habitat 
with trail

22 Group Gathering Area/picnic 
tables (8,000 SF)

 N/A N/A 16 N/A 42 N/A 112 N/A 1) Assumes 40% of 
site in human use 2) 
Destination site 3) 
Primary access by 
foot or on horse

1) No parking is either proposed or provided, nearby 1) picnicing and rest stop

23 Staging area, horse boarding, 
foreman residence and related 
facilities to support the equestrian 
operations of a youth camp 
(70,818 SF)

 G 12    (see below) 1) New/modified fencing will be required for site security 2) 
Requires lease between TSC & City 3) Shared public restroom 
with Area 15 4) Mutual agreement between equestrian tenants 
for shared facilities & equipment 5) All facilities shall meet city 
code

(see below)

10 4 25 10 40 16 1) Primary use during 
summer camp when 
vans are in use 2) 
2.5:1 parking ratio 
used for non-camp 
use 

1) Staging for TSC Summer Camp 
Program 2) Equestrian trail riding 
with guides for the community (by 
reservation)

1 1 3 2 5 3 1) Not available to 
public; primary use by 
tenant staff 2) 1.8:1 
parking ratio used 3) 
32 corrals with a max. 
of 64 horses during 
peak use

1) Horse boarding 2)BMP's for 
horse care and maintenance of 
horse boarding area

Horse Boarding Area (3,300SF)

Staging Area (13,000 SF)

Youth camp and 
equestrian operations 
area (Area E)
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Comments Conditions/Recommendations

# of people parking 
needs # of people parking 

needs # of people parking 
needs

Types of 
Activities/Programs      

Anticipated at this Facility

INTENSITY OF USE
Low  Medium  HighUse Area  Facility

Adjacent 
Parking Area 

to Facility

# of Available 
Parking Spaces in 
Adjacent Parking

Facility 
I.D. #

1 2 2 2 4 2 1) Residence for full-
time/on-site foreman 
2) 2:1 parking ratio 
used

1) Relocated mobile home unit shall meet city code 2) Garage 
and carport provided for storage

1) Residence, parking & storage

Oak woodland      (Area 
G)

24 Oak woodland (79,625 SF) N/A  A,B,C,G,H,I 39 16 119 47 278 111 1) Assumes 5% of site 
in trail use 2) 
Destination site

1) Restoration, protection and enhancement of oak woodland 
shall be paramount

1) Oak woodland with passive 
recreational trail

Fire Camp (Area H) Fire camp (6.04 AC) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A: Capacity and 
parking not evaluated

1) All facility improvements shall meet city code 2) Requires 
new lease with City

Park road, oak 
woodland and trail 
area (Area C1)

Park road, oak woodland and trail 
area

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

 

1) Restore Oak Woodland in this area 2) Restore trail 3) Provide 
ADA accessible connection to proposed public transit stop on 
Oak Grove Dr. 4) Provide trail connection to existing public 
transit stop on Oak Grove Drive

1) Multi-modal access 2) 
Recreational Trail 3) Habitat

Proposed road, 
bikeway and existing 
trail (Area C2)

Proposed road, bikeway and 
existing trail

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

 

See Options  See Options

Existing trail              
(Area C3)

Existing trail N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

 

1) Restore Trail 1) Recreational Trail

JPL easement area 
(Area C4)

JPL easement area N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

 

1) JPL secured entrance for 
employees and 
contractors/vendors only

Legend

Notes and Definitions

"Intensity of Use" for Buildings = Level of Occupancy
Low Intensity Use = 1-2 people/100 SF = > 50 SF per person Concentrated Use : Assembly seating or standing room
Medium Intensity Use = 3-6 people/100 SF = 33SF to 14 SF per person Unconcentrated Use: Table seating
High Intensity Use = 7+ people/100 SF = < 13 SF per person Desireable standards

Concentrated (standing) = 7 SF per person
Concentrated (assembly seating) = 12 SF per person
Unconcentrated (table seating) = 20 SF per person

Foreman Residence (4,400 SF)

"Intensity of Use" for Outdoor Spaces: Number of people in an outdoor space; assumes that a 
percentage (%) of the space will be occupied by human use.
("Site Planning Standards"  by Kevin Lynch)

  Recommended carrying capacity
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Comments Conditions/Recommendations

# of people parking 
needs # of people parking 

needs # of people parking 
needs

Types of 
Activities/Programs      

Anticipated at this Facility

INTENSITY OF USE
Low  Medium  HighUse Area  Facility

Adjacent 
Parking Area 

to Facility

# of Available 
Parking Spaces in 
Adjacent Parking

Facility 
I.D. #

Minimum parking requirement for the City of Pasadena
Commercial Recreation:
Outdoor Parks and Recreation Facilities = 2.5 spaces/1000SF  

