
























































































































Relevant portions of PMC 4.44 Transient Occupancy Tax 

4.44.020 - Definitions. 
Except where the context otherwise requires, the definitions given in this section govern the 

construction of this chapter: 

Host. An occup Ier of a dwell ing unit who rents his/her primary residence for home-sharing under 

section 17.50.296 of the Zoning Code 

A. 

"Hotel" means any structure, or any portion of any structure, which is occupied or intended or designed 
for occupancy by transients for dwelling, lodging or sleeping purposes, and includes any hotel, inn, 
tourist home or house, motel, studio hotel, bachelor hotel, lodging house, rooming house, apartment 
house, dormitory, public or private club, mobilehome or house trailer at a fixed location, or other similar 
structure or portion thereof. 

B. 

"Occupancy" means the use or possession, or the right to the use or possession of any room or rooms or 
portion thereof, in any hotel for dwelling, lodging or sleeping purposes. 

c. 
"Operator" means the person who is the owner or host of a short term rental or a qualified hosting 
platform under 17.50.296 or the proprietor of the hotel, whether in the capacity of owner, lessee, 
sublessee, mortgagee in possession, licensee or any other capacity. Where the operator performs his 
functions through a managing agent of any type or character other than an employee, the managing agent 
shall also be deemed an operator for the purposes of this chapter and shall have the same duties and 
liabilities as his principal. Compliance with the provisions of this chapter by either the principal or the 
managing agent shall, however, be considered to be compliance by both. 

D. 
"Person" means any individual, ftrm, partnership, joint venture, association, social club, fraternal 
organization, joint stock company, corporation, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, trustee, syndicate or 
any other group or combination acting as a unit. 

E. 
"Rent" means the consideration charged, whether or not received, for the occupancy of space in a hotel or 
short term rental valued in money, whether to be received in money, goods, labor or otherwise, including 
all receipts, cash, credits and property and services of any kind or nature, without any deduction 
therefrom whatsoever. 

A. "Short Term Rental" is defmed under PMC 17.50.296 as short-term 

housing rentals whereby a dwelling unit is shared. in whole or in 

part for transient occupancy as a way of generating rental income. 

All regulations for tax remission. registration. permits. and/or 

certificates are contained therein. 



F. 
"Tax administrator" means the city assessor, tax and license collector. 

G. 
"Transient" means any person who exercises occupancy or is entitled to occupancy by reason of 
concession, permit, right of access, license or other agreement for a period of 30 consecutive calendar 
days or less, counting portions of calendar days as full days. Any such person so occupying space in a 
hotel or short term rental shall be deemed to be a transient until the period of 30 days has expired unless 
there is an agreement in writing between the operator and the occupant providing for a longer period of 
occupancy. In determining whether a person is a transient, uninterrupted periods of time extending both 
prior and subsequent to the effective date of the ordinance codified herein may be considered. 

• 4.44.060 - Hotel registration and certificate. 

Within 30 days after the effective date of the ordinance codified herein, or within 30 days after 
commencing business, whichever is later, each operator of any hotel renting occupancy to transients shall 
register said hotel with the tax administrator and obtain from him a "Transient Occupancy Registration 
Certificate" to be at all times posted in a conspicuous place on the premises. Said certificate shall, among 
other things, state the following: 

A. 
The name of the operator; 

B. 

The address of the hotel; ... 
c. 

The date upon which the certificate was issued; 

D. 
"This Transient Occupancy Registration Certificate signifies that the person named on the face hereof has 

fulfilled the requirements of the Uniform Transient Occupancy Tax Ordinance by registering with the 
Tax Administrator for the purpose of collecting from transients the Transient Occupancy Tax and 
remitting said tax to the Tax Administrator. This certificate does not authorize any person to conduct any 
unlawful business or to conduct any lawful business in an unlawful manner, nor to operate a hotel 
without strictly complying with all local applicable laws, including but not limited to those requiring a 
permit from any board, commission, department or office ofthis city. This certificate does not constitute 
a permit." 

(Ord. 4645 § 6, 1963) 

• 4.44.070 - Operator reporting and remitting. 

Each operator shall, on or before the last day of the month following the close of each calendar quarter, 
or at the close of any shorter reporting period which may be established by the tax administrator, make a 
return to the tax administrator, on forms provided by him, of the total rents charged and received and the 
amount of tax collected for transient occupancies. At the time the return is filed, the full amount of the 
tax collected shall be remitted to the tax administrator. The tax administrator may establish shorter 
reporting periods for any certificate bolder if he deems it necessary in order to insure collection of the tax 
and he may require further information in the return. Returns and payments are due immediately upon 
cessation of business for any reason. All taxes collected by operators pursuant to this chapter shall be 
held in trust for the account of the city until payment thereof is made to the tax administrator. 



