DISTRICT 3 NEWS
Vice Mayor John J. Kennedy

Message from
Vice Mayor Kennedy
Dear Friend and Neighbor,
It was a tremendous privilege
to be chosen a gain to
r e p r e s e n t t h e C i t y ’s 3 r d
District. On Monday, May 1st,
I was humbled and honored
to also be chosen as the new
Vice Mayor for the City of
Pa s a d e n a . A s a l i f e l o n g
resident of the City, it is a
true honor to be able to serve
you. I am constantly inspired
by the amazing work done by
my fellow residents and their
commitment to us all. As a
community and as a city,
there are many issues we
need
to
address
together. Each day we must
work to ensure that every
resident has the greatest
quality of life and an
opportunity to meet their
f u l l e s t p o t e n t i a l . L e t ’s
continue on the path,
working together: neighbor
helping neighbor; growing
safe neighborhoods for
families, seniors, and children
alike; requiring responsible
development;building
aﬀordable housing; advancing
intelligently designed parks;
and eﬀectively collaborating
with our schools. This is the
essence of One Pasadena!
Warmest regards,

May 2017

Enduring Heroes
As our nation turns its attention to Memorial Day, we pause to
reflect on the bravery of the men and women in our armed
services who gave the ultimate sacrifice for the liberties we
enjoy.
Monday, May 29 th is the oﬃcial dedication of
Pasadena’s Enduring Heroes Monument. Located in
Defenders Parkway at the corner of Orange Grove and
Colorado, this memorial features a bronze statue of an
American soldier holding up the flag, and will be a permanent
tribute to the service men and women from Pasadena,
Altadena, La Canada, Flintridge, and San Marino who have
given their lives in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Wars on Terror.
The following local soldiers will be remembered and honored
by the Enduring Heroes Memorial:
• Army First Lieutenant, Todd J. Bryant, 23 – Khaldiya,
Iraq, 10/31/03
• Marine Second Lieutenant JP Blecksmith, 24 –
Fallujah, Iraq, 11/11/04
• Marine Lance Cpl., Dion M. Whitley, 21 – Ramadi, Iraq,
6/15/05
Page 1

NEWS/EVENTS:
Public Safety Committee
Meeting on Wednesday, May
17 at 6:00 pm in the Council
Chambers
Protecting Your Pets and
Wallets
Forum
on
Wednesday, May 17 from
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at
Cleveland Elementary School
Auditorium
Pasadena Water & Power
Department’s Laundry to
Landscape (L2L) Workshop
on Saturday, May 20 from
9:00 am to 11:00 am at the
Villa-Parke
Community
Center
LitFest
Pasadena
on
Saturday, May 20 from 2:00
pm to 3:15 pm at Vromans
and Sunday, May 21 from
3:30 pm to 4:45 pm at The
Pasadena Playhouse

Police & Fire Memorial
Service on Thursday, May
25 from 10:00 am to 11:00
am at City Hall
Family
Fun
Day
on
Saturday, May 27 from
noon to 5:00 pm at the
Pasadena
Museum
of
California Art
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• Marine Lance Cpl., Sergio H. Escobar, 18 – Ramadi,
Iraq, 10/9/05
• Army Reserve Specialist, Carla Jane Stewart, 37 –
Tallil, Iraq, 1/28/07
• Army Specialist, Adam J. Rosema, 27 – Baquba, Iraq,
3/14/07
• Army Private First Class, Cory F. Hiltz, 20 – Baghdad,
Iraq, 6/28,07
• Marine Lance Cpl., Rogelio A. Ramirez, 21 – Al Anbar
Province, Iraq, 8/26/07
• Army Specialist, William J. Gilbert, 24 – Sanjaray,
Afghanistan, 5/14/13
• Army Green Beret SSG, Scott R. Studenmund, 24 –
Gaza Village, Afghanistan, 6/9/14
• Army Sergeant, Joseph F. Stifter, 30 – Al Anbar
Province, Iraq, 1/28/16

Vons to Vallarta
After 20 years of providing our community with everything
from fresh produce to personalized birthday cakes, our local
Vons store has closed its doors. While we are losing a fixture
in the community, another company, Vallarta, has announced
that they will be opening a new grocery store in the same
space after an investment of $5 million to renovate and
modernize the store.
In April, we organized a Town Hall to bring together
neighbors, the property owners, and senior management from
the new grocer. This was an opportunity for us as a
community to discuss the important role that this grocery
store will play in our neighborhood. We discussed food
choices, product diversity and quality, customer service, safety,
continued access to banking services, retention of the
pharmacy, and many other issues.