Recreation, Education & Public Assembly Uses:  
Clubs, Lodges, Private Meeting Halls = 10 spaces/1000 SF

Destination Site: an outdoor space that the public will intentionally visit and drop in to see; a reservation
will not be required to utilize the space. Parking Ratio = 2.5:1 unless otherwise noted

Non-Destination Site: an outdoor space that will be used in conjuntion with an indoor space and/or will 
require a reservation to utilize the space. Parking requirements for this kind of space have been 
adjusted. Parking = 2.5/1000SF x % of area to be occupied by people, unless otherwise noted



 
 
 
 

CITY OF PASADENA 
HAHAMONGNA WATERSHED PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 
6:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall ~ Salvation Army Fellowship Hall 
960 East Walnut, Pasadena, CA 91106 

 
 
I. Call to Order  

 
Chair Tim Wendler called the meeting to order at 6:10pm 

 
II. Roll Call 

 
Commission members present: Don Bremner, Tim Wendler, Charles McKenney, Emily Stork, 
Maria Isenberg, Marc Baum, Madhu Kumar, Mark Persico, Bob Barber 
 
Commission members excused: Gregor Edwards, Kelly Holmes 
 
Commission members absent: Mararet Belton, Thom Mrozek 
 
Staff members present: (PW) - Martin Pastucha, Rosa Laveaga, John Cox, Elise Jackson, 
Todd Holmes, Manuel Macias, Nyles Gregory, Stacy Houser, Totress Beasley, Holly 
Thompson, Tabitha Harkin; (HS&R) – Raphael Guillen 

 
 
III. Public Comment on Matters not on the Agenda and Items over which the Committee has 

Advisory Authority. (Please limit comments to three (3) minutes each) 
 

- Hugh Bowles, Altadena (Hahamongna Watchdog Group), expressed concerns over 
the maintenance of Hahamongna Watershed Park. He indicataed that weed eating 
of Arroyo hillsides prevents native plants from reseeding and the maintenance 
strategy removes cover and habitat for wildlife. His concerns are further summarized 
as follows: 

 
1. Maintenance practices are detrimental with regard to the erosion of steep banks 

especially around the Johnson Field area. 
2. The tree maintenance activities as defined by the Pasadena ordinance declares 

that limbs greater than 2 inches in diameter shall not be taken off trees; he 
further indicated this has been occurring frequently in Hahamongna. 
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3. Spirit of the Sage (SOS) agreement stipulated as per the Arroyo Seco Master 
Plan’s Master Environmental Impact Report (“MEIR”), that fallen trees shall be 
left “in situ” for ecological purposes, but trees in HWP have been removed. 

4. Another stipulation of the MEIR is that the City would rehabilitate the perimeter 
of Johnson Field. 

 
Mr. Bowles requested that the City abides by the stipulations in the Settlement 
Agreement with the SOS Council over the maintenance of the basin.  The 
agreement also stipulated that the City would declare and mark certain areas 
designated as “Natural Open Space” areas.  

  
IV. New Business, Information and Possible Action Items 

1. Staff presentation on the Hahamongna Watershed Park (HWP) Annex Project (Rosa 
Laveaga [staff], presenter) 
a. Staff provided an overview of the HWP Annex Project 
- Purpose of the Meeting: 1) present options explored by staff as alternatives to 

Proposed Concept Plan presented in April 2007, as directed by the HWPAC and by 
City Council 2) Seek the HWPAC’s support for staff’s recommendation, that would then 
serve as the basic framework for the draft HWP Master Plan Addendum. 

- Staff then provided some background on the project, for those not familiar with the 
process to date: 
 2003 adopted HWP Master Plan 
 Purchase of the 30 acre MWD property 
 Community established Planning Framework with 7 goals; this continues to be a 

benchmark for all planning considerations 
 Council conceptual approval of HWP Annex proposed uses and the proposed 

concept plan in April 2007 
 Other background information: a) staff has had meetings and discussions with 

various interest groups expressing interest in participating in programs etc. at the 
HWP Annex – staff presented a spreadsheet showing the various groups and 
organizations that have expressed interest in the Annex with a listing of their 
interests and the facilities on site holding particular interest for each b) Staff 
presented a brief explanation of the environmental review process for the project 

- Staff presented the options as explained in the attached “Overview” 
 Under Option A, staff shared a map showing 5 off-site alternative parking locations, 

proximate to the park and where of off-site parking may be necessary under this 
option 

 Under Option C, staff showed photos illustrating the relationship of the eastside JPL 
parking lot to the HWP Annex site and also provided an illustration showing the 
alignment of the proposed park accessway. 

