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AGENDA 
URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

Regular Meeting 
May 14, 2014 

At 233 West Mountain Street Room 210-220, Pasadena CA 91103 
 

MEMBERS 
Emina Darakjy, Chair  

Rita Moreno, Recreation and Parks Commission 
Rob Sheppard, Recreation and Parks Commission  

Colin Silvio, Representative Pasadena Beautiful Foundation  
Roy Leisure, Community At-Large   
John Byram, Design Commission  

Design Commission Vacant 
 
 

STAFF 
Darya Barar, Program Coordinator II 

Kenneth Graham, Forestry Superintendent 
Charles Peretz, Administrator 

Siobhan Foster, Director of Public Works    
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering exemplary municipal services, 

responsive to our entire community and consistent  
with our history, culture and unique character. 

 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, listening assistive devices  
are available from the department of Public Works  with a 24-hour advance notice.   

Please call (626) 744-3846 to request use of a listening device. 
 

Language translation services are available for this meeting by calling  
 (626) 744-3846 at least 24 hours in advance. 

Habrá servicio  de interpretación disponible para éstas juntas llamando al  
(626) 744-3846 por lo menos con 24 horas de anticipación. 

 
 

Public meeting begins at 6:00 p.m.     
Items on the agenda may not be called in order listed. 

 
http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/ufc.asp 

 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the 
Department of Public Works at 233 West Mountain Street, Pasadena CA 91103, during normal 

business hours. 

 

 

 

 
COPIES OF THIS AGENDA 
ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
INFORMATION SERVICE AT 

THE CENTRAL AND ALL 
BRANCH LIBRARIES. 

http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/ufc.asp


 
AGENDA 

Regular Meeting 

URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

May 14, 2014 
At 233 West Mountain Street Room 210-220, Pasadena CA 91103 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:00 PM 

II. MINUTES –  

a. Meeting of April 23, 2014. 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT – Items not on the agenda and items over which the 
committee has advisory authority (five-minute time limit) 

IV. ACTION ITEMS   

a. Application for Public Tree Removal – 270-280 South Oakland Avenue  

V. INFORMATION ITEMS 

a. Verbal Update on Street Vacation Process – City Attorney  

b. Verbal Update on Condition of Street Trees on Green Street Between 
Holliston and Hill Avenues 

c. Pasadena Water and Power – Power Line Clearance Update      

VI. ITEMS FROM THE CHAIR 

a. None  

VII. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE   

VIII. ADJOURNMENT   

POSTING STATEMENT 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that this Agenda was posted in its entirety on both the Council 
Chamber Bulletin Board, Room S249, the Information Kiosk in the rotunda area at City 
Hall, 100 North Garfield Avenue, a copy given to the Information Services Department, 
Main Library, and all documentations included in the package of information provided to 
the Committee Members is available online at cityofpasadena.net/UFAC; this Urban 
Forestry Advisory Committee Agenda was posted on this 8

th
 day of May at 6:00 PM. 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact Forestry Operations at (626) 744-3846. 
Notification prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements 
to assure accessibility to this meeting. 

  
Darya Barar, Staff Liaison  



 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY OF PASADENA 
URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Regular Meeting 
April 23, 2014 – 6:00 PM 

 
Present were Chair Emina Darakjy, Roy Leisure, John Byram, Rita Moreno and Colin 
Silvio. 
 
Staff present: Charles Peretz, Kenneth Graham, and Darya Barar. 
 

I. CALLED TO ORDER at 6:06 pm. 

II. MINUTES 

a. Committee Member Leisure made a motion to approve the minutes from 
the March 12, 2014 meeting. The motion was seconded by Committee 
Member Byram and was approved by a 4 to 0 vote, with Committee 
Member Moreno abstaining. 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

a. No comments were made on matters not on the agenda  

IV. ACTION ITEMS  

a. Committee Member Byram made a motion to amend the Master Street 
Tree Plan (MSTP) for State Street between Pasadena Avenue and South 
Orange Grove Boulevard, designating Cinnamomum camphora, camphor 
and Arbutus unedo, strawberry tree, replacing the Prunus cerasifera, 
purple-leaf plum, as the designated street tree. The motion was seconded 
by Committee Member Leisure and passed unanimously.  However, after 
some consideration UFAC agreed to agendize for a future meeting, a 
discussion of species selection for street tree plantings in areas under 
power lines.   

