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AGENDA  
Notice of Regular Meeting of the  

URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
June 10, 2015 

At 233 West Mountain Street Second Floor 
Pasadena CA 91103 

 
MEMBERS 

Emina Darakjy, Chair  
Rita Moreno, Recreation and Parks Commission 

Danny L. Donabedian, Recreation and Parks Commission 
Colin Silvio, Representative Pasadena Beautiful Foundation  

Roy Leisure, Community At-Large   
John Byram, Design Commission  

Design Commission Vacant 
 

STAFF 
Charles Peretz, Administrator 

Kenneth Graham, Forestry Superintendent 
Darya Barar, Program Coordinator II 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering exemplary municipal services, 
responsive to our entire community and consistent  

with our history, culture and unique character. 
 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, listening assistive 
devices  

are available from the department of Public Works  with a 24-hour advance notice.   
Please call (626) 744-3846 to request use of a listening device. 

 
Language translation services are available for this meeting by calling  

 (626) 744-3846 at least 24 hours in advance. 
Habrá servicio  de interpretación disponible para éstas juntas llamando al  

(626) 744-3846 por lo menos con 24 horas de anticipación. 
 
 

Public meeting begins at 6:00 p.m.     
Items on the agenda may not be called in order listed. 

 
http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/ufc.asp 

 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the URBAN FORESTRY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE after distribution of the agenda packet are available for 
public inspection in the Department of Public Works at 233 West Mountain Street, 

Pasadena CA 91103, during normal business hours. 
 

 
COPIES OF THIS AGENDA 

ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

INFORMATION SERVICE AT 

THE CENTRAL BRANCH 

LIBRARY AND ON THE CITY 

WEBSITE. 

http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/ufc.asp


 

AGENDA 
Notice of Regular Meeting of the  

URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
June 10, 2015 

233 West Mountain Street Second Floor 
Pasadena CA 91103 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:00 PM 

II. MINUTES –  

a. Regular Meeting of May 13, 2015. 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT – Items not on the agenda and items over which the 
committee has advisory authority (five-minute time limit) 

IV. ACTION ITEMS   

a. Request for Public Tree Removal – 177 East Colorado Boulevard on 
Marengo Avenue 

V. INFORMATION ITEMS 

a. Report on Young Tree Mortality  

b. Tree Removals Based on Condition – Central Arroyo Seco  

c. Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer – Oral Update 

VI. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE   

VII. ADJOURNMENT   

POSTING STATEMENT 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that this Agenda was posted in its entirety on both the Council 
Chamber Bulletin Board, Room S249, the Information Kiosk in the rotunda area at City 
Hall, 100 North Garfield Avenue, a copy given to the Information Services Department, 
Main Library, and all documentations included in the package of information provided to 
the Committee Members is available online at cityofpasadena.net/UFAC; this Urban 
Forestry Advisory Committee Agenda was posted on this 5th day of June at 6:00 PM. 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact Forestry Operations at (626) 744-3846. 
Notification prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements 
to assure accessibility to this meeting. 
  
Darya Barar, Staff Liaison  



 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     II. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY OF PASADENA 
URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Regular Meeting 
May 13, 2015 – 6:00 PM 

 
Committee Members present were Chair Emina Darakjy, John Byram, Danny Donabedian, 
Roy Leisure, Rita Moreno and Colin Silvio. 
 
Representatives from the Department of Public Works Charles Peretz, Kenneth Graham 
and Darya Barar were present. 
 

I. CALLED TO ORDER at 6:16 p.m. 

II. MINUTES 

a. Committee Member Moreno made a motion to approve the minutes from the 
March 11, 2015 meeting. The motion was seconded by Committee Member 
Donabedian and was approved with a five to zero vote with Committee 
Member Byram abstaining. 

b. Committee Member Byram made a motion to approve the minutes from the 
April 29, 2015 meeting with correction. The motion was seconded by 
Committee Member Silvio and was approved with a six to zero vote. 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

a. None.    

IV. ACTION ITEMS  

a. After a presentation from the Department of Public Works and the applicant 
Peter Lowin, Committee Member Moreno made a motion to deny the staff 
recommendation and support the removal of the three public trees located at 
2581, 2583 and 2585 East Colorado Boulevard, the motion also stipulated that 
the applicant should be responsible for the removal and replacement costs. 
The motion was seconded by Committee Member Donabedian.  The motion 
failed with a three to three vote, Committee Members Byram, Darakjy and 
Silvio voted in opposition to the motion.  Committee Member Byram made a 
motion to support the staff recommendation and retain the three public trees 
located at 2581, 2583 and 2585 East Colorado Boulevard.  The motion was 
seconded by Committee Member Silvio and failed with a three to three vote, 
Committee Members Donabedian, Leisure and Moreno voted in opposition to 
the motion.    
 

V. INFORMATION ITEMS 

a. The Department of Public Works presented information on the removal of 51 
trees located within the Oak Grove area of Hahamongna Watershed Park.  
Jan Scow, Registered Consulting Arborist answered questions from the 
Committee on tree health in Hahamongna.      

b. The Department of Public Works presented information on the removal of five 
trees located within the Sunset Outlook area of Hahamongna Watershed 
Park. 



c. The Department of Public Works presented information on the outreach done 
for the Urban Forest Management Plan and provided two emails (from Ann 
Sheid and Lori Paul) on the topic.          

VI. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE  

a. None. 

VII. ADJOURNMENT – 7:26 pm   
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Attachment 1 

♣McKinley & Associates (818) 240-1358 

Arborist Letter 
 
May 14, 2015 
 
 
 
Ms. Darya Barar, Program Coordinator 
City of Pasadena 
Planning and Development Department 
175 North Garfield Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
 
Dear Ms. Barar: 
 
Recently I was contacted by Mr. Russ Werdin and Mr. Jeff Parker with Arroyo Colorado, LLC 
concerning the commercial office building/restaurant project located at 177 East Colorado Blvd., 
Pasadena. I was informed that a City of Pasadena street tree is being proposed to be removed and 
that an Arborist Letter would be required.  
 
Background 
 
In February 2015 discussions between Arroyo Colorado, LLC and the City of Pasadena, Planning 
Department were held concerning the removal of a small newly planted 24 inch-box size 
Southern Live Oak, Quercus virginiana located roughly 40 feet north of an existing Carrotwood 
along Marengo Avenue. I was told that the City had agreed to allow the Southern Live Oak to be 
boxed and relocated to another location off-site in order to construct a pocket where truck 
deliveries to the proposed restaurant. At that time it had been arranged to preserve the existing 
Carrotwood tree. Since that time my clients have determined that based on the Carrotwood’s 
present location and the proposed pocket design it would necessitate pruning approximately 50% 
of the tree’s crown if it were to be preserved. They have therefore determined that they wish to 
proceed with an application to have the tree removed. The following summarizes my inspection 
of the subject tree. 
 
Tree Inspection 
 
The subject tree which I will refer to as Tree #1 is a Carrotwood or Cupaniopsis anacardioides. It 
measures 12 inches in diameter at D.B.H. (Diameter Breast Height) or diameter at 4.5 feet above 
the ground. The drip line measures 13 feet from the tree’s trunk and the spread is 25 feet. The 
height is estimated to be approximately 22 feet tall. It is located 82 feet north of Colorado Blvd. 
and 3 feet west of Marengo Avenue. The tree is situated in a 4.5 foot by 5.5 foot tree well, cut-out 
in the concrete sidewalk area within the City right-of-way. No irrigation is visible. There is a thin 
layer of mulch within the planter area. The tree has 2 large wounds on the east side of the trunk. 
There is callous roll on the margins of these wounds. The tree’s heartwood is exposed and it has 
begun to desiccate and cracking was observed. This single trunk specimen forms multiple stems  
 
 
 

Arborists and Environmental Consultants 
 



 
 

♣McKinley & Associates (818) 240-1358 
 
Tree Inspection-Continued 
 
at 6 feet above the ground. Seams were observed on the lower west side of the tree’s trunk. Seams 
frequently contain decay and cause the trunk to become structurally weak. The tree forms 3 co-
dominant stems at a point 6 feet above the ground. These stems have included bark tissue creating 
weak structure. The tree’s crown is balanced with minor asymmetry. There is minor terminal die-
back. The tree’s crown has been raised over the street and sidewalk. The foliage size and color 
appears normal and the crown density is fair. It appears to be in slightly below health and 
condition. Rating: C- 
 
 
 
Observations 
 
The subject tree is located in the sidewalk, near the curb and is clearly a City of Pasadena street 
tree. The subject Carrotwood tree is not in conformance with the City’s Master Street Tree Plan. 
The proposed development project is consistent with the City’s General Plan, policies and 
objectives. The proposed restaurant alone would add 100 new employment positions for residents 
and would add an estimated $100,000 in annual sales tax revenues for the City. This project is 
consistent with the General Plan and Specific Plan by including an Urban Design Strategy; 
providing a much needed pedestrian link between Old Pasadena and Mid-Town in the form of 
this new proposed restaurant. My clients have exhausted all servicing and valet options; having 
presented these options at several department meetings. The Design Review Committee or DRC 
has approved a restaurant to be constructed to the curb along Marengo Avenue. The severe 
pruning required to preserve this existing Carrotwood tree would not only destroy the tree’s 
remaining aesthetic value but would also compromise the tree’s health. 
 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
Tree #1 is clearly not in the best of health and the bark has been damaged causing the tree to go 
into decline. Despite numerous design studies the fact remains that the tree’s present location 
conflicts with the proposed delivery pocket for the proposed restaurant. The tree is not in 
conformance with the City’s Master Street Tree Plan. The proposed project is consistent with the 
City’s General Plan and will create jobs and bring economic vitality to the downtown area. The 
DRC has already approved the concept of the restaurant extending to the curb along Marengo 
Avenue. Based upon the above stated observations it is my professional recommendation that you 
present this letter to the Urban Forest Advisory Committee requesting that this one existing 
Carrotwood tree identified as Tree #1 be removed. My clients are willing to donate replacement 
trees to the City to be planted off-site in a park, parkway, median or other public area as 
mitigation for the loss of this one tree. 
 
 
 
 

Arborists and Environmental Consultants 
 



♣McKinley & Associates (818) 240-1358

Summary/Conclusion 

The Carrotwood Tree identified as Tree #1 is in declining health and condition. Despite numerous 
attempts to design and build around the tree its present location is still problematic and if built 
today it would require the tree to be cut in half. This tree does not conform with the City Master 
Street Tree Plan. The proposed project is consistent with the City’s General Plan and would 
provide a pedestrian link between Old Pasadena and Mid-Town. This project will provide jobs 
and economic stimulus to the downtown area and the City of Pasadena as a whole. We 
respectfully request your support in removing this one tree while presenting this removal request 
before the Urban Forest Advisory Committee. The planting of replacement trees off-site as 
mitigation for the loss of this one tree is supported by my clients and is recognized as the 
responsible thing to do. The size, number and species of replacement trees should be specified by 
the City as a condition for granting the tree removal. 

I have provided site photos of the subject tree and a proposed development plan for the subject 
property. If you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my business cell phone at (818) 
426-2432 or you may call my office (818) 240-1358. 

Sincerely, 

William R. McKinley 
William R. McKinley, Consulting Arborist 
American Society of Consulting Arborists 
Certified Arborist #WE-4578A 
International Society of Arboriculture 

Arborists and Environmental Consultants 
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      V. 











Attachment 1 – Aerial Location Map Showing Tree Removal Locations 
 

 
Tree removals took place in this area. 

 

 
Tree removals took place in this area. 
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