- Staff then provided an overview of the various parking areas within the Annex and the 
larger Westside HWP area, along with: 
 data on the peak use times during the year of the lower Oak Grove parking lot, by 

user group 
 photos illustrating peak use parking lot conditions of the lower Oak Grove parking 

lot  
 Conclusion: the lower oak grove parking lot is maxed out on the weekend and 

some useage during the weekday hours seems possible. 
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- Staff presented the Carrying Capacity Analysis 
 the 24 facilities or “use areas” on the Annex Proposed Concept Plan were 

evaluated to determine the best optimum carrying capacity that would not degrade 
or burden the site or the experience for the users 

 The intent of this analysis is to assist in designing for an appropriate concentration 
of people within each proposed use area 

 Staff provided a slide of each of the 24 “use areas”/facilities and highlighted the 
staff recommended carrying capacity for each.  Various terms and their definitions 
appearing on the chart were further explained by staff. 

 On average, staff’s recommendations for each of the 24 use areas, fell within the 
low or medium intensity ranges; if all the site and its 24 use areas were operating at 
their full/maximum capacity, a total of 1435 people would be on the site, requiring 
approximately 565 parking spaces, which falls below the medium intensity range.  
Staff noted that it would be unlikely that all 24 facilities would be operating at their 
highest intensity of use all at the same time. 

 Staff conclusion: parking is a limiting factor for the entire site. 
- Staff Recommendation 
 Option C was recommended by staff, for the access, circulation and parking options 
 The intensities highlighted in green on the Summary of Carrying Capacities Chart,  

are what staff recommended for the various facilities and use areas on the site. 
b. Committee asked several clarification questions: 
- Clarification about the Westside perimeter trail. 
- Clarification about the CEQA review process, how the public gets engaged in the 

process and the timeframe for CEQA 
- Clarification on the current parking spaces within the Annex vs. the proposed parking 

spaces within the Annex 
c. Comments from the public 
- Doug Larner, Pasadena (business address) (RBR), had concerns with the configuration 

of the F2 parking area for horse trailers and the difficulty with turnaround.  Concern with 
parking and safety of park users 

- Kathy Garcia, Altadena (Tom Sawyer Camps), provided some background about TSC 
and that they serve Pasadena kids. 

- Ted Stork, La Canada (RBR), expressed concern about not seeing a “no project” alt. 
Proposed a suggestion to the bikeway component of Option A, which he felt was too 
wide and would not require changes to RBR infrastructure; instead suggests a 16 ft. 
bikeway/trail like the approaches to the Flint Wash Bridge; suggest multiuse trail; 
Opposes the width of the 50ft. roadway in Option C, which he thinks is excessive; 
questions why separate bikeway from trail? 

- Sue Lafferty, South Pasadena (RBR), encourages city working more closely with 
tenants, finds flaws in some of Langer Equestrian Group’s recommendations, indicates 
that RBR is open to change 

- Thomas Lockhart, South Pasadena (ETI Corral 2), feels the 8ft. wide trail works well as 
is for horses & bikes; with respect to public access, would like to see extra thought 
given to visiting horse trailer and visitor parking for events; points out the need to show 
a turn around for park users to get out of the Annex Area when there is not a parking lot 
opened. 

- Patty Sue Jones, Los Angeles (RBR), trail on north side is adequate as is; tears down 
barn and many trees and would cost much more money; trailer parking needs to be 
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close to gate because it is important to be able to evacuate. 
- Priscilla Benson, Altadena (RBR/ETI Coral 2), Opposes proposed road; thinks money 

would be better spent on maintenance and patrols. 
- Mike Houshmast and Sandra Cruze, Pasadena (PCC Environmental Studies Program), 

have been part of PCC classes currently at the Annex under a temporary permit and 
state that they have grown to love nature because of their experience there, they take 
alternative transportation to site; question about sustainable practices planned for site. 

- Russ Difiori, Pasadena (PCC Environmental Studies Program), professors from PCC’s 
program at the Annex for a total of about 300 students at the Annex over the past year. 
 Classes have grown because of the past years success. In the past year have asked 
students to take alternative transportation with less than 10 cars on site at any one 
time; described types of classes meeting on site 2 days per week. 

- Susanah Romney, Montrose (RBR), many people at RBR is concerned about road in 
Option C and even with Option A.  Not convinced that parking is a dire necessity; feels 
that road in Option C brings safety issues; grading and construction are an 
environmental concern. 