Kimpton Hotel
In April, the Council voted 5-2 not to move forward with the
Kimpton Hotel project as proposed by staﬀ. The proposed
project would have renovated and restored the historic
YWCA/Julia Morgan Building adjacent to City Hall. While
there is a strong desire to see this historic building restored
and utilized, it is important that whatever project moves
forward - whether it be a hotel or utilized for municipal
purposes - be in the best interest of the City. Council directed
staﬀ to look at all viable options for this project.
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To view City Council Agendas, click on the following link:
http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/councilagendas/council_agenda.asp
To view the City Manager’s Weekly Newsletter, click on the following link:
http://cityofpasadena.net/CityManager/CM_Newsletters/
To view the latest edition of In Focus, click on the following link:
http://cityofpasadena.net/PublicAffairs/Pasadena_In_Focus_PDF/
To view the City’s Yearly Adopted Budgets, click on the following link:
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/Finance/Budget/
To view the FY 2016 Adopted Capital Improvement Budget, click on the following link:
http://cityofpasadena.net/PublicWorks/Capital_Improvement_Program/
For the latest Northwest Commission Newsletter, click on the following link:
http://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/northwest/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2016/03/NorthwestJanuary-February-2016-Newsletter.pdf
To join the District 3 Mailing List, click on the following link:
http://cityofpasadena.net/District3/

May 2017
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YOUR COUNCILMEMBER AT WORK:
January 2017
12/27 - 1/12 — Traveled to China for International Youth Day,
and also Arts, Film and Culture Exchange
1/13 — Where the Holy Meets the Hurting Community
Meeting at the Women’s City Club

NEWS/EVENTS
CONT.:
Enduring
Heroes
Dedication/Unveiling
on
Monday, May 29 at 3:00 pm
at Defender’s Park
Free CPR Training on
Thursday, June 1 from 10:30
am to 1:30 pm at Paseo
Colorado
Police - Citizens Award
Ceremony on Thursday,
June 1 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm
at
the
Ambassador
Auditorium
Arroyo Seco Weekend on
Saturday, June 24 and
Sunday, June 25 at the Rose
Bowl
MEMAH - “Get Healthy
Pasadena” on Saturday,
June 24 from 8:30 am to 3:00
pm at Pasadena City College
in the Creveling Lounge