V. INFORMATION ITEMS 

a. The verbal update on the street vacation process was continued.  

VI. ITEMS FROM THE CHAIR  

a. None.  

VII. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE  

a. Committee Member Byram commented on the large development project 
on Los Robles and Corson.  He suggested that, based on its size and 
impact, the City could consider conditioning the project, and similarly sized 
projects, to include replacing trees in nearby areas, not just those 
immediately adjacent to the project.  Committee Member Moreno added 



that in addition she would also suggest that canopies along pedestrians’ 
corridors be considered.  

VIII. ADJOURNMENT – 6:58 pm   
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Barar, Darya

From: Mike Balian <mbalian@msbconstructors.com>

Sent: Friday, May 02, 2014 1:48 PM

To: Barar, Darya

Subject: FW: Oakland Front Elevation Rendering With Trees

Attachments: OAKLAND 1_6 TREE FULL.jpg

Dear Darya: 

 

As you know I have been working with the City staff on this project since 2007.  We have met several times with public 

works staff and planning staff to find ways to provide access to the project from within the narrow spaces separating the 

trees.  We have made great effort and time in studying and choosing the best access point with minimal impact on all 

the trees.  We have gone the distance of providing a curve-shaped, narrower than usual driveway and design the project 

around that driveway.  The proposed driveway is adjacent to the smallest in size tree that seems to be the one with the 

least opportunity to grow and thrive and is “squeezed” in between two larger and more balanced and thriving trees, all 

with the hope that we can provide a reasonable and safe access to the residents and at the same time provide the 

maximum protection to the rest of the trees. 

 

During one of the multiple site visits with public works staff to review tree protections for the approved development at 

270-280 South Oakland Ave, it became clear that the removal of one tree, the one adjacent to the curving 

driveway,  would allow for better protection measures to be taken for the remaining six trees.  If the tree were to be 

removed the single driveway will allow access to the site, rather than multiple access points, needed for the 

construction and staging. The removal would allow for the large crane and boom pump, that are required to complete 

the construction of the project, to be placed inside the property and utilized with little impact to the rest of the trees.  

 

Furthermore we would be given the opportunity to push our underground parking structure by another 20’ away from 

all the public trees and create a reasonable and safe staging area in the front set back where we could place our 

construction equipment and material and cause minimal disturbance or impact on the trees.  This can be possible if tree 

is removed and access is granted to transform our larger equipment inside the property and not disturb the other trees 

and their long extended branches.  This will also allow us to close off all other three existing driveways that are 

negatively impacting the roots and trunks of the other trees.  This is consistent with the PTRC findings 3, 4, and 5, and 

for the following reasons: 

 

The tree is question is the second tree from the right to left where it is in the middle of the driveway.  As you can see all 

other six trees will be well protected. 

 

The trees that will be protected will be consistent with the Master Street Tree Plan. 

The project is consistent with the General Plan policies and objectives and has received unanimous support and approval 

by the design commission and the public. 

The project will enhance the urban design strategy as set forth in the General Plan, Specific Plan, and the Master 

Development Plan. 

 

To provide additional protection I am also agreeable to provide additional public sidewalk space inside private property 

to allow pedestrian traffic around the trunks and roots of the trees along the sidewalk that has been severly lifted and 

pushed away and been reduced in width due to root growth.  This will help provide code compliant sidewalk width that 

is not available at this time. 

 

I am respectfully requesting that the tree be removed. 
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Thank you.  

 

 

            
Mike Balian, President 
127 N. Madison Ave., Suite 200 
          Pasadena, CA 91101 
          Tel (626) 584-9747 
         Fax (626) 564-2633 
   www.ToledoHomesInc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Attachment 3 

 

 

Picture of Existing Driveways 



Attachment 4 

 

 

 

Aerial Site Map 
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