- Kelly Rogers, (Oak Grove Disc Golf Club), interested in use of pre-fabricated building 
planned for volunteer work center for use as Clubhouse and equipment storage.  

- Tim McGhee, Glendale (Tom Sawyer Camps), relinquished time. 
- Dorothy Wong, Altadena, is a hiker in the area. Feels that park is safe vs. other natural 

areas.  Feels the area is special and that the big parking lot will cause congestion and 
better to minimize the development. Loves Hahamongna. 

- Marti McClellan-Morehouse and Porfirio J. Frausto, Pasadena (Outward Bound Los 
Angeles), gave some background about OBLA and expressed their interest in being a 
part of the planning at Hahamongna and in providing an opportunity for environmental 
education for youth.  

- Elizabeth Bour, Pasadena (RBR), current project is not in the HWP Master Plan 
therefore feels there is a need for more environmental review. Concerned with budgets, 
possible costs and environmental impacts and reduce the costs. 

- Mary Barrie, La Canada (Friends of West Hahamongna), concerned with the space 
needed for park trailers. Spoke about PD-16 and temporary parking lot at JPL.  Does 
not understand why money would be spent on something that is a temporary use. 
Suggests changing the zoning to OS on the parcels that are PD-16.   

- Lori Paul, Altadena, spoke of disregarded history. Spoke of motorized vehicles bringing 
problems to the park. Spoke of JPL parking lot being a temporary lot.  Talked about the 
difference between mountain bikes and road bikes and the need to do know the 
difference. Spoke of mountain bikers and trail users learning to share the trail. Keep the 
scope of the park for wildlife and the users of the park. 

- Dale Trader, Pasadena, trail and open space activist.  The proposed road and impacts 
to the natural area is counterproductive to Pasadena being a green city.  Regarding 
access to this area, we need to find other ways for people to enjoy this space, it is not 
for driving.  Alternate means of transportation are the way of the future. 

- Randy Strapazon, La Canada Trails Council, keep the cars on the southside of the 
park, and keep this northern area for environmental education.  Cars make noise, 
which is counter to birdwatching; can’t have cars and nature in the same space and 
suggests the need for more creative parking solutions.  Maybe not plan for parking for 
maximum use and let the tenants work out a solution for parking during high demand 
times.   
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- Kathleen Kulper, La Canada Trails Council, park user and not in favor of any of the 
Options.  Stated that the commission is not listening to their public. 

d. Comments/discussion from members of the HWPAC 
- Plan tries to put too much into the Annex; suggestion to start with Plan A and remove 

some uses from it; thought that there are too many classrooms proposed; even at the 
lowest intensity, think that it is too much.  Suggests that park roadway not be 
expanded; in general too many uses are trying to be accommodated here for too many 
people. 

- Commissioner Stork considered temporary nature of the JPL parking lot a serious issue 
as well as spending money on such a temporary use.  

- Commissioner Bremner reminded the audience that the main focus brought on by the 
community, early in the process, was to use the site for an environmental education 
center; suggests determining a reasonable capacity figure that will accommodate the 
expected uses. 

- Staff’s analysis has shown that the site is not sustainable. Now in a good position, with 
this data, to make some decisions, to make the site more sustainable. 

- Need to design for emergency response and provide emergency access 
- Parking ratios seem low and asked if taking into account the number of people taking 

public transportation; staff to re-examine. 
- Suggested imposing some car-pooling standards; consider mandatory standards to not 

have an additional parking lot; try to find a medium that takes everyone’s desires into 
account. 

- Questions about why there is a need to use an automobile to get to the Annex or drive 
within the Annex. 

- Consensus to not go beyond Option A. 
- MOTION: propose a scaled down version of Option A that plans the activities to be held 

in the Annex such that it will not require additional parking. Staff will revisit the northern 
trail expansion in light of public comment. (Motion made by Commissioner Baum and 
seconded by commissioner Isenberg; passed with 7 - yes/ 2 – abstentions) 

 
V. Adjournment 
 

- Chair Wendler adjourned the meeting at 9:10pm 
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Some of the key elements in planning for the future use of the Hahamongna Watershed 
Park Annex are the access, circulation and parking for the site relative to the proposed 
uses identified through a community-driven planning process.  The Hahamongna 
Watershed Park Advisory Committee requested, and the City Council directed, staff to 
explore alternatives to the proposed concept plan presented in 2007.  The following is a 
description of the proposed options developed by staff based on analyses of proposed 
uses and varying capacities of the proposed facilities and different intensities of those 
uses. 
 