1/24 — Attended the Groves Apartments Renovation
Celebration
1/25 — Monthly meeting with City Manager to discuss District
concerns and issues
1/25 — Met with founder of Men Educating Men About
Health
1/25 — Met with Jaylene Moseley, President of The Flintridge
Foundation
1/26 — Met with JPL experts and community leaders to
discuss climate change and solutions
1/28 — Represented the Mayor at the USC Pacific Asia
Museum’s 7th Annual Lunar New Year Festival
February 2017
2/1 — Met with the Mayor and President of the Chamber of
Commerce about jobs for students
2/2 — Met with representatives from the company who would
like to develop properties previously owned by Fuller
Theological Seminary
2/3 — Met with Clergy Leadership to continue Where the
Holy Meets the Hurting dialogue
2/3 — Attended the funeral of young man who lost his life to
gun violence in our community
2/4 — Partnered with AT&T to send Pasadena students to a
screening of the film Hidden Figures
2/4 — Attended the Red, Black & Green Honors Dinner
2/7 — Constituent Meetings
2/8 — Constituent Meetings
2/9 — Attended the Flintridge Apprenticeship Program
Graduation, and gave the keynote address
2/12 — Attended Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. screening of
the documentary The 13th
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YOUR COUNCILMEMBER AT WORK, CONT.
2/15 — Monthly meeting with City Manager to discuss District concerns and issues
2/15 — Met with President of the Pasadena NAACP
2/17 — Met with discussion group about Draft Immigration Policy
2/18 — Attended and spoke at the Robinson Park Groundbreaking Ceremony
2/20 — Attended the Ebony Ladies of Distinction Black History Luncheon at the Pasadena Senior
Center
2/23 — Attended the ribbon cutting for the opening of the Alma de la Rosa Restaurant
2/23 — Attended Black History Presentation and Discussion at Pacific Oaks College
2/25 — Attended Oﬃcial Launch of Renewable Nations Institute - "United Nations Junior
Ambassador Fellowship Program”
2/28 — On the Air guest Intentional Talk Radio
2/28 — Presented at Junior League General Meeting
March 2017
3/2 — District 3 Community Meeting at the Jackie Robinson Center
3/9 — Monthly meeting with City Manager to discuss District concerns and issues
3/9 — Met with City staﬀ to discuss future developments in the District
3/10 — Attended Art Night
3/11 — Attended West Pasadena Little League’s Opening Day
3/11 — Attended For the “Love of Women” Soroptomist Luncheon
3/15 — Attended Boy Scout Leaders Breakfast
3/16 — Meetings with constituents
3/16— Attended the Heritage Square Grand Opening
3/18 — Participated in the City’s 35th Annual Black History Parade
3/21 — Met with the President of Pacific Oaks College
3/22 — Attended the soft opening of The Cellar
3/24 — Met with Steve Mermell, Lola Osborne and Jaylene Moseley to discuss the City’s role in
violence prevention and intervention eﬀorts
3/24 — Meeting with constituents
3/26 — Attended New Revelation Missionary Baptist Church Anniversary
3/30 — Meeting with constituents
April 2017
4/1 — Attended the Theodore Payne Foundation Native Plant Garden Home Tour
4/4 — Meetings with Pasadena business owners
4/5 — Met with Field Deputy representing Supervisor Kathryn Barger
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4/13 — Attended the dedication ceremony for Shriners for Children Medical Center
4/14 — Attended the YMCA’s 59th Annual Good Friday breakfast
4/15 — Attended the Pasadena Journal’s Women of Achievement breakfast
4/15 — Attended the Mentoring & Partnership for Youth Development Fundraiser
4/18 — Meetings with District 3 residents
4/18 — Met with Lila Guirguis to discuss the Oﬃce of the Young Child
4/19 — Monthly meeting with City Manager to discuss District concerns and issues
4/19 — Attended KZ Grand Group event
4/20 — District 3 Community Meeting to discuss the Vons to Vallarta transition
4/22 - 4/23 — Attended the Metropolitan Water District State Water Inspection Tour
4/26 — Met with Pasadena business owner
4/27 — Met with Pasadena Media Executive Director, George Falardeau and appointee to the
Pasadena Community Access Corporation Board, Robert Oltman
4/29 — Attended the Men Educating Men About Health (MEMAH) Annual Gala and was honored
as the MEMAH “Man of the Year”
May 2017
5/2 — Met with constituent
5/3 — Meetings with constituents
5/4 — Attended the 44th Annual Mayor's Interfaith Prayer Breakfast
5/4 — Meeting with Bill Bogaard and Doug Kranwinkle about Arroyo Advisory Group
5/4 — Meeting with the leadership of All Saints Episcopal Church, including Rector Mike Kinman

May 2017

Page 6

Your District 3 Team

Public Safety Committee

In District 3, we are always looking
for residents who are willing to
serve our community and learn
more about the City through
internships with my oﬃce. With
the help of volunteers we hope to
more eﬀectively deal with District 3
concerns, challenges and issues.

As many of you are aware, there has been an increase in the
amount of activity related to suicides or attempted suicides on
the Colorado Street Bridge. The men and women of our
Police and Fire Departments have done a tremendous job
responding to theses incidents, and in many cases preventing
tragedy from occurring. The Public Safety Committee
recognizes that this is an issue that requires further discussion,
and has asked that we bring this important conversation
before the body to develop approaches to better address it.