. B HorTieAway• 
January 4, 2018 

Pasadena City Council 
City Hall 
100 Garfield Avenue, Room S228 
P.O. Box 7115 
Pasadena, CA 91109-7215 

Dear Mayor T ornek and Councilmember:s, . 
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On behalf of HomeAway and our homeowr~ers, we would like to appf~uJd youli 
.efforts to develop fair, equitable regufations for short-term renta[s in fAe 
Pasadena community. I wourd like to express. our concerns, with the p!ioposed 
vacation rental regulations- namely, the primary residence requirement and the 
potentially harmful "hosting platform" language in Section F-3. 

As currently written, the new polictes would impose unnecessaty restrictions on 
loCal homeowners, ultimately limiting the economi·c growth that 'itacation rentals 
bring to the Pasadena community. HomeAway remains committed to wotking 
alo~gside Pasadena's city council· members and neighborhood leade11s to, create 
commonsense regulations that encourage compliance and empowers the city to 
addr~ss issues without sacrificing the positive benefrts. vacation rentars. bring to 
homeowners, businesses, and communities in Pasadena. 

Pasadena has a thriving tourism economy, fueled by the cfty's many travel 
destinations and proximity to Los Angeles. Traditional whole-home vacation 
rentals, partrcurarly secondary homes, are a critica.• colililponent oUihis industry, 
serving families in Pasadena for decades. They attract traveling famifies (ookfng 
for a different type of accommodation that enables, them to sta.y together under 
one roof with flexible amenities to meet their many needs_ Eliminating sec0ndary 
home rentals takes away an important option for travelers and income· for 
Pasadena residents and local businesses. 

Not only do travelers rely on these· rentals to explore tfite· city with tfuei.r families·,, 
but hundreds of local businesses also rely on the foot traffic and visitor spending 
from vacation rental guests to keep their doors open .. In fact, a recelilt report 
found that in 2016, Los Angeles vacation rentars generated $1 .5· billion in 
economic activity and supported 14,000 full-time jobs. 
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Furthermore, the current ordinance does not adequately clarify responsibility on 
the platform level. We recommend the city remove "hosting pfatform" langu~ge 
leveraged in Section F-3, and instead use the phrase "including any onlitte 
advertisement." This change will provide c~arity to resp·ansibfe parties. including 
home owners, property managers and government officials In the Pasadena 
community. 

For these reasons, we strongly recommend the City C~mncit revise the ordinance 
to address these issues. 

HomeAway believes in commonsense regulation that encourages compliance 
and addresses nuisance issues. We· look foJWar:d to continulng1 to work with the 
City Council.on this issue and to create fair, reasonable polfcies as short-term 
rentals continue to grow in popularity and benefrt locat Pasadena residents and 
visitors alike. 

· Please feel free to contact me directly with any questions. I can be reached at 
512.505.1615 and by email at wgonzales@homeaway.com. 

~R. onzales 
HomeAway 
Government Affairs, Manager 

1011 W. 5th Street J.Austirr, TX 78'703 
512.684.1100 I Fax512.684.1101 1 www.homeaway.corn 
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City of Pasadena 
CITY CLERK'S DEPT -ADMIN 
100 N. Garfield Ave., Rm 5228 
Pasadena, CA 91109 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
(201 5.5 C.C.P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Los Angeles 

I om a citizen of the United States and a 
resident of the County aforesaid; I om over the 
age of eighteen years, and not a party to or 
interested in the above entitled matter. I om the 
principal clerk of the printer of the Pasadena 
Weekly, a newspaper of general circulation, 
printed and published weekly In the City of 
Pasadena, County of Los Angeles, and which 
newspaper has been odfudged o newspaper of 
general circulation by the Superior Court of the 
County of Los Angeles, State of California, 
under the dote of February 19, 1988, Case No. 
C 655 062; that the notice, of which the 
annexed is a pr!nted copy (set in type no 
smaller than nonpareil), has been publi.shed in 
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper 
and · not in any supplement thereof on the 
following dates, to wit: 

1/11/18 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of 
perjury that the foregoing is true and 
corred. 

Dated at Pasadena, California 

This 11th Day of January, 2018 

~~ 
weekly .. 
50 South De Lacey Ave. Suite 200 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
v: (626) 584-1500 x1 00 f: (626) 795-0149 

Introduced by: Councllmember 
Hampton 

ORDINANCE NO. 7317 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
PASADENA AMENDING THE 
ZONING CODE (!'ITLE 171TO ADD 
SECTION 17.50.296 TO CHAPTER 
17.50 OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAl CODE PERTAINING 
TO SHORT·TERM RENTALS 

The People of the City of Pasadena 
ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. This orcfi0<11C8, 
due to Its length and COIT8Sponding 
cost of pubfication, will be published 
by tiUe and summary as permitted in 
section 508 of the Pasadena City 
Olartef. The approved SUIMlal)' of 
this ordin<llCeiS as folows: 

·summary 

This Jlroposec! ordinance 
amends the Zoning Code ITitle 17) 
to add Section 17.50.296 to Ol!lJ!Ier 
17.50 of the Pasadena Muricipal 
Code, which establishes regulatioriS 
to permit short-term rental activity as 
an aooessory use to a dwelling unij, 
and requires remittance ofT ransient 
O::cupancy Tax. 