Three different options for proposed access, circulation and parking were developed.  
Option A represents the most basic, minimal level of circulation and parking.  In addition 
to what is proposed in Option A, two additional options were developed that enhance 
access, circulation and parking.  The following is a description of each of the three 
options. 
 
Option A 
This option utilizes existing primary roadways to the Annex area and proposes enhanced 
circulation and parking within the Annex area.  In addition, this option integrates 
elements of access, circulation and parking that are part of the adopted Hahamongna 
Watershed Park Master Plan (adopted 2003) (HWPMP).  This option represents the 
minimal level of enhancements for access, circulation and parking that would be needed 
to accommodate the types of uses proposed for the Annex site.  This option also 
functions as the baseline for Options B and C.   Option A includes the following 
elements: 
 
Vehicular Access 

• In the long term, replace existing asphalt roadways with permeable-surface 
primary access roads within Annex area. 

• Establish unpaved secondary access roads within Annex, including regrading for 
improved drainage and stormwater management. 

• Create one parking and drop-off area for buses (in addition to the two that are 
included in the adopted HWPMP). 

• Relocate and construct new all-weather permeable surface access route to horse 
boarding area (secondary access route).  Regrade for improved drainage and 
stormwater management. 

 
Pedestrian 

• Construct universally accessible connection to proposed public transit stop on 
Oak Grove Drive, north of Annex.  Portions of this connection will be elevated 
above ground level.  

• Restore existing pedestrian and equestrian trail between public equestrian area 
and JPL. 

• Restore existing pedestrian and equestrian trail from public transit stop at park 
entrance at Oak Grove Drive and Foothill Drive. 
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Bicycles 
• Establish ten-foot-wide bicycle greenway along the northern edge of the site and 

to the JPL bridge adjacent to and separate from existing pedestrian/equestrian 
trail.   

 
Equestrians 

• Restore and enhance existing pedestrian and equestrian trail between public 
equestrian area and JPL. 

 
Parking 

• Provide additional 28 parking spaces for vehicles and horse trailers adjacent to 
the horse-boarding area. 

• Retain and redefine existing parking areas throughout the Annex and provide 
universally accessible parking. 

• Remove asphalt from existing Annex parking areas and replace with permeable 
and natural surfaces. 

• Establish parking area for one bus (in addition to the two that are included in the 
adopted HWPMP). 

• Utilize existing and proposed parking areas (per the adopted HWPMP) within 
Hahamongna Watershed Park outside of the Annex area. 

• Utilize parking areas outside Hahamongna Watershed Park via shuttles for large 
events (see map of possible off-site parking locations) 

 
Option B 
Option B integrates all elements described in Option A with the addition of an 1800-foot 
access road to the existing city-owned parking lot located immediately northeast of the 
proposed horse boarding area in the Annex that is leased to JPL for weekday parking.  
This access road would connect to the primary park road east of the existing Oak Grove 
Field and extend northward along the eastern edge of the Annex.  In addition to the 
proposed elements described in Option A, the following is a summary of additional 
elements included in Option B: 
 
Vehicular Access 

• Extend primary park access road by 1800 linear feet for weekend access. 
• Weekend primary access road will have controlled entry with no vehicle entry 

when parking lot is not available.  
• Weekend access road will be constructed of permeable surface. 
• Installation of boulder and native-plant buffer along length of weekend access 

road, both west and east sides. 
 
Parking 

• Provide weekend public use of 214 spaces in existing city-owned JPL parking lot 
 
Option C 
Option C integrates all elements described in Option A with the addition of an 800-foot 
access road to the existing city-owned parking lot located immediately northeast of the 
proposed horse boarding area in the Annex that is leased to JPL for weekday parking.  
This extension would begin at the western entrance to the proposed public equestrian 
staging and event area and continue eastward to the southernmost portion of the JPL 
parking lot.  This roadway would be part of a widened access corridor that would include 
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a bicycle greenway connection and restoration of the existing pedestrian and equestrian 
trail.  In addition to the proposed elements described in Option A, the following is a 
summary of additional elements included in Option C: 
 
Vehicular Access 

• Extend primary park access road by 800 linear feet, from entrance to public 
equestrian area to city-owned JPL parking lot to create weekend vehicle access 
that is part of a 50-foot-wide access corridor that includes the bicycle greenway 
and restored pedestrian/equestrian trail. 

• Weekend access road will be constructed of permeable surface. 
• Weekend primary access road will have controlled entry, and no vehicle entry 

when parking lot is not available.  
• Installation of boulder and native-plant buffer along length of weekend access 

road on both the north and south sides. 
 
Parking 

• Provide weekend public use of 214 spaces in existing city-owned, JPL parking lot 
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