Where the Holy (Compassion) Meets the
Hurting

John Brodtke recently joined our
team through this program.
Before moving to Pasadena, John
served as a Congressional aide in
Washington D.C. for over a decade,
taught English as a California
public school teacher, and served in
the U.S. Peace Corps in Gabon.
John lives in Old Town with his
wife Adeline, who is a researcher at
JPL/CalTech, and he is looking
f o r w a r d to wo r k i n g w i t h t h e
community.

We have co-hosted with Reverend John Bledsoe, President of
the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, a series of
meetings with community members and Pasadena clergy
leadership to create a dialogue to discuss and find solutions to
issues surrounding the violence that continues to plague our
community, as well as to develop meaningful solutions to help
our City heal. We start with the premise that all human life is
holy, and everyone deserves a safe, nurturing and unbiased
environment to develop their full academic, cultural and
economic potential. We wil l continue to keep this
conversation going, and we invite all who are interested to join
in this important dialogue.

Robinson Park
February 18, was the groundbreaking ceremony for the
Robinson Park renovation project. The center is fenced,
construction has begun and we are looking forward to the
improvement this renovation will bring to the community
center by making it more functional and modernized for
community use. The City has allocated funds to help with the
funding shortage, but the project will still need another $1
million for furniture, fixtures and equipment and an additional
$3 million for the pool and pool house renovations or
replacement.

Message From Pasadena Water & Power
Despite having experienced a heavier than usual rainfall this
past winter, we continue to adhere to the Level 1 Water Supply
Shortage Plan. We have now entered into our Summer
Watering Schedule which allows residents to water their lawns
on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday before 9:00 am or after
6:00 pm.
For more information, please click on the following link:
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/waterandpower/waterwaste/
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Heritage Square
We are pleased to announce that Heritage Square Senior Apartment project is
now completed and fully occupied! This brand new complex featuring 69 units of
housing for very low income seniors broke ground in March, 2015 and was
completed in October, 2016. With 1,563 applicants all hoping to be selected to
live in one of the units, it shows the real need for more aﬀordable housing in our
City.
On March 16, Heritage Square had its oﬃcial Grand Opening. In the Community
Room a bust of Tom Scott, a Pasadena real estate developer and Emmy Award
winning photographer - who had the original vision for Heritage Square - is
displayed. Mr. Scott believed that seniors in our community should have safe,
aﬀordable and elegant housing. We are proud that District 3 is the home of Heritage Square, and
while by no means enough, it has made a small dent in the need for aﬀordable housing

Finance Committee Update
The City is hosting a series of public meetings to discuss the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) &
Operating Budget. These events are an important opportunity for the City Council and the Finance
Committee to hear from residents about their fiscal priorities. As a community, there are many
challenges we face, and to face those challenges we must have a budget that reflects the values and
priorities of our community. There will be multiple opportunities to voice your wishes and concerns
in the months of May and June. We look forward to hearing from the community on how we can
best use community resources to improve the quality of life for all residents.

Little Free Library Update
Dedicated to aﬀecting innovative ways to rebuild neighborhood peace and reconcile Northwest
Pasadena with the rest of the City, we wanted to seek a solution that would address the root of the
problem. That solution came in the form of equitable access to quality books and literature, in
conjunction with creating career opportunities for the community’s most marginalized members. In
November 2016, we initiated the Little Free Library project in Northwest Pasadena in partnership
with the Flintridge Center, a local non-profit organization.
The project entailed participants in Flintridge Center’s Apprenticeship Preparation Program (APP)
building and installing nine Little Free Libraries: small wooden house-shaped containers holding
books for community members to take and return at any time, for free. The APP prepares formerly
incarcerated and gang-impacted community members for careers in the construction trades by
providing them with information, experience and skills necessary to be successful. The Little Free
Library project provided APP participants hands-on construction experience while also promoting
community literacy.
By far the most significant benefit gained from planting Little Free Libraries throughout Northwest
Pasadena is the new, welcomed connection of our neighbors and community. These Little Free
Libraries have the power to lure curious onlookers, oﬀer the gift of knowledge and oﬀer the prospect
of meeting a wonderful neighbor. Knowing your neighbors comes with a whole host of benefits, such
as peaceful living, increased safety, camaraderie, and social support - all benefits gained from having in
place a neutral location to meet. Finally, the best unexpected surprise is the program’s nomination as a
finalist in this year’s Neighborhoods, USA 2017 Program of the Year Award. APP participants will
travel this month to Omaha, Nebraska to compete in this nationally recognized program. Good luck
Apprenticeship Preparation Program!
May 2017
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NOTICIAS DEL DISTRITO 3
Vice Alcalde John J. Kennedy