Ordin<llCe No. 7317 shall take 
effect 30 days from Its publication.· 

SECTION 2. The Citv Clerk shall 
ce!lify the adoption of this ordinance 
and Sllal1 cause this ordinance to be 
published by tile and surrvnay. 

SECTION 3. This ordinance 
shall take effect 30 days from its 
publication. 

Signed and apjX'()Yed this 8th day of 
January, 2018. 

Terry Tomek 
Mayor of the City of Pasadena 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the 
~ng orcfmancewas adopted b)' 
the City Council of the City d 
Pasadena at its meeting held this 
8th day of January, 2018, by 
the following vote: 

AYES: Couoolmembefs Gordo, 
Hampton, Masuda, 
McAustin, Wilson VICe 
Mayor Kennedy, Mayor 
Tomek 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Councilmember Madison 

ABSTAIN: None 

Date Puljshed: January 11, 2018 
Pasadena Wee",Jy 

MarkJomsky 
City Clerk 



THEPASADENAJOURNALNEWS 
1541 N. LAKE AVE., SUITE A 
PASADENA, CA 91104 
( 626)798-3 972 This space is for Clerk's filing Stamp 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
(2025.5 C.C.P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
County of Los Angeles 

1 am a citizen of the United States and a resident 
of the printer of the Pasadena Journal, a newspaper 
of general circulation printed and published weekly 
in the city of Pasadena, County of Los Angeles and 
which newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of 
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County 
of Los Angeles, State of California, under the date of 
April 16, 1991, Case Number C013336, that the notice 
of which is annexed is a printed copy (set in type not 
smaller thiUl nonpareil) has been published in each 
regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any 
supplement thereof on the following dated to-wit 

January liT". of2018. 

I certify and declare under penalty perjury that the 
Foregoing is true and correct. 

Janua 11 2018. 

Signature 

Amber Hudson 

ORDINANCE NO 7317 
Introduced by: Councilmember Hampton 

ORDINANCE NO. 7317 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF PASADENA • .\MENDING THE 
ZONING CODE (TITLE 17) TO 
ADD SECTION 17.50.296 TO 
CHAPTER17.500FTHEPASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING 
TO SHORT-TERl"l RENTALS 

The People of die City or Pwdcna ctcbin as fclil01>o'S: 

SECnON J. T!is ordinance, due to its length and 
oorr~pooding cost of publication.. will be published 
by tide and •urnmatY "' permitted in Section SOS or 
the Pasadem City Cluner. The approved 5Wl'ima1)' or 
this ordi!Wice is as followo: 

"Summ:.ry 

Thisp~ctdinanceamendslheZoringCode(iltle 
17) to add Section 17.S0.296 to Chapter 17.SO or the 
Pwdem Muricipal Code, ••hich~liishesrtgUJations 
to permit short-term muJ otlivity as an access«yme 
lo a diVelliJ1g wi~ ond rtquiresrernitWtceofTransient 
ClccujXUlC)'Tax. 

Ordimnce No. 731 7 Wll toke effect 30 da)5 from 
its publicotio~ • . . 

SECTION Z. llleCityCietl:51ull c<t1ify lheodoption 
of this ordinAnce and shall cause this ordinance to be 

pubtish~ ~y titie and 5um~. . · ~ 

S£CTJON 3. This ordinm:e sNII take effect30 da)'S , 
&om its publicatio~ · . • j 

I 
SignedandapprO\-cdthiJStJ•dayo( hnu;uy,201S. I 

i 
TenyTomek I 

M•Y« of the City ofl'lwdeRO I 
! 

I HEREBY CERTIFY dlotlh< foreg~ ctdinanc.owas 
adopted by lh< City Cow1cil or the City or Pwdena 1 
ot its meeti'll held this 8th day of Janu;uy, 2018, by 
the following v~: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABS~ 

ABSTAIN: 

CCWICilmcmbers Gordo, Hamplon, 
M<LSuda, McAustin, W~$011, . 
Vice Mayor Kennedy, MoyarTomek 
None' 
Councilrncmber Madi5or1 
None 

Mark Jomslcy City Cl~ 

Date Published: January II, 2018 
Pwdena Journal • 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 