Mensaje del Vice Alcalde Kennedy
Queridos Amigos Y Vecinos,
Fue un gran privilegio haber sido reelegido nuevamente como su representante del Distrito 3 de la
Ciudad. El lunes primero de mayo, recibí el honor de haber sido elegido como el nuevo Vice Alcalde
de la Ciudad de Pasadena. Como residente de Pasadena, es un verdadero honor poder serviles.
Siempre me inspira la dedicación y el increíble trabajo realizado por nuestros residentes para nuestra
comunidad. Como una ciudad y comunidad, hay muchos propósitos en los cuales podemos colaborar.
Cada día debemos trabajar juntos para asegurar que cada residente tenga la mejor calidad de vida
posible y la oportunidad de realizar su potencial. Continuemos en el camino, trabajando juntos;
vecino ayudando vecino; creando vecindarios seguros para familias, personas mayores y niños;
exigiendo desarrollos responsables; construyendo viviendas esquiables; avanzando parques
inteligentemente diseñados; y colaborando efectivamente con nuestras escuelas. Este es el espíritu de
Un Solo Pasadena!
El más cálido saludo,

John J. Kennedy

May 2017
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Remarks by The Honorable John J. Kennedy on His Election as Vice Mayor of the City of
Pasadena - On the First Day of May in The Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Seventeen

Most importantly, I humbly and gratefully begin by paying homage to my parents, Leola Sudduth and
Thomas Foster Kennedy who reared 10 children together in Pasadena. They are observing this ceremony
with my brother Michael, a 40-year employee of the city of Pasadena, and my sister Gladys, from a
beautiful vista called heaven. However, several of my sisters and brother may be in the room this evening,
Geraldine, Sharon, Rosalinda, Lena,Elizabeth, Glenda and Malcolm as well as other relatives and close
friends. Would all of you please stand.
This call to service as Vice Mayor is of tremendous personal significance to me as a life-long resident of
this City. The 1st African American elected to the Pasadena City Council was the Honorable Henry
(Hank) Wilfong. I worked on his election campaign in 1973, and he was highly-respected. Mr. Wilfong
never served as Vice Mayor. The 2nd African American elected to the Pasadena City Council was The
Honorable Loretta Thompson Glickman. In 1981, Loretta was chosen as Vice Mayor. She served
honorably as Vice Mayor and then as Mayor. The Honorable Chris Holden followed in her footsteps. I
recognize them all as trailblazers, and I am grateful to each of them as mentors and as friends.
With gratitude, I accept this role as Vice Mayor of all of the people of Pasadena. I shall honor all of
those who preceded me in this important role, from the Honorable Gene Masuda to the Honorable
Jacque Robinson, to their many predecessors through our City’s history. While our local elections tend
not to be as divisive as our national elections, they can be divisive nonetheless. We have many critical
issues to address as a City, and we need to put divisions aside so that we can succeed together as a City
Council and succeed on behalf of our constituents to ensure that all Pasadena residents have maximum
quality of life and the fullest measure of opportunity. I need not remind anyone that it is our obligation
to get along, to be forthright with one another and to bring our diﬀerent views to one table, because that
is the call we have accepted. I look forward to this journey with all of you, ONE PASADENA.
God Bless the United States of America and God Bless the People of Pasadena, California.

May 2